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Competition
Out of cable TV equation

ho confusion generated by the recent
I Federal Communications Commission
ruling on cable TV rates made us stop
and think. And some of our thoughts are
downrlght rebellious,
CIE Mothisiun, the nutﬁt that holds the cable
inF.

B We'd like to state emphatically
that we don’t need a faderal
agency to stralghten out cable

hil and F
Hills, doesn’t suit us, why should wa be forced
to patronize it? Why not shop around for anoth-
er, more suitable cable company?

Ah, competition™.”, .the Cword., . . dreadful
ta some, delightful to othera! It's one important
factor that's been missing from the cable TV
equation ever since the first lines were strung,

Now, in writing this missive, we're really not
taking a shot at MetraVision per s, so Tom
Bjorklund and other company officials can
please put away their pens and switch off their
lettor-quality printers.

It’a just that the FCC ruling last week point-
cd to a rate cut for customers, How much would
that bo? What are the details? We thought we'd
dellvor the good news to our readers in an Ob-
sorver article.

But, after going round and round with two
hureaucracies, one large and one small, from
Washington, D.C. to Livonia, Mich,, we have to
sny wo don't know many details,

And neither, apparently, do officials like
Bjorklund, MetroVision VP, who says cryptical-
lythata drustlc rate cut “ultimately would af-
fect service.”

. Well, everytime there's a rate i ser-

TV. Good, old fashioned competition — there's
that C word again — in markets like Farming-
ton would accomplish the snme thing.

‘Why should wo be aaddled with X cable sys-
tem just because we happen to live in Y city
. . . capecially whon cablo system 7 seems to be
offering a better deal?

After all, if you don't like the price of oranges
at the local A&P, you simply check out the
nearest Meijer ThriRy Acres. You wouldn't feel
obligated to shop at the A&P just because it
happened to be located in your hometown,

And, of course, no one says you have to drive
& Ford just because you happen to live in Dear-
born, or a Pontiac because you reside in the
Oakland County city of the same name. You'll
drive whatever you like and can afford. .

Shouldn't the same market factors apply to
cable TV systems? Of course they should, Do
the cable TV franchises want them to? Of
course they don’t. That's why you, the rate-pay-
ing customer, are stuck with whatever the cable
system dishes out.

In setting up these cable TV “franchises” —

lete with a confusing array of advisory

vico lnwrrupl.lon or some other untoward or
confusing happening on the cable TV front in
our communities or elsewhere, we start to think.
« We'd liko to state emphatically that we don't
need a federal agency to straighten out cable

boards and commissions — yet another layer of
government hos been added to an already over-
governed population.

And, unfor ly, it's a layer of

RKIE HUDKINS .

LETTERS

She says thanks

o a Good Samaritan: Thank you!
T 1 am placing this letter in the newspa.
do not know how to thank you p

failure in combat, lost lives, and we genuinely
rospect homosexuals as people, We do, however,
reject the perception that their behavior is nor-
mal.

Gn.ry Buln'ngnr, you are correct thut conduet,

4.

should be a but it

per because I do not know your name. [
your kindness.

lly for
On Wednesday. March 31, I was hurt in an
auto accident on 12 Mile Road and Rockwell,

over which the governed have little control,

Cheer up! Baseball’s back

ust look at the headlines. The world's in
J sorry shape — as uaual.

The standoff in Waco heads into its
second month. . . they're still killing cach
other in Bosnia-Hercegovina. . . the U.S.
health caro crisis ian't going to be sclved any-
time soon . . . and 80,000 more U.S, jobs have
been lost to Mexico, And, of course, the income
tax deadline looms.

But come April, hope springs eternal with the
familiar cry, “Play ball!”

Despite everything, including winter's last
discontented jab, baseball is back.

‘That's right. In cities small and large across
this fand, the acrious problems have to be left
outside the foul lines, if only for & few hours, as
fans'of all ages turn their attention to opening
day of the national pastime.

In Detroit and environs, where the Tigers
prowl, the mood is eapecially festive despitea
. lackluster exhibition season, thanks to a new
owner and an old announcer.

Owner Mike Ilitch of Bloomfield Hills, who
takes over the Detroit Tigers after years of ne-
glect by another pizza baron, has promiased the
fans & new deal. There'll be a renovated Tiger
Stadium (and perhaps a new ballpark in the
future), looser purse strings and overall more of
a “fan-friendly” atmosphere.

Want proof? Well, one of Ilitch’s first moves
was to rehire Hall of Fam-r:r Brnm Hnrwel] a

Hills tot the
‘Tiger games on the radio. Political mancuvering
had taken the mike from the Southern gentle.
man last season — and snapped a 31-year bond
between team and town,

Now, thero are a lot of sports. Hockey we like

M Tigor fans from Westland to
Woeost Bloomfleld and from Red-
ford to Rochester Hilis wiil be pin.
Ing for a pennant this senson.

. . basketball we like. But they're only prolim-
inaries, Baacball is the main event,

These are truly exciting aports times in Mich-
igan, The University of Michigan Fab Five bas-
ketball team was competing for the national
championship in New Orleans at about the
same time the opening pitch was being thrown
at Onkland, where the Tigers opened their 1993
senson. And the Red Wings, looking good, are
headed into the Stanley Cup playoffs.

But melt the ice, put away the hoops, becauge
basacball is back.

‘Tiger fans from Westland to West Bloomfield
and from Redford to Rochester Hilla will be
pining for a pennant this season.

