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To have to worry about persistence of flooding

is-not a way to live,
. Willlam Costick,
1989

y Hills clty

Residents must ride mug'hvhnd over the city
caurml to assure relief as fast as possible.

ingt: Observor inlon, July 6, 1889
ip hooray for the Farmington Hilla City
Council. It scems intent on finishinga
flood contral project it started almost
four years ago In the flood-prone Ken-
dallwood subdivision.

And the council is sticking to its plan (coun-
cil members have called it “a promise”) despite
some rather spirited and vocal opposition from
subdivision residents.

*Those detractors (their stories have been told
in recent Observer articlea and in lotters to the
editor) say the projéct is overpriced at $12 mil-
lion and not really needed.

**'-We suspect, however, that a lot of these folks
would just rather not bo bothered with the
bulldozers, noise and dirt that como with & ma-
Jor draln project.

... Well, perhaps they didn't live in Kendall-

- wood on June 21, 1989, when the rains came
and the crecks (actually, they'ro called drains)
rose, causing misery and flooded basements in .
moro than 200 homes in the sub in the 12 Mile
and Faymington Road area.

Or, maybo they were the lucky ones whose
houses atayed high and dry during that great
downpour.

Anyway, it's casy to forget to take your medi-

hen it comes to suspicious telephone
solicitors, let’s borrow a tactic {and the
3 phmaeolagy) of the anti-drug zenlots,
+“Who tel! us: “Just say no.”

B Now the good advice is: “Just hnng up " Slnm

Pipe dreams?
Council must finish project

cino when you're feeling a lot better, And, flood-
wise, things hava been better in Kendallwood.
Last summer was cool and very rainy, yet no
flooding was reported in the subdivision.

But council, bering '89, is d: ined
to fix what waa wrong.
What is planned is a bypass plpa 8'/x feet in
ing south under K

Drive from a detention basin at 13 Mile and
Farmington roads. A trench about 28 feet deep
and 60 feet wide will have to be dug to accom-
modate the new drain.

The drain, hopefully, will keop the nearby
Minnow Pond Drain from overflowing during
rainstorms, The total cost might be as high as
$22 million with interest on the sewer bonda,
But that’s tho price you pay when you've built
on a floed plain.

Now, please understand: We're not trying to
stifle anyone's opinion. The city has promised
public hearings on this project, and drain de-
tractors should attend and let their feelings be
known. They also should continue to write the
newspaper, if that's how they best express
themselves.

Maybe the last word hasn't been sald on this
issue,

Sure, it'll be dusty and noisy and inconven.
ient for a little while in Kendallwood. Any con-
struction project is, But right now it’s our
thinking that the city should get this drain un-
derground and flowing as aoon as possible,

‘There were serious floods in the Farmington
area in 1989, 1982 and 1968, At the Farmington
Hills City Hall, they like to talk nbout the *100-
year rains” that cause the flooding. It’'d be nice
to be ready when the next one comes.

When in doubt, just hang up

B The good advice Is: “Just hang
up.” Slam the phone on those
pesky, annoying, overbearing —
and often unscrupulous — tele-
p solicitors, If you don't llke

- the phone on those pesky,
~ ing — and often unscrupulous — telephnno 80~
£ licitors, if you don't like what you're hearing.

In 8o doing, you'll be joining authorities from
across the state who have launched a *Project.
Hang Up" campaign to put con-artist callers
permanently on hold,

The Michigan State Police ‘Troopers Assocla.

TETLERE

what you're hearing.

Somo solicitations are on the level, however
but many are Such
scams bilk state residents out of 2s much as $15
mllllon ayear nnd dumago thc imngu of law en-

TR

on, according to preas reports, d the
effnrt after people began complaining about

from fund-rai laiming to rep-
.~ resent law enforcement groups.

TECRPT eIy

Indeed, many local telephones are rung to

+ raise funda for POA (police union) causes, but

& very rarely is it a police officer doing the calling

s and asking. It's probably someone from a inde-
= pendent wlamukel(nz firm on the other end of

iy > the line.

»  Many residents compluln about such begging
= calls. They can be annoying, especially when
~ they come at dinner time, Small business own-
> ers and tho elderly are favorito targets of the
Lulemukeur, who preys on their fear of crime,
Some boiler-room beggers claim to be raising

money for bulletproof vests for cops or pluy-
ground equipment for kids or drug ed!

e

v e

an A d Press report
said recently,

Now, we're not against police unions solicit-
ing. We'ro not even against telemarketing with
its boiler room eperations. You can always say
noand. . .just hangup.

Citizens who are thinking of giving an answer
to a telephone plea should feel free to aak plenty
of questions if they have any doubt. If the caller
is rude or evasive, or if thero is the least little
Buspicion, yep, you guessed it: Just hang up!

A new state law that took effect last Decem-
ber requires solicitors to register with the state
and forbids them to say things that might in-
timidate people to give, .

We 1] happy w have the help from Lansing,

programs in schools.

Sometimes special treatment for the giver
(“Hey, put our bumper sticker on your car") is
jmplied, or there is a hint that polico response

LAY
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idi ould ber that they hold
tha real power hem, hold it in their hands — the
hands that hold the telephones.

