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ART ON THE EDGE

STATP Pi10TOS BY SItARON LEMIEUX

Out of necesslty: The first abstract mir-
ror Sheri Nudell made was out of a need
for one in her bedroom. Now she makes
and sells them at design studios. .

Glass colors
artist’s work

By LINDA ANN CHoMIN
SPECIAL WRITEI
heri Nudcll fuses sheets of glass into
platters and bowls that dea! with palnterly
{ssues, Combining geometric and organic
shapes, she orchestrates a kaleidescope of color to
form imagery influenced by nature,

“In glass, | have found excitement, challenge
and endless possibHities that no other medium
could offer me,” sald the Center for Creative Stud.
ies glass student in an Interview at her Farming.
ton Hills home. “I like how the iridescent glasses
give off a shine, how the light passes through. 1
like watching the progression, the different stages.

“I like cutting the glass. 1 like watching the im-
;ge evolve, It's always a surprise when I open the

In."

Glass first p!qucd Nudell interest two years
ago while State | in
East Lansing as a pharmacology student. She tells
the story of passing a stained-glass shop one day,
stopping in to find out what it was all about —
end after producing her firat plece of jewelry, he. -
coming hooked on glass.

Since then, Nudell has ad-
vanced to fusing the glass
platters and bowls based on
nature. Chin-strap penguin,
panda bear, zebra and open-
mouthed shark anap to life in
her glass work,

*Being outdoors in an open
field or forest always gives me
a mogical fecling. By combin-
ing the two, glasa and nature, I
try to convey that feeling in
my work,” she aaid. Nudell’s

abstract shark platter will soon proliferate into a
signed and numbered series of 10,

**Sheri uaes the format of the platter as a form of
painterly expression. In her work, she’s chosen to
deal with painterly issues as opposcd to just deco-
rative art,” said Herb Babeock, chairman of the
glass and crafts departmenta at Center for Cre-
ative Studies in Detroit. X

The element of surprise when working with hot
gless necessitates that Nudell keep a technical di-
ary, listing kiln temperatures, colors of glass, de-
signs, and kiln ehelf arrangement and spacing for
each of the picces she produces.

“I see each of my pieces a3 a little experiment.
It's a step up tho ladder to more architectural
glass, to larger work, to sculptural furniture piec-
es, dnd it all started from the little jewelry pleces.”

1deas for future glass works come to Nudell at
all hours of the day and night. She visits the li-
brary oRen to trigger her imagination.

“I get ideas from everywhere, I started carrying
a little notebook with me to record them. A lot of
:‘hhe aniwu] ideas come from picture booka at the

The idea for her abatract mirrora sprang from
necessity. She needed a mirror for her bedroom, so
she made one for herself, When a friend came over
and saw it, she wanted one, Before long she was
producing several a week and selling them in de-
aign atudioa around town. It wasn't long after that,
that she eame up with the idea for a matching
perfume tra,

Two hnlf~-phnr¢l of black, whita and mauve
glasses compose the abstract wall sculpture that
hangs in the hallway cutside her studio door. Its
lyrical jine keeps the viewer's eye moving around
the work.

*It’s all fused together like a giant puzzle.”

See GLASS, TA

o It sounds more like a vaca-
tion plan than what it takes to
produce an album, The Hanni-
bals started in Detroit, moved
to Canton, then headed for
Lancaster, Pa. A lot of miles
but well worth the end result,
“This Midwestern.”

Sitinona
recording/mixing
aeaslon with The
Hannibels axtd

By CHRISTINA Fuoco

BTArr WaITeR
you'll learn quickly
that It waan't an

easy job finishing

thelr new album “This Midweat-

Dnlmmer Man Aljian {8 trying to
spice up the song “Shine It Does”
with shaker nolees from a glass jar
filled with popcorn kernels.

After failing numerous times to
got the seeds to fall exactly right
with the beat, the quartet and pro-
ducer Matt King sigh and drop the
idea. It looke frustrating but Aljlan,
fcrmerly of Birmingham, has anoth-

word,
He a fallen victim to “shaker
shock.”

Aside from their minds, recording
“This Midwestern" alao took its toll
on the quartet’s vehicles, The East
Lansing-based group recorded at the
‘White Room studlos in Deteoit, fin-
ished recording and mixing in Pearl
Sound in Canum Townehip, and
then ditinl Pa,

Travelln’ ban;t: The Hannibals — Chris Geherin (from left), Scott Owens, and Matt
Aljian and Chris Johnston — went far and near to produce their new album.

heels of two critically acclaimed al-
bums, “Monkey Suit" and “From
Can to Can't,” and an EP
“Hereafter.” (A song from the EP,
“Harbor in the Shine,” appears on
to-be released AIDS bene-

B STREET BEATS

The recording was the end prod-
uct of a three-part testing process.
To prepare for the studio, the band
performed all of the new songs dur-
ing recent shows, Qutside of gigs,
‘The Hannibals practiced in their
basements to “make sure all the
part were working well,” sald singer
Chria Johnston, Afterward, they
rehearsed upstairs with acoustic
guitars to polish the harmonies.

“You play them live and every-
thing sounds good,” said Johnaten,
“But until you got them stripped
down and you can hear what every-
one {8 doing, you want to make sure
that (a) the notes are working with
each other and (b} you're not singing
the same thing.

