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Deep-water perch fishing heats up

Mention the
town

Natlonal Blue-
berry Festival,
which the small
western Michi.
gan city hosta
annually each
July. But in re-
cent years South

Haven, nestled
on the ecasten shore of Lake
Michigan just north of Benton
Harbor, hes been gaining a strong
reputation as a hot-spot for doep
water spring perch fishing.

“Up until about 10 yeara ago It
was unheard of to fish decper
than 50 feet for perch,” sald Cap.
tain Don Nichols. “We ploneered
deep water fishing for perch. We
doalot nl‘ fishing in 60- to 90-foet
of water.”

Anglers usually walt until late
spring to pursue perch when the
tasty fish move into the warm
shallows. But Nichols and hia
son, Don Jr, offer an alternative
— deep water perch fishing dur-

search, the Nichols team has !o-
cated uhooll of yellow perch in
whut thuy bellove to be the flsh’s

1 th

nr anglers are wnlunz for pewch to

appear in the shallows the “NI-
chols Fleet' takes anglers out into
Lake Michigan for some hot times
over cold, dsep water.

“I think they winter from here
out to sbout 100 feet,” the senior
Nichols explained recently after
anchoring his party boot in 70-
feet ‘of water. “They're kind of
dormant right now, hut if you get
over them you can do pretty well.”

Anglers fish eide. by-llds along
the rails on ons of two of the Ni-
chols’ party boats. Both boats are
65-feet In length and feature two
asepluralal rest nacmn‘.du ﬁxlldz:‘nﬁu
galley (hot and cold sandwjches
and drinks) and a heated inside
lTounge area. Bait (minnows) Is
provided as well as a bucket for
your catch, Rental roda and reels
are also available,

'We did some research on the
party boats they have in Florida
and along the Easst Coast before
we built these boats,” Nichols
sald. “We offer two rest rooma
and keep the boats warm and

as we motored out of port and Into
the deep blue waters of Lake
Michigan, Greeted by gusting
windn and five-foot rolling waves
the anticipation of a bucket of
jumho‘hysllw perch fueled our-

We reached our destination af-
ter a quick 20-minute ride and the
action a immediately, Over
the course of the next four hours
our boat of 38 anglers landed

1,004 yellow perch, which averag-
€8 out to about 26 fish per person.
{And to be honest, elght to 10 of
those anglers did more loundng
instde the boat than fishing from
the decks.) Many of the perch
were in excess of one-pound with
the biggest tipping the scale at
1.6-pounds. I personally caught
19 fish with aix exceeding the 12-
ounce mark.

Lines were rigged with one- o

ounce (or more) sinkera under
perch rigs, spreadeu, or simply o
couple single hooks tled directly
to the line about eight inches
apart. The fish were hitting very
lightly =0 veteran perch anglers
who could feel the bitea were ex-
periencing better success than
others,

inxthem how to catch 'em,” Ni-
chols eaid. “It will be pretty
steady until the water warms up,
probably the second or third week
of May this year, Once the water
gets to about 46 to 50-degreea the
fish will scatter. When the water
warms, the fish's metabolism will
increass, th become more ac-
tive and they’ll need to eat more.
‘They'll move around and the
schools will be much smaller.”

Perch fishing aboard the Ni-
chols Fleet will continue through-
out the year but the strategy and
location will change as the weath.
er warms. Contact Nichols
Fleet at (616) 637-2507.

“We tried to extend our season
efter Labor Day because wa have
good flshing up to December, We
jult ca.u‘t get the people out in the

fall,” Nlcholl sald. “But we start
getting calls after the first sunny
day in January. We get out as
soon as the ice moves out. The
first week this year we had to salt
thedecks.”

(Anglers and turkey hunters are
urged to report their success.
Questions and comments are also
encouroged. Send information to:
Outdoors, 805 E, Maple, Birming-

‘an open house 10 a.m to 6 p.m. on
‘Saturday, April 24. Novice and
“experienced boaters alike can en-
joy seminars, a boating safety
<linic, a casting contest and win
gifta and prizes, 697-8800.

B SAFE HUNTER COURSE

'l'hn Wayne County Sporta-
~men’s Club and the Michigan De-
partment of Natural Resources
will sponsor a course of [netrue-
tion Jeading to o Michigan Safe
-Hunter Certificate, beginning at 8
‘a.m, Saturday and Sunday, April
24.25, at the Wayne County
Sportsmen's Club in Romulus.
Class fee is $8 and participanta
must attend both sessions, 532-
0285 or 534-2536,

‘B SALMON STAKES

+ The 15th running of the River

‘Crab Salmon Stakes, the state’s
longest-running salmon fishing
tournament, will take place May 1

the seminar will be held over two
nights, 489-3333.

W FREE CAMPING
The Michigan Department of
Natural Resources will waive all
camping fees, rescrvation fces and
the state park motor vebicle per«
mit fees at 11 designated state
parka for the weekend of May 21-
22, (617) 373-1270.

H WILDLIFR ART FESTIVAL

The ninth annual First of
America Wildlife Featival, which
supports wildlife and conserva-
tion projects in Michigan, will be
held May 29-30 in Clare, (617)
386-2442 or (617) 386-7492,
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meeta at 7 p.m, the first and third
Wednesday of each month at the

School, 420-2233.

