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Marriage mini-mall unveils 1-stop service theme

By JANICE TIGAR-KRAMER
BPrCIAL WisTER

Laurel Chapel Center in Livonia
may be the only place around that of-

fers one-stop wedding planning and
shopping under ane roof.

Ovwmer John DelSignore, who also
runs the adjacent Laurel Manor Ban-
quet and Convention Center, came up
with the idea for this mini.mall with
friend Ron Reck, the mall’s co-owner,

The mall houses a traditionally
styled chapel that seats 110, and six
other wedding-related businesaes,
They are: Tho Best of Times Enter-
tainment, Hearts & Roses Florist, Agh-
lelgh’s Limousine Service, Guiliano's
Salon, Ultimate Imege Photography,
and Laurel Boutique, which repreacnts
President Tuxedo and Pastry Palace.

Couples who use the chapel also get
discounts from Lina'a Bridal in Plym.
outh, Laure! Manor, and Fonte
d'Amore restaurant in Livonia.

By deaign, the year-old business, at
Newburgh Road and 1.96, is a short
walk from Laurel Manor, which often
hosta receptions for couples who marry
at the non-denominational chapel.

*Nothing like this had been done be-
fore,” said Reck, who also owns the

After comparison shopping, the
Recks say the services offered at the
wedding mal] are compotitively priced.
But couplea who rent the chapel aren't
required to use the other vendors, the
two polnt out.

It's difficult to imagine thet this

tefully d ted complex once was
a vacant Knights of Columbua halt.
‘Today, cxpanded to about 6,000 square
feet, the well-designed mall haa a Vic.
torian-style bride's dreesing room, a
apaclous entry for greeting wedding
guests, and an outdoor garden often
used for photographing the wedding

party.

Occaslonally, the chapel is rescrved
a year in advance, but {t'a possible to
plan even a formal eeremony with a
week’s notice, says Kathy Reck, Cou-
ples may use their own minister or rab-
bi to officiate, or use the clergy avail-
able through the chopel.

‘The Recks, whose own wedding was
in a church, say the chapel fills a ape-
clfic need. “We're not trying to take the
place of the church, and we are defi-
ni':'ejly not a Las Vegen chapel,”" Kathy
said.

Laurel Chapel was an ideal place for
Jean Ledger and David Napolitano's

center's photo studio and the
complex with wife Kathy. “It's ideal for
busy couplea who don't have the time
to lock all over town for the thinga
they'il need for a wedding.”

dding last February. Since it was a
second marringe for the Canton couple,
they decided to bypass the series of
questions and enswers required to
marry In their own church. Instead,

they asked the Rev. Joe Hutchinson, a
relativo of Jean's, to officiate at the
chapel,

“Many times, couples have to go
through a rigorous ordeal to get mar-
ried in a church if they're not mem.
bers,” said Rev. Hutchinson of Warren,
“I like (the chapel) concept; it fits

_niche.”
The fee for weekend weddings is

$225, which Includes one hour of chap- -

el time, pre-recorded mueic, pedestal
flowers, use of the bridal suite, and re-
hearsal time. Monday to Thursday
weddings sre $195, The minister's fee
is extra.
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open to the public and adjacent to the
chapel, sella invitations and other wed.
ding odds-and-ends.

Burger, formerly a special education
teacher, gives couplen plenty of leeway
in planning their ceremony. Though
pew bows and bouquets come with the
chapel, one couple decorated the room
with nine potted evergreens and a mu-
ral of Mount Rainier, the site of the
marringe proposal; their music was a
recording of nature sounds, Couples
can write their own vowa or chocae @
non-denominational aervice,

Brenda Ost of Plymouth liked the
way Burger planned a family ceremony
that included the presentation of
:lnedalliom to her husband’s two chil-

ren.

“She (Burger) was patient and calm
and open to everything,” said Ost, who
married at the chapel in September. “1

80 we ted lud

was marrying my husband and his
+ y:'J thcm 3

Besidea a chapel ceremony, Burger
can arrange a wedding at the Reorgan-
ized Church of Jeaus Christ of Latter
Day Sainta in Plymouth Townsahip,
where husband Robert Burger js pas-

tor.

Cameco Wedding Chapel is one of a
fow places that rents bridal gowns and
dressea for attendants and mothers-of-
the-bride. Rentals for brideawear starts
at $115; other dresaes are $76 and up.

The chapel fee of $225 includes the
minister, recorded music or electric pi-
ano, candle sctting, chapel decorations
and use of the bride’s dressing room.
Weddings are planned about 90 win-
utes apart, The church fee of $550 also
£ Tod PR ganist, can-
dles, mh::nrsal, wedding consulting and

GROOMS RENTAL
FREE ask for

details
You Can't Beat Qur Selections

DETROIT LOCATIONS:

LIVONIA SHALING HEIGHTS
462-5851 939-9550

NovI WARRIH
3481590 58-1127
FARR(NGION HILLE WYANDOSTE
539-3125 246-8686
SOUTHEITLD TAvan
§59-8260 287-6960

Sorme restidons apply
Cepees May 192 11D

MADISON HUIGHTS
585-9115

' Makke It A Cake
To Remember!

“When it's a matter of taste
and style...we understand
- them both!

+ Weddings * Birthdays
« Anniversaries * Showers
Breads & Pastries

G.M. PARIS
~ BAKERY

28418 Joy.Rd.
Livonia

425-2060

Touns: Mo ©8, Toes. thew fri =3, Sat. 75, Sun. ™4

SILVERWARE

CALL FOR PRICES

K
+ AND OTHERS

CHINA AND CRYSTAL

+ REED & BARTON * MINTON

* TOWLE «Yi

= LUNT « SASAKI

* GORHAM «RICCI

» KIRK-STIEFF «LENOX

« WALLACE + STUART CRYSTAL

« INTERNATIONAL « MIKASA

+ HEIRLOOM + NORITAKE

« ONEIDA < ROYAL DOULTON

+ DANS| + HUTSCHENREUTHER

SALE
SAVE 25-60% OO 50 R R 5
Lowesg EVHE‘F‘I(‘:IS{\‘;A?‘%%O#‘NET S I R A
PRICES IN : 3 N
FOLLOWING NAME BRANDS + STERLING SILVER -

- » SILVER PLATE o
'« STAINLESS STEEL ..

ALL ON SALE

See our collection of 14 & 18K engagement
rings, lalest stylos with baguette dlamonds.

.. 'LENOX CHINA -

orthwood
c%lcu/c’]cré‘
2602 N, Woodward Uiy’

at 12%2 Mite Rd.
Royal Oak, 548-1885

EST. 1947
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Mondays-Closed, Tues.-Wad. 10-8, Thurs., 108, Frl 105, Sat. 10-5

- [EVERYDAY DISCOUNT ~
'35% OFF -

FAST DELIVERY ON
ALL MERCHANDISE :
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