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Senate OKs ‘education warranty’

BY TiM RICHARD
Brayr Werrzs

Employers would be guaran-
teed that new high school gradu-
atea they hire will be competent

in basle fob akills under two con-
troversial bl the

{lla passed by
Michigan Senate.

. High schools would be required
to rotrain workers found to be un.
skilled — at the gradusting
schools’ expense.

UL you 1 defecti

of West Bloomfleld and Dy

Willlam Faust of Westland.,
Opposed wers Democrats Jack

Faxon of Parmington Hills and

Goorge Z. Hart of Deatbomn.

The bills split both parties —
20 Republicans and four Demo-
crats voted yes; 10 Demacrats and
two Republicans voted no,

Gov, John Engler aupports the
measures, which go to the House
after the Easter break.

product from a store, you take it
back. The same principle applics

ly,” eo did Sen. Deb-

bie Stab D-Lansing, a Dem-
ocratic hopeful for governor. “The
concept is good,” said Stabenow,
adding, “It seems to me we're put-
ting a huge crunch on the system,
and I have very, very serious con-
cerns about that."

It sets up another level of test-
ing,” sald Faxon, a former teacher
and doubter about the Michigan
Educational Assessment Program
(MEAP). “Warranting an educa-
tion,” he added, ““would open up

potential sources of litigation.”
Ben. Doug Carl, R-Utica, called
this hill "ﬂu;dly mpcnslbh,"
saying costa of requiring rem
instruction hadn't been doter-
mined. :
Senate minority floor Jeader

" John Cherry, D-Clio, opposed the
MEAP test stand. -

bill because
ards are too low for the world of
work. “It means outcomes within
a content area in math, science or
reading that is assessed In the
10th or 11th grade MEAP test.

here,” sald sponsor Michael
Bouchard, chair of the Senate Ed-
ucation Committee. “Our schools
must take responsibility for the
students they graduate,”

7 Opponents said the bills would
create more bureaucracy and law-
suits.

The bllls were passed on 24 to
12 vates.

. Supporting them wore Republi-
cans Bouchard, Mat Dunaskiss of
Lake Orion, Robert Geake of
Northville and David Honlgman

Engler

}}-am page 5A

loopholea, We nailed all the back
doora, tho side doors, the trap
doora shut.”

* If Proposal A should be np-
proved, the additional sales tax
would go into effect in July, while
tho millage reductions would be
peflected In tho August tax collee-
tlon, Engler sald.

;Ylore for students

= In Observer & Eccentrle com.
unities, 12 of 13 achool millages
Svould decline, but per puplil
“»pending would increase in every
“xase. Lost millage revonue would
e made up with state subsidies
+derived from the extra sales tax.

2 The big winners would be
vMWayne-Westland school district
rosidents, whose millage would
drop from 47 to 27. On tho other
+»end of tho spectrum is Bloomfield

~millage would increase by 0.5,

+» Engler admits that voting for
+Proposal A is not In everyono'a
< Immediate personal interest, “but
3n the democratic process we

porsonal agenda aside.”

- The governor belisves that by ..

“yeducing taxes In high tax cities
iJike Detroit and Westland, there
“will be more incentive for busi-
cases to locate in those places,

“Today there's a huge incentive
move from the coro cities and
~some of the suburbs to the more
~rural areas because the tax bur.
rdens ore less,” ho said. “That dis.
radvantage would dlsappear a lit-
Ale bit (if Proposal A passecs).
JThero may still be a differentinl,
Zhut it w?_uld be much leas than it

s .

3 One potential problem down
Jhe road with Engler's plan is the
Jeffect on cities, townships and
Yschool districts if double-digit in.
~flotion comes back, With assess-
<ment increases limited to 6 per-
Zcent, an inflation rate of 10 per-
“cent ‘for & fow years would
undermine the spending power of
cities, townships and school dis-

In that case, Engler said, “They
could alwaya ask (voters) for more
millage.” But that might be the
least of our problems, “If inflation
ever hits 10 percent again there's
going to be a lot of trouble in the
economy,” Engler said. “That’s

,-the greatost thief of all. When you
+ talk about robblng someone, in-
+ flation will do that quicker than
. anything. It's going to mean the
: end of whoevet is presldent.”
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