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chool elections usunlly have June dates
(ours is Monday, June 14, and there
are nine candidates for two seats in the
B Fnrmlngton District, in case anyone's
ergotwn), but May is the month that has the
most election activity.

May is make-or-break time for the folks
who'd like to sit on a board that seta palicy fora
school district with a budget in excess of $100
million.

Wo 've noticed that Mny. especially in the
F area, {8 an imp: month with
lots of activities for tho civic-minded, in addi-
tion to candidate watching. (What could bo
more civic-minded than paying attention to
wanna-bo office holders so that an intelligent
cholce may be mado on June 14?)

For example, it just so happens that Farming-
fon-aren residents can march into and out of
Mny — it begins and ends with parades.

On Saturday, May 1, adults and youngsters
involved in South Fnrmlngmn Bascball will
march from the Farmington City Hall to the
City Park for their season openers.

On Memorial Day, May 31 this year, the
American Legion parade will toot its way along
Grand River. It's been a community fixture for
decades.

“ Want another good calf-stretching activity to
do in May? The cighth-annual Farmington,
Farmington Hills, West Bloomfield Crop Walk
will take place Sunday, May 2. The 10-kilome-
ter hike starts and ends at First United Meth-
odist Church in downtown Farmington.

There's ever so much more going on with civie
«overtones during the busy month of May, A
sampling:

Busy month of May

A time for the civic-minded

EFarmington-area residents can
march Into and out of May — it
begins and ends with parades.

A Mother's Day dinner, sponsored by Right
to Life, at Vladimir's May 4, featuring Molly
Kelly, author and expert on chastity, . . a per-
formanco of “Up With People,” the inspiration-
al group, ot North Farmington High School
Muy 4 e thn unnuul spring concert by the

Chorus at Harrll

High School Mny ?-8. . .atown hall-type
meeting with U.S, Rep. Joe Knollenberg, our
new congressman, May 8 at the Hills City Hall
. . « Ernia Harwell Day at the Uptown Shop-
pmg Center ln Furmlngton Mny 8to hnnor the

an
. & bottle and can drive to ben-

Hills maident ..

efit the Farmi High music May
16...a "Wnlk Away Hunger” benefit walk

d by i Hills-based Weight
Watchers May 16,

Tho above list, by no means inclusive, takes
us just through the middle of the month. Watch
the paper, especially the Calendar Page, for
more information.

A lot of breakfasts, luncheons and dinners of
a semi-official nature are scheduled throughout
the month. And of course school’s still in ses-
sion with spring sports and proms and other
activities of all sorts,

Yes, May is an important month, a hectic
month, for people who care about their commu-
nity and want to get to know it better.

Ithough poverty certainly isn’t unheard
A of in western Wayne and Oakland Coun-
“ ty suburhs, it doesn’t predomi But
the mission of any news organization is to in-
form on issues that have an impact in the com.
munity.

In recent years it has become increasingly
casy for those of us who live and work here to
pretty much ignore Detroit's social ills. Main
Strect — in Rochester and Plymouth — is eco-
nomically a long, long way from Malice Green's
last stand at Warren and 24th.

Luckily, not everyone carries that attitude.

That was made clear Monday when dozens of
civic leaders and power brokers — utban and
suburban — gathered in downtown Datroit to
kick off a two-yenr program designed to tackle
those problems.

The Voluntecr Leadership Coalition of Great-
er Detroit was Jaunched as part of National Vol-
unteer Week. Coalition leaders hope to stimu-
late and coordinate a new level of regional vo-
‘lunteerism, using alrendy-esmbhshed nguncws

Helping can make difference

cate of vol 1
vices of M Li
trating ogency.

Co-chairs are Ford CEQ Harold “Red" Pol.
ing, federal Judge Anna Diggs-Taylor and for-
mer UAW president Douglas Fraser,

Suburban involvement comes from a cross-
section of politicians, corporate heavyweights
and community leaders that runs the gamut
from Wayne County Executive Edward
McNamara to Kmart CEO Joseph Antonini to
Lisa Tille, president of the Birmingham Junior
Leagus,

All deserve some praise for at least gotting
involved and cheosing not to turn their backs
compleately.

Let's be honest though. Adding big names to
the project letterhead or even cutting a check for
the causa isn't going to make a difference if
there isn’t enough support at the grass roots
level. Peoplo and time, not monoy, are the keys
to succesaful volunteetism.

United C
Detroit is the

Ser-

i

That means middle.c burb. id
Ilku Patricia Pennywitt will bo thu ones who ul-
1y pick up the slack,

‘and prog to recruit
help and longterm education are the goals.
That's good because like it or not, inner-city
problems do have an impact on the region as a
“whole. Doubters need only glance at recent
“ studics that show personal incomes in our sub-
urbs lagging behind those in metropolitan arcas
with healthier core citics.
The guiding hand behind the project belongs
to former Gov. Geoge Romney, & longtlmo advo-

Pennywitt, of Livonia, has woxked at local
hospices and spends a few hours each month
doing gratis baby-sitting for families dealing
with Alzheimer's patients, That way, parenta of
young children can spend more time caring for
their own ill parents.