“We always try to sing harmonies
a8 opposed to just doubling volces,”

Third album
“This Midweitern” follows on the

the
fit CD “Naked Rhythm” on Steam
Records.) Johnsten said the group
didn't feel pressured in making the
follow-up.

“There wasn't any hesitation of,
*Well, will this be better than ‘Mon-
key Sult? ' If it wasn't going to be
better than "Monkey Suit’ we
wouldn't have even started. We
wanted to do something better,”
sald Johnston, a former Birming-
ham resident.

To diversify its sound, the group
hired, for the first time, outside mu-
sicians to ploy pedal steel guitar,
flute and Hommond organ. The
Hannibala feel it paid off.

“It gives the album more texture,”
Johnston said,

The name, "“This Midwestern,”
gives more insight into the album's
sound as well, he added,

“We wanted it to sound true to
what we aro and what we do, That ia
& Midviestern, in particular a Michi.

gan band. We wanted to aound nat-
ural and true to what we've grown
up lllwning to and what kind of
muasic you'd cxpect to come out of
the four of us,"

Guitarist Chris Geberin sald the
album is softer yet fuller than the
lnst efforts.

“Wa've taken the quicter side and
let it go alittle more to that end.
We've done ane song completely
acoustle which we've done in the
past but not as serioualy, There's
another qulet song with some differ-

. ent instrumentation,” Geherin sald.

The Hannibals’ caring about in-
strumentation has apparently paid
off throughout thelr career. In
March, the group participated in the
South by Southwest music confer-
ence in Austin, Texas. Last y=ar the
group played in the College Music
Journal Mustc Marathon,

Full-time job

The band is & full-time job to
most of the members of tho band,
which also includea bassist Scott
Owens. Johnston takes care of the
booking, Aljian takes care of distri-
bution, and Geherln handles mana-

gerinl and legal matters. Geherin
also writes most of the 1yrn:s.

Nono of that gamers much money
for membera of The Hannibals,

“We'ro extremely poor; the
amount of hours that we work (com-
pared to) what we get paid is minis-
cule, But it's been good. You learn
to Hve on not much money. Your
priorities get straightened out a
bit,” Johnston said.

But, he added, he's hoping others
appreciate the time and effort put
into The Hannibals and “Th!s Mid-
western,”

"Aﬁer four years of playing out,
we've developed a pretty good name
for ourselves other than Detrolt,
Enst Lansing,'Ann Arbor.” There
aro a lot of people waiting for the
album — at least we think,” John-
ston said.

The Haonnibals will celebrate the
release of “This Midwestern" at In-
dustry, 15 8. Saginaw, in Pontiac,
an Thursday, April 8, with a party
and mainstage performsnce. For
more information, call 334-1999. To
order a copy of the AIDS benefit CD
“Naoked Rhythm" coll Steam
Records at 1-800-795-8403.

Stereo MC'’s

Rob B., Nick

(botton row,

Stereo M(C’s connect with ‘Connected’

BY C"RISTINA Fuoco ~
“Elevam  your mind and your body

will follow.

That lpin on the Parliament/Fun.
kadelic song title could be the new

Brit sound:

include An-
drea, Owen
and Verona

a.k.a, “The
Head” and B
Cath Coffey

from left).

motto for the dance band Stereo
MC's. Keeping its free-spirited yot
socinlly conscious lyrica, tho London,
« England, group evolved musically for
its third album to connect further
with its audience.

* “With *Connected,’ we had a lot of

. musical ideas. We ended up teying to

take them & great doal further,”
rapper Rob B. explained about his
group's latest album.
DJ and remixer The Head agreed.
*“This album has still got all those
infuences — from reggae to dance to
rap to soul to funk to whatever — but

- because we are using live musicians

instead of samples and made up the
parts insteed of taking the parts of
records, it's really developed into

hing more of a of
what we are ubout. he said.

"> “Connected” is the follow-up re.
Tease to 1890's “Supernatural” which
spawned the Top 40 hit “Elevate My
Mind,” the first UK rap single to
place high on Billboard ch Dur.
ing the single’s reign, Rob B. ex.
ptdned. the press mlwndemood the

group's mission.

“We. don't see ouﬂelven a8 a rap
group,” he said. “We ses ourselves as
a group., We pay all our respects to

gos, and soul music,

“We have total respect for rap mu-
sic in America, We know we got noth-
ing to do with the American rap
scene. Wo're doing our music and
anybody who wants to check it out is
welcome to check it out.”

That's part of the group’s mission
~— to hring people together, ho said.

“We try to get as many people a3
we can on the 2ame train of thought. 1
don’t think we're saying anything dif-
ferent. § think it can get through to a
lot uf people. uplift people and give

people strength.”

Stereo MC's opens for Jesus Jones
at the State Theatre, 2115 Woodward,
Detroit, Friday, Apnl m Tickets are
$17.60 in advonce; $20 at the door.
Slwu:hmc is 8 p.m. Tickets for the

show scheduled at The Polace of Au-
burn Hills are good for main floor gen-
eral admission at the State, Re,ﬁmdl

the people who started rap, funk, reg. 645-6666 for more information.
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