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Comments sting

Casual observers might grasp
for a common tlu;eu:l or a hidden
h fally after learni

Cruz has a disability.

ehe had someone help her. Those
comments sting, N
“My artwork Is me, and I did

the work,” she said. It speaks for
itaglf”

Cruz aits on the floor in a room
with a blank sheet. She grapples
to pull the top off the plastic box

-

containing her
suppliea. She
searches for a
yellow pencil,
which  has
rolled behind
her,

Once she
has a pencil
lodged be-
tween her
middle and
ring flnger,
the liberation of feelings begins,
Short seratching nolses plerce the
determined silence,

Soon, an eye stares back at her
from the

Cruz starts in the middle and
worka her way outward. She never
sketches,

Sometimes she'll use her feet to
do shading. A g mouth
guard is being built, which will al-
low her to hold a brush,

*She’ll be up at thres o'clock in
the morning working on some-
thing,” sald her mother, Dee
Cruz. “She likes to work at
night.”

Hills abolishes special zoning
for senior citizen residences

By BILL COUTANT
STASF WRITER

The city of Farmington Hills
assured owners of senfor housing
properties that a change in the
zoning code won't push them out
of busincss,

‘The council voted 6-0 to adopt
an amendment to its zoning ordi-
nance -that climinates RCE, or

zens on Osmus Avenue. “T just
hope this s not the first step to
eliminate this project.”

City attorney John Donchue
said it was not, and that the
change in zoning was a response
to problems of determining at
what age is a person considered a
senior citizen and the likelihood
of getting a ummlv mortgage if a

clderly housing
The council then rezoned seven
propertics that had been zoned for
elderly tennnts or property own-
era,

“This exempts housing for the
elderly,” said city attorney John
Donohue. “They could rebuild af

property were d in the fu-
ture to a limited population.

“The federal government says
62 ia the age (to be considered &
senior citizen),” Donohue said.
“The state says it's 66, There iz
ne court case that resolves that is-
sue. 'I;hu other problem was !};mt

ter a fire, flood or other catast
phe and it would atill be exempt-
ed.”

That was some assurance for
fc-vcml people ettending public

wouldn‘t,be interested in a prop-
erty that would be limited to sen-
ior occupants or owners.”

L'I‘hu elderly housing zoning w}u
tes, in-

Properties affected were:
W A site planned for a nursing
home of 80 units on the cast side
of Farmington Rond between 13
and 14 Mile. The property was re-
zoned to special purpose district.
8 A property on Halsted and 13
Mile used es elderly housing was
rezoned to multiple family use,
W The Grand River Village Elder-
ly Housing Developmsnt contain-
ing 143 units on Grand river be-
tween Halsted and Drake was re.
zoned to multiple family
residential.
8 Pendleton Club Condomini-
ums and four adjacent properties
Middlebelt south of 11 Mile was
r::]oned to single family residen.
tial.
M Vacant property on Middlebelt
between 10 and 11 Mile would be
rezoned to single family residen.

tial.
li Detroit Baptist

on the ord change
and on the zoning change for their
properties.

“This property is (zoned) mul-
tiple family for the elderly,” sald
Jeff White, co-owner of an 18-unit
apartment building for senior citi-

d on seven
cluding White's, to reflect zoning
in thelr particular area, The prop-
erties could be kept in their pres.
ent use, or if they are sold, could
be used or developed to reflect
their new zoning.

" P
Manor on Drake north of Free-
dom was rezoned to multiple fam-

ily.

S An elderly {amily housing
project on Qsmus waa rezoned to
single family residential.

Rotarians sponsor government day

The Rotary Club of Farmington
wanta atudents to consider gov-
emment work when making voca-
tional choices.

The ization’s Stud

who will speak at 1 p.m, The pro-
gram is open to the public and
will include a question and an.
swer perl

The program includes students,

Government Day program s
scheduled for noon Tuesday,
April 27, at the Farmington Ma-
sonle Temple, 23715 Farmington
Road at Grand River in down-
town Farmington.

Guoest speaker is Jim Herring-
ton, a Channel 7 news reporter,

city g officials, Rotari-
ans and guests.