1t's always fun to start a new baseball season.
For one thing, last season’s disappointmonta
have melted away like some apring snowfall,
and folks are excited about the team.

For another, the home opener is an event that
draws everyone closer together. Usual divisions
are forgotten — for one chilly afterncon, anyway
— as suburbanites and Dotroiters all root to-
gether for the guys wearing the Old English
apr
So don't let the cyniciam of the day (players®
salaries, higher ticket prices, “designer” expan-
sion teams in Florida and Colorado, the pros-
pect of an expanded playoff, ete.) keep you out
of the stands this season.

QUESTION:
Should the
United States
give ald to
Russla?
We asked this
question at the
Elles Brothers C—
BigBoy Restat- | yyggomething | 'Wegvelttoev. | "Ithinkwe
rant on Farming- | that should be enydody else, should. We'll be
ton Road in done. . .unless | why notRussla?® | inalotof trouble
Farming it's Willle Witz | Ifwe don't.’
hign.” Escanaba, Mich. Robert Kakier
Edward
Olschansky
Uvonia

'I'hough I wag in full view of many peopls —
and other rists, ine
cluding the woman who ran into me — only you
responded,
You were kind enough to atop your car and
coma over to me. I do not remember what you

not
lu not the sole determinant. That's why gays-in-
the-military is being carefully studied for six
months before a decision is made,

Maybe the real question isn't whether colum-;
nists have strong opinions, but whether they are
tolerant enough to underatand the other's point
of view,
Maj, Terry Fobbs, U.S. Army Reserve,

Farmington Hills

said, butI ber foeling comforted by you
anc:d. that you held me until tba authorities ar-

So thank you, kind sir, and God bless you,
Masha Siltver, Farmington Hills

Powell’'s no homophobic

ary Belangor's column of March 23 on
gays in the military showed an incredibla
amount of naivete.

He perpotuated mytha that military leaders’
opposition was becauae openly homoesexual be-
havior was a possibility.

Military leaders aren’t that shallow, and most.
certainly not General Powell.

Having openly serve wauld be adisrup-
tive influence in a military The

Why stop at ‘better'? -

he latest property tax/achool finance re- *

form proposal by Gov, Engler and legisla

tive leaders is a plus because it is better
than what we now have.

But why stop at better? I believe the governor
and the legislature can solve the problem by
making all the following changes:

1. Eliminate the 562 school districts and their
:ddmlnlsuuuva costs, forming one statewide dis-

et
B The one central district would negotiate a
contract with each union and have an enforced
no-strike clause.

B Provido an equal education for every student
In.th’a state. Put an end to the financial dis-

disruption begins with the perception of the
majority of military people that homosexual be-
havior Is something personally or morally re-
pugnant, and that they have no right to feel or
expross that perception.

Duty performance isn't the issue; behavior is
the luus. A military organization must be cohe-
sive and disciplined In order to function and

2, Allow property taxes to maintain local gov-
omment only.

B The reaidents of the community vote for the
local governing body, pay their wages, have a
volce in the policy making and reap the bene-

fits i
3. Allocate 100 percent of the state lottery !
monies to achools. :

survive in a combat
that would cauu:l disruption, [or desuoy unit
to

an
military readiness,

The sacrifices of many brave, gay service
members is also not the issue. The military
doean't ﬁmctlon aololy on lndivldual effort. It

and the
ahlllty wfzht and win lfculled upon. Givsn

4.1 the state sales tax toa total of  ;
cight cents.
W All the state school costs would be paid fmm
lhe lo!wry nnd increased sales tax.
for ies and

presczlptlons

H Everyone spending in the state would con-
tribute to the tax, resident and visitor alike.
@ Hi would not have their taxes

that bas
would be lnapmoprinu

As a black American, combat veteran, carcer
Army officer, and now a member of the Army
Reserve, I know from sad experience what hap.
pens to a unit when gay soldiers openly declare
themselves, It nearly destroyed a unit I com-
manded. -

Yes, gays are people too. People with guaran-
toed constitutional rights, such as equal protec-

greatly increased when they spend money to ime
prove their residence (a lose/lose situation).

I am disgusted becn\lsu 1 have to pay so much
money in taxes and see it 80 poorly managed at
th;‘local stato andfednrall level.

the
people (that's me) then thcy should Imcn nnd
solve the problem once and for all,
Leo! Woems, Farmington Hllli

tion under the law, the right to vote, dom of
religion, speech, and so forth. But to try to force
othera to accept & lifestyle that repulses them,
and then ridicule them for their rejection of that
lifestyle, is homophobia in reverse.

Yes, humophob!n is wrong. Making unfound-

 nonsensical generalizations about any peo-

ple is wrong; hut 20 in applying the generaliza-
tions such as racist, sexist and homophohh: to
those who don’t want to see our military organ-
izations critically disrupted. We worry about

Opinions are to be shared: We welcome your
ideas, 85 do your neighbors, That's why we offer’
this space on a weekly basls for opinions in your
own words. We will help by editing for clarity. To
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone number, ¢
Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-:
ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm=

n

n

@he Farmington Dbserver

Tom BAR EXTOR, 6775450

STIVE BARRARY MANAGING EDITOR

Dk ISnam  GEMERAL MANAGER

Ju0emi DOnER BIRNT ASSISTANT MANAGING EDITOR Mazx Liws ORECTOR OF ADVERTISING
FRID WRIOKT DIRECTOR OF CIRCLRATION

Phillp Power CHARMAY OF TNE BOAD Richard Aginian PreSOENT