Oh, was that noise we just heard the sound of

a telephone receiver being slammed down?
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‘I'd tell him to do

what he

he'd do, instead
of tefling al
thesa fles.’

Las Rows
Farmington
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LETTERS .
Story Incomplete number of rehospltalizations for clients in eri-

fter reading Sunday's edition of the Oak-
A land Press and Thursday's edition of the

Farmington Observer, I was very disap-
pointed,

There was an article about Michael Dwycr.
the police chief’s son. In my opinion, the stories
were incomplete.

Michac) Dwyer has had his problems with al-
cohol and drugs and made some wrong deci-
sions, but for the past six months he has made
a difficult turn for the better,

He attends aeven to 10 support group meot-
ings a week, The person that was written about
is not the same person he is today. He is prov-
}ng himself every day of the progress he is mak-
ng.

True enough, his choico of friends wasn't the
best, and his past wasn't the best, but all of his
asdociates are in recovery.

1was disappointed that he wasn't crerliwd for

“the positive changes he has made to better his

life and the lives of people around him.
I‘fe:(li that good as well as negative should be
noticed.

He called FHPD of a possible drug deal,
where one arrest was made and cocaine and
cash were confiscated. He aseisted a Mobil em-
ployee who was being harassed by a drunk cus-
tomer. He noticed something was wrong and no-
tified Farmington palice,

Ho has alerted 911 of a possible crime occur-
ring at Sunshine Accura where one arrest was
made for auto theft.

These thinga go far beyond his job at Bob
Saks, and I feel he should be recognized for the
good things he does, too,

So many of us say we are going to change
things in our lives and we never do, Not only
has Michael Dwyer said he is going to change,
but he proves it every single day of his life. -

Annette Robt F s

Grasp opportunity

fter 21 years of working with chronically
mentally ill adults in Oakland County, it
is exciting to hear of the possibility of

I d residentlal s -

support
would reduce the atress for clients trying to llvc
on $441 per month. (Typical funding for S.8.I. |,
clients trying to live independently). "

What a tragedy it would be to disrupt pro- "

grams and clients in our present system by the
failure of the Qakland County Board of Com-
missioners to accept full management when the
opportunity exists to recoive funds to build on

the solid foundation of services designed and  ~
perfected over the last decade. ot

This {5 no time to start again at ground zero ~
simply because a few details of the contract re-
maln unresolved.

It is time we put our responsibilities for this
chnllenged population ahead of our fears of the -
and grasp the for full
management which now presents itaclf.
Karl R. Disler,
QOakland County Community
Mental Health Services

¢
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Editorlal knocked

n responae to your editorial on “Stop at- £ -
tack on abortion rights,” I can also say
“Stop attack on unborn babies!” |

Your analogy between vasectomies and bh'th ..
is apples and oranges. Where is your sense?

A man can provent a pregnancy, but you wnnt
women to be able to elect to terminate that  *-
pregnancy for you.

You have no idea what a woman or a baby
goes through during an abortion,

That's why the plctures and information
must be shawn to the woman. She must see and' "
d d what she ia inating. It's LIF'
That baby growing inside her was festilized v+
and is made from God's plan for reproduction‘of~
this plnnet. Miw
The only way it can be stopped is by destro; L
ing the bables arms, legs, and head. The head
crushed, and the limbs pulled off.
Example: the child who was born with only/
one arm after her abortion failed. a2l

'l’he olher method is bumning the baby with&

full management.

Over the years, there has been a ulow but
steady increase in the services p to this
population.

Rccidlviam hnn been gmutly redueed. and re-
cently d

portunities for improving qnnlity of lifo.

Case management has successfully linked cli-
ents to, and maintained them within, a multi- |
tude of community acrvices; however, there is

atill a need for intensive programs to work with

those having special nceds,

Full management would provide new funds
for Oakland County to fill the gapa in our pma-
ent system such as more assertive community
treatment teams for resistant clients and men-
tally ill substance abusers, Short-term resid

Would you like to die thntwny?*;- :

It's easy for men to legislate how a woman iy,
to get rid of this baby, but in reality it is murdor.
and I will never vote for it, and I don’t want my‘.
tax monies going for it either. -

Edna Venturino, Welllnnd
L ] n

'l

Opinions are to be shared: We welmme your o
ideas, as do yournEIgnbors That's why we offer,,
this space weekly basis for opinions in your ;.
own wonis. Ws will help by editing rordaflty. To-
assure authenticity, we ask that you sign your -
letter and provide a contact telephone number.

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Famr.

tial criais centers could prevent a conslderable
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k. time won't be as fast without the donor’s help.

E | QUESTION:

k | i youcould

k| have aprivate

E | audlence with -

E | President Bil

. Clinton, what

| would you tell

4 him?

9 Weasked this | ‘Don't touch So-
questionatthe | cial Security dis-
Farmington ability, Madicare
Place senior it | 30d Medicald.”

| Zenresidence. DesMarals

E Farmington

1
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