‘The luncheon follows a mom-
ing program w'!\m '-tndmumu-

After the luncheon, they will
participate in a mock city council
meeting to address soma of these
{ssues. .

Rotary’s goal is to sponsor &
program that will encourage stu-
dents to consider government
work when making vocational
choices.

Herd on the

lected from F
School join city officialain typl‘ml

will &
media and how IS hwft-:ctl with

activities at city hall,
themselves with current problems
and [ssues,

" For more [nformation, call 476-
3960,

STAr? PHOTOS BY SHARON LEMIEUX

Favorite subject: Artist
Donna Cruz says she en-
joys painting fashion-mod-
el subjects (above). Cruz
spent several days on this
painting of wood (left).

She'll draw In three- to four-
hour shifts, Abstract pieces can
be completed in a couple of days.
Portralts take longer.

Learned to improvise

She's learned to improvise
along the woy.

“One day I was working on this
woman's lIpstick and I moved my
toe .the wrong way and it went
down her neck,” Cruz sald. “So, 1
made it into a searf around the
woman's neck.”

The portrait is in her album. A
collection of her work is displayed
on the family’s living room wall.

APHSE s

Some people have oven asked if

Encouragement has come from
many circles. .

She remembers drawing a ple-
ture of & priest without him imow-
ing. She thought he'd be mad, but

- instead he wanted to see more of

her work. .

Cruz went to Ozkland Commu-
nity College, where she wanted to
major in art, For the first time,
she found herself surrounded by
ather artists. N

Her teacher accepted her as an
equal, she said. .

“That was the most fun be-
cause ... he would say, ‘No,
Donna, that's not what I am look-
ing for. How about more shading?
How about more lines?" she said.
] went home and did it because 1
liked the challenge.”

Her mother sald the atate
wouldn't pay for her schooling to
be an ertist. It requires students
who have handicaps to majorin a
career-releted area such as com-

puters,

“] got 8o mad at them,” Donna
Cruz sald. “How can they put you
in a certaln category? .

“They told me they would help
me out if I take this test over
sgain, 1 was told it was & high
school/college level test. 1 went
there and 1 was 80 mad. I felt 20
degraded, They asked me, ‘What
is a couch? What is a table?', . .
I'm like, ‘Pardon ms? You told me
this was a high school/college
level test.'”

Her disability hasn't limited
her soclal life. She's participated
in the national Cerebral Paley
games, cornpeting in such cvents
as the slalom, soR discus and
high toss,

Cruz met her boyfriend thero
four years age in Minneapolis,
Minn, They keep in touch, al-
though he lives In Atlanta,

She also races in a wheelchair
going backward, A large trophy
sits in her room from a recent 5-
kilometer race.

pipReERANLL

LLIERNARIRNINERR PRI b,

She took a splll from her wheel-

chair, but finished the race. The

winner gave her the tropby for her *

courage.
“My boyfriend forgot to tell me
there was a hill,” she said.

Obstacles don't usually get in_

her way.
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«POLISH DAY ATTHE DIA « EXHIBTION OPENING MAY IS MUSEUM MONTH ot the XA,
Saturday, May Saturday, May 8 For information obout any eveat
Goery Tak ond Celo Rectiol Dale Chiwdy: Fstolations W64-K92  COR(313) 8347971,
. HOURS: Wednesday - Sunday
-mxzmvo ‘» MOTHER'S DAY BRUNCH 11 am - 4pm(openwoekends Ltk
Tous n Sponish, Craft Display, Musc,  Sunday. May 9 5p.m beginning May 8)
techrs
RECOMMENDED ADMISSION:
«DIA SHOP AND SHUTTLE  FAMILY DAY AT THEDIA $4 ockits, $1 chidren: Members FREE.
Moy5.12,19,25 oyt RetAdunonMay s,
F'":“M“'W”;n Tour, Troasea Hunt, Auppats, Music, JOIN e DA Foundens Society atany
e S At losmeocel  @vent oy
© ART FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART » CAP & BRUNCH THE DETRO{T INSTITUTE OF ARTS
Thusdoy, Moy 23 5200 Woodward Avene
For seniont Defrot, Mchigan 4802
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