It takes many blades of grass to mnku a lnwn
Get involved. Call United C« 5
at 226-9888.

QUuESTION:

What would

you mias the

most If there

were no pub-

lic library?

We asked this ‘Prlobabty the
question at the calm atmos-
Farmington fhem for work-
Branch Public Li- Eﬂ)u Kuester
brary, Famington Hits
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. set that their etory was not recognized.

Taking the pledge

am a member of The Seniors Coalition and
I 1 oppose the Clinton tax on Social Security.
I have written my U.S. Senators and my
Congressman urging them to algn ‘Tho Seniors
Coalition “Congressional Pledge” that saya: “T
pledge to Oppoao Any New Taxes or Cuts in
Social Secunity.”

T would like you to write a story informing
your readers whether our representatives have
signed this important pledge to seniors.

Social Security is not adding to the federal
deficit. It'a running a surplus. It's unfair to bal.
ance the budget on the backs of seniors.

For more information, please call The Seniors
Coalition's Washington office at 703-273-5449.

1
strength, hope, support and most of all the trud-
meaning of loving a friend like Paul Umlah, m

Many of these kids that were supportive wero
from tho so-called “from the hood" of Farmings
ton Hills, which basically shows you howin 3.,
times of nced they were there for one anothyerm
It didn't matter where they were from, but f
;thm they wera when one of their friends was »
n ne K
'l‘huso kids were at the hospital day nm:l i
night, holding candle light vigils, collecting 1
monaey, giving support and strength to cach
other. Even the kids that didn't know each !
other gave a lending shoulder, because they all)
had ono person in common, it

The family would algo like to thank the par- |
ents that were there for support, patience, hard’

ding, prayers and love that they

ule T. Kardus, Fi k

You missed It!

y daughter is a sophomore at Farming-
ton High schoo! and also an officer on
the student council,

On Friday, April 2, the student council orga-
nized a senior prom entitled “April in Paris” for
the Grand River Village Retirement Home,

1, along with many others, were very disap-
pointed that the Observer did not take the time
to cover their story. Tho Farmington High
achoeol student council initiated the Iden, and
worked on this project for soveral weeks.

They were pleased and proud that the dance
was a great success, Apparently the Obscrver
waa contacted before the event occurred, but de-
cided not to cover the story becauso Hurrlson
High School did a similar project last year.

While it is wonderful that Harrison students
also participate in the community, I think that
positive stories about high school students
being involved and helping in the community
should be covered whenever they occur,

Acmxdln i‘i to Amy Mnn;:ccl nnd Paula Rn}'xln,

the
Schoo! Student Council, the atudents were up-

In addition to the the student council’s in-
volvement, the Farmington High school choir
also pmicipnted in the prom at the reti

-pocket and taking out of the other.

work, und
have for the children.
‘We would also like lo !hank all the pnrl.y
stores and b
cans on behalf of Pnul. Not one party store or }
business refused to accept & donation can,
We wonld also like te extend our apprec!ntiun
ta the Knights of Columbus on Middlebe!
Road for donating the hall to us, and nl]nwmg
us to display a whem the accl
accurred. This ahows that a neighvorheod can
come together in times of need, ;Si

Wo can't think of anything more to say exce,
that the children were Paul Umlah's family an
we love ench and every one of you,

The of F Hill

o are § <
urable to any other kids on carth, :
A special thank you to the Farmington Ob- »
server for running the articles on the traffic M

problems and this letter.
Cindy McKenzio Blrdsall, Farmington Hlll?

Opposedtotax ;

at

tho governor's
form plan, I would like to state for lho
record that I am absolutely opposed to 3
shift from property tax to sales tax. '
This is a classlc case ofpu!ﬁnginto ono "
e

1 am going to pay either way. But the simple: .
fuct is thnt pmperty tax payments aro still v

hom

1 hope the Observer will provide more cover-
age of positive events such as these in the fu-
ture. Thank you for your attention.
Pam Lowry, Farmington .

Thanks extended

his letter goes aut to all the l‘nendn of
Paul Umlah.

The children of Farmington Hills are
the most unbelievabla kids on earth, the great-
est, amily can’t even put it all fnto words.

Throughout the week of March 16, the chil-

dren of Farmington Hills gave each other

ible, while sales taxea are ...

Giwm the al , I would unhesitati
1y choose to pay my share to support my achoﬂlu
through my property taxes, not through anin-
crease in the sales tax. T
Roberta P, Slade, Livonia*

e

QOpinlons are to be sharad: We welcome your -
idess, as do your nelghbors. That's why we offer
this space on & weekly basis for opinlons in your + -
own words, Wa will help by editing for clanity. To - -
assure authenticily, wa ask that you sign your
letter and provide a contact telephone number,
Letters should be mailed to: Edftor, The Farm-
Ington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road, Farm-
ington 48336, -

@he Farmington Observer | -
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