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lfpempl.!on ll as important as
reullty, it appears Oakland Coun-

ty Executive L. Brooks Patterson
hn a pmblaxm He's scen as soft
on blight, at least as it's ad-
dressed by the fledgling Elght
Mllu Boulevard Asaociation.

* That view doesn't come from
Detroit Mayor Coleman A. Young,
former political fos Elizabeth
“Betty” Howe or others normelly
syspicious of the executive and
his policies, They may think

atterson doesn’t caro about
Eight Mile Road. But in this dis-
pute so far, they haven't said so
puhl!cly.

. Concern that Patterson may

“

not care alxmt Elglnt Mile Road is
coming from psupporters, or at
least people who say they are wills
Ing to cooperate with the execu.
tive when it comes to communi.
ties in south Oakland County. -

People like Southficld Mayor
Denald F, Fracassi end Farming.
ton Hills. city councilman
Jonathan L. Grant.

*1 see a definite lack of interest
{on the part of Potterdon's admin.
{stration) about Eight Mile
Rond,” soid Fracassi; “and 1 don't
see much concern ‘about South.
field and other communities
along Elght Mile.” g

“] can't say If Patterson sup-

ports our cfforts or not,” said
Grant. who like Fracassl is help-

ing to get the Eight Mile associa-
tion off the ground. “I haven't
talked to him directly. But I'm
very concern

Grants on tap

At issue {8 the Eight Mile Cor-
ridor Task Force, a group consist-
ing of 13 communities, three
counties and the Michigan De-

partment of Transportation,

Since ita organization in 1990, the
task force has tried to improve 27
miles of Eight Mile Road stretch.
ing from 1-94 west to I-275. It has
a modest record of accomplish-
ment, but recently it has procured
two granta of $50,000 each for the
revitalization.

“We hope that by cooperat[ng

. but county backs grant

BYPAT MURPHY
8TARF W

Fears thnt Oakland County's
new executive does not satrongly
support the fledgling Eight Mile
Boulevard Authority eased a bit
Friday, .
“That hoppened when Oakland
County deputy executive John
Grubba supported a unolulinn
that SEMCOG (the S

County in general and the Eight
Mile corridor In particular,
nd Grubba, as Patterson's
representative, opposed the grant
as Fracassl and others feared, it
would have confirmed fears the
executive docsn’t support the new
authority.
“But apparently they've
reached some compromise,” said
SEMCOG exccutive director John

Michigan Council of Govern-
ments) endorse a $5,000 grant
from the Municipal Affalrs Corp.
to the nuthority.

Thu grant was relatively small.
But support for it was symbolic
for some, including Southfield
Mayor Donald Fracassi, who
questioned the commitment of
County Executive L.  Brooks
Patterson to south Onkland

Grubba
made the

government, wanted to give $5,000
to the autherity, which has exiat-
ed for almost three years os the
Eight Mile Cortidor Task Force.
That task force, however, is in
the process of upgrading to an au-
thority with a farmal board of di-
rectors and a dues structure to
support o $90,000 annual budget.,
SEMCOG’s approval of the
grant was necessary befare MAC

WOL!ld give the $5,000 grant to the |

the grant to the authority).”
Amberger said he and others
heard rumors that Patterson was
at best lukewarm toward the au-
thority. “But this is en Oakland
County issue. It would be inap-
propriate for ua to comment.”
‘The Metropolitan Affairs Corp,
(MAC), a privately funded organi-
zation formed to promote efficient

Patterson — and Grubba —
were reportedly concerned about
whether or not the new suthority
would have taxing power.

Pattersan'’s support — or lack
of — for the authority is likely to
come up tonight when the agency
meets at 8 p.m. in the Natlonal
Gnuuéd Armory on Eight Mlle

oad.

and lwernging our money, we can’
revitalize the Elght Mile Corr-
dor,” said Wendy Strip-Sittamer,
executive director of the South-
field D Di Au-

County commltment at issue on Elghthle ?fii-up

thority and byluws by which to,

- operate — Rogers abstained.