Romeo B.A.S.S, Buaters meet 7
p.m. the first Tuesday of each
month at the Romeo Community
Yoeugth and Civic Center, 286

METROPARKS

W WOODCOCK WATCH
Participants will explore the
life of the woodcock and view the
male woodcock’s mate-attracting
sky dance in this nature clasa
whlch begins at 8 p.m. Friday at
Indian Springs, Participants
should bring a blanket or lawn
——————————————————

Livonia Clarenceville Junior High

I know you
are on the
President’s
Counell on
Physical Fit-

ing towards
the Presl-
dent's Chal-
lenge Pro-
gram lu

MYRNA
PARTRICH

Fitness prog‘ramS :
making strides |

* potato syndrome. Fortunately,

to pace themselves better and
increass their cardiovascular,
Today’s youths are still not ex-
celling in upper body ltxvuth N
Girls mud nnenlly can't do -

mom :hun one pull-up. N5
Across the board, our youths
have been suffering from eoucb 1

in the last four years, we have
made tremendous accomplish- - |
ments towards physical fitness
programs for children, both '
ummgb schools and creative ; |*

tho 1050s. Has the Pml—
dont's Council Challenge
Program changed the views
on what ph}{llﬂl fitness Is? I
think people today have a
different ldea about what we
call physical fitness.

So you remember taking the
President's Physical Fitness

Wi program exam. Re-
member that old broad jump?
ce then, we are speaking
40 years ago, exercise experts
have learned more about what
total fitness should include —
flexibility, strength and endur-
ance. The Council now gauges
a child's overall fitnesa more
accurstely and teaches basics
that can be practiced through-
out life,

Some n( tho changes include
starting children In eu:du
proj &t a younger age
measuring a child's nh!lity ko
be flexible,

Most of all wo have replaced
the 600-yard run with a one
mile vcnlnn to teach kids how

Through Arnold
Schwarznegger’s state tour,
visiting all 50 states and talk-
ing to the governors, we have -
managed to start most states -
on their own physical fitness -
Pprograms.

Most states now have a Gov-
emor's Council on Physical
Fitness and Sporta,

Our state has a great one and
1 am proud to be a part of it. I
am hopeful [ thinking that we
will see health improvementa
through fitness in the 80s.

Myrna FPartrich, co-owner of
The Worhaut Compasy in
Bloomfield Hills and an
pointee to the President's
Council on_Physical Fitness
and to the Governor's Council
an Phyncal Ritness, is happy to
answer any questions rradm
may have regarding exercise.
Please send your questions to:
Sports Department, Myma’
Partrich, 805 E. Maple, Bir-
mingham 48009,

River Crab readies for
Salmon Stakes tourney

The state’s longest-running
salmon_fishing tournament, the
River Crab Salmon Stakes, will
be held May 1 in St. Clair. The
that Chuck Muer and
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1-800-47-PARKS.

OAKLAND
COUNTY PARKS

3 EARTHFAIR

The fourth annual Earth Fair,
including displays and booths by
environmental groups, free tree
seedlings, entertainment, activi.
t{es and more, begins at 10 a.m.
Saturday at Indian Springs.

B COUNTY PARK
REQUIREMENTS

Advanced registration and a
motor vehicle permit are required

for all Onkland County Parks pro.
grams, 625-6473.
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Al Tyrrell cooked up 16
will go on as scheduled n’;ﬁ:ﬁ'ﬂ
ly without the famous restaura.
uur and his wife Betty. They
have boen lost at sea off Jupiter,
Fia, with friends George and
Lynne Drummey since March 12,
“They will be here in every-
thing we do and say, like they
were for 15 years,” said Ruth
Rhboades, who runs the River
Crab Salmon Stakes at Muer's
River Crab Restaurant.
Last year's tournament groi
$80,000 to benefit elghz chlld

asbuse and family agencies across”
the state. This year, 10 child”
abuse and family sarvice agenciea .
will participate in ticket sales and

proceeds including First Step £n~
Westland (525-2241),

The money is raised through
$10 raflle/entry tickets which of-.
fer & chance at a trip for four to?
Walt Disney World, smong ot!:cr-‘
prizes. After the tournament the-
raffle/ontry tickets can be:
redecmed for $10 off dinner-for.?
two at any of Chuck Muer's res.-
taurants natfonwide, :

Tickets are availablo at all*
Chuck Muer restaurants in Mich--
igan and Toledo as well as Pint-
Step in Westland,

DIVERS
INCORPORATED
42289 Ann Arbor Rd,

1 mils west of 275 in PMC
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MASK « FINS « SNORKEL"
PACKAGES from *69.95 g
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Contact one of S.E. Michigan's Professional Dive Centers
REC DON'S
DIVING
4424 Woodward
Royal Cak, MI 48073

313-549-0303
3 blocks south of 14 Mie

DIVE SHOP INC.
29480 10 Mis
Famington Hils, MI 43338

313-477-7333
Just west of MGdetoR

LTI

(Atuminarm)
1 Coil Stock

247x50 1.

. ‘\
Aluminum
Soffit

SVP-10 white and colors

L 56% )

Trendsetter
Criae 3 Caosa 3
“ﬂ 8437 i rd
- L N -~