Tho actions of Rogers, director
of the county'u wmmunlty and

thority who is & vocal member of
the task forco. “We've had excel-
lent cooperation from Detroit,
Macomb County and, unv,ll now,
Oakland County. But we're con-
cerned nbout continued coopera-
tion from Oakland County,”

Contributing to that concem
was the conduct of Ken Rogers,
who represented Oakland at the
task force's last meedng. He
seemed to speak volumes . by
his silence.

On two critical lssues — up-
grading from a task force to an au.

speculation. “Dld it mean Patter-
son is against dn authority to re-
vive Eight Mile Road?” “What

* about his campalgn pledge to re-

juvenate communities In the

southern part.of the county?""
Among the most vocal {8 Fra-
cassl. “For too long the south end
of the county has been Ignored,”
:uld the Southfi :gd mayor nnd
wao

't\mﬂu at'the mmlndy mlud

gnal.
Hoping to get' duiﬂcadon, Fns-
cassl called on the executive ¢ .

Wednesdcy to get some answers, |
n .

“I'm a Republican, and I've
a polmca] aupporter of Brooks for ;
years, . .'

Dlverted to Grubba

Instead of talking to the execu- | .

tive, Fracassi was referred to John

Grubba, one of two deputy execu- :

tives. Like Patterson, Grubba is .
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Before Radial Kerafotomy

Clearly, the Mlchlgan Eyecare
Institute can make a difference

As founders of the Michigan Eyecare Institute, Dr. William Myers
and Dr. Mark Rubinstein have been at the forefront of
ophthalmologic breakthroughs. Dr. Myers was the second
ophthamologist in the U.S. to perform radial keratotomy

— the breakthrough procedure to correct nearsightedness.
The Michigan Eyecare Institute was also where the first Excimer laser
was located in Mlchxgan For more information, or to schedule
a free screening, call us at 1-800-676-3937.

SDUTHFIELD: 29877 Telegraph, Suite 100 352-2806
LIVONIA: 14555 Levan, Suite E-101 464-7800
DEARBORN: 5050 Schaefer 582-7440
DETROIT: Fisher Building Suite 874 872-2626

PREVIEW

3911 S, Rochester Rd.
Rochester Hilis

853-0710

THE ESCADA
MARGARETHA LEY
Come see how easy it is FAL 1993 COUECTION
to replace worn-out windows wum:’;fzm"'
with energy- efficient N -
Andersens windows., FRIDAY, APTIL 30TH,
FROM 1010 5.
Dates: Dearbom His. Apiil 28th
Aprit 18th INFORMAL MODEUNG
Timo: 7:00 p.m, FROM 1110 4.
CALL FOR SPACE 10N A
DR WAL BE ON HAND 10
ASSST WIH YOUR
SELECTIONS:
DESIGNER SPORTSWEAR,
QUALITY WINDOW
TER .
“THE ANDERSEN WINDOW EXPERTS™ o Somonet Colocton, uq Bocvor ot Cookdgo.
24023 Ann Arbor Tr.
Dearborn Helghts
274-4144

Oponmmﬁm'og Saturday 1036 6: &.rm(ﬂloﬁw
‘onane Town Contor, Dooom.
Cwmmmnmtav Soturcioy 10 10 7; Sunaay 1210 6.

SAKS FIFTH AVENUE

ESCADA MARGARETHA LEY

SAVE ON ALL BICYCLES & ACCESSORIES

Thursday, April 291k SAVE ]030%

ON ENTIRE STOCK OF BICYCLES & ACCESSORIES

Friday, April 30t SAVE 10-40% - -

ON REMAINING BICYCLES & ACCESSORIES

SATURdAy, May 1st SAVE 10-6 0%

ON REMAINING MERCHANDISE BICYCLES & AC CESSORIES

lemlnghcm West Bloomfield Rochaster Hills ~ St.Clalr Shores
644-9184 854-6633 . 852-0888 777-0357
M. Clemens Stetling Helghts Port Huron *Plymouth
4563-5384 - 262107% - 982-3080

~ 4-800-404-FITT

453-2233




