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" POINTS OF VIEW —

Thanks to them, Operatmn Turneff is a go'

mnt Zenith's ghost. . . what
ha':; I gone and wrlw:n myself

§

.On April 15 in this apace I said I'd go
cdld turkey with television — that's
right, I said I'd give up the boob tube
far soven days in May.

+On April 16 1 just said it. Tough talk,
Spny boy. Now, thanks to some chal-
lenged readers, I have to do it. And
Sunday, May 16, ia the big sign off. Oh
well, & promise is a promise.

You may remember: Fed up wuh the
yucky stuff that seems to be clogging
the airwaves and thn chnklng thu cablu

drop TV for that period, too, That's
one enormous if,

Not to worry, I told myself, this is
suburbia and suburbanites lové their
TV. Everybedy loves TV, Showme a
home without a TV. Show mo a room
in those homes without a TV.

‘We'ro wired, eo to speak. We're also
hooked. Not many of us could avert our
eyes from those flickering imagea on
the screen for one hour, let alone one

egk.
Nn, Ithou;ht. no one'll take up that
chullungc. and I'll be flopped on the
couc ogling Vanna, secum in the

these daya, I wrote in the F:

Observer that I'd hnd it with TVand
that I'd be willing to try life without
the tube for seven whole days,

» But, anickering and smirking wise
guy that I am, I left myself a way out,
orsol thuught. 1said I'd drop TV like
the bad habititis if, . . ifareaderto
two would go along for thn ride and

Reconmder pros, cons of homosexual rlghts R

hat consenting adults do in
the privacy of their own home
is their own business.

. That statement applies to politics,
religion and sex.

. The operative words are consenting
dnd adults, Forcing someone to do
domething they'd rather not do, or in-
volving children in illegal or immoral
uctlvltiea, is simply unacceptable,

Having eaid so, I have reached my
bmit on articles about gay people,

! Il'ymuegulnrly read newsapapers and
mngnz{nes you'll notice it's beon im-
possible to go for more than 24 hours
wllthout reading a story about gay peo-

° Gay men living togother. Lesbians
raiaing children, Awareness of homo-
sexuality. Sexuality classes In schools.
Groups that condemn gay lifestyles.
Senators who condemn gay soldiers,
Companies that offer employeo bene-
fits to same-sex partners, Publicly goy
men who drag privately gey men into

‘II_j:’s back to future for jobs

that I am kling — lke
just about everyone ulse out here in
televisionary land.

But I didn't figure on readers like
Bev and Tom Cornell and David and
Urmila Staudacher — folks with their
antennae up for a challenge — coming
a}o ng to make an honest columnist out
of me.

the public spotlight. Gay corporate ex-

ecutives who live in fear of having their

llfeatylcu exposed. Companies that dis-
i against empl

of being gay. Restaurants that an-

nounce thny will not hire gay help.

That’s not all. I haven't even gotten
into the religious arguments yet — gay
priests welcomed by thelr congroga-
tions, gay pricsts kicked out of their
churches, heterosexunl pricats prenld-
ing at gay marriages. . .

Enough. The pro- and antl-gny
forces are doing themselves moro harm
than good. Both groups need to retreat,
regroup and review the message thoy're
sending out.

First, the anti-gay forces: No one be-
lieves for a moment that you lead the
prim, squeaky-clean lifestyles you
waould force on others.

It's great to turn on CNN and watch
U.S. senators and “‘experts” rail
against gay soldiers, in particular, and
gay lifestyles in general, as though they

Yes, they eaid, we'll dump TV fora
weck, if you do, We'll all expell it from
our systems like so much rancid food
we've mistakenly ingested. And we'll
be thers for each other, making sure
fingers stay shoved down throats so
that the purging may go on and on.

Well, uh, thanks for calling, guys.
Um. ..0K.

. yeah, I asked for sup-
port ‘and nuppart Igot,solot’sdoit!

are a blight on society and arip in
America’s moral fabric.

These arc the same hypocrites who
cheat on their spouses and make a
mess of it in public, ruin themselves
and their careers, drag their familics
down with them and, just for good
measure, embezzle a little tax monoy
on their way out of town. Fine exam-
ples all of upstanding American behav-

for,
And let's not forget the Tailhook

Let's give up watching TV for seven
days, beglnnlnx May 16!
m|

.| Turnoff (well, I had to call it some.

thing!) seem much more resolute than

The Staudachers are Southfield resi-
dents. David Staudacher designs soft-
ware for Compuware in Farmington
Hills. Ha and wife Urmila are the par-
enta to two children, Salome, 13, and
Christopher, 2, who will also partici-
pate in Operation Turnoff.

“§'m going to give my TV away for
that time period so [ won't be tempt-
ed,” David Staudacher said. “I recom-
mend sh radio as a substi
It can be very interesting.”

Bev Cornell, well known in the
Farmington area aa the woman who
rehabilitates wild animals, should
have plenty to keep her busy during
the Turnoff, She's also active in the

—a
PRIy 1 hahavi

of on
the pm of 140 high-ranking Navy and
Marine officers. Those officess were
representatives of the same military
groups that think homosexuals in thelr
ranks will cause all kinds of gender
problems,

Second, the pro-gay forces are no
better. Apparently it isn't enough to
tolerate their lifestyles — they require
approval as well,

1t doesn’t say nnything about ap-
pmvnl in the Constitution when relig-
ion or politics is discussed. It says they
must and will be tolerated.

One's sexual orientation is no more
or less important than religion or poli-
tics. When, for exzample, the religious
fanatics rear up, they get slapped down
by a public that says we aren't intercst-
ed — do as you wish, but do not re-
quire my participation.

Pro-gay forces are correct

. TR
Mnsum Swimmln mgrum * —

Husband Tom is a senior dealin en~
gineer at the new Nissan facility in . ew
Farmington Hills. Son Kirk, a 2z-ynax‘.=
old candidate for an advanced anthrove

pology degree ot Wayne State Univers™
ty, will algo awitch off for the week, .~

So there you hava the cast of charac-
ters for our little drama, ['m sure we'll
all be taking bows at midnight on the
moming of Moy 23 as brighter, better”
people for our experience.

Uh, there's just one thing. Won't
somebody please tape *“The Simpsons®
for me at 8 p.m. on the 'l'humdny of
Turnoff week? . °

Tom Baer is the editor of The Farm:.
ington Observer. Recently, he pur- =
chased the “Manager's Special” —a *
brand-new Zenith TV with a 25-inch .
screen — at ar: ABC Warehouse. He _
can be criticized by calling 477- 5460 =

country. They nhouid not have to lﬁdc
or live in fear. Thoy should not be out.
lawed. They ahould enjoy the same ,:
rights anyone else does. .

That does not mean they should ex-
pect anyone to go beyond tolerance an
celebrate their lifestyles. Tolerance, on
equal footing with the numerous reli ‘-'
ious and political groups in America,”
should be enough for anyone. .

Overall, both sides need to romember
sumethlng: We're talking about sex. It
doesn't deserve a 10th of the discus- :=
nton it hnn generated, And in fnct. is ..

d themore it'a d

Besides, no one should be so igno- -
rant as to step up and define what is
“normal” in this realm

Normal is defined by the particl-
panta.

Philip Sherman is the editor of the
West Bloomfield/Lakes Eccentric
He can be reached at 644-

to insist on equal standing in this

1100 Ext. 264,
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with Guv’s revisionist plan

ties in adjusting to a globa! compatitive
economy have provoked a sea change in
attitude, For tho first time ina genornlinn there
now exists a ranging from
leaders to govornment bureaucrats, from labor
leaders to educators, from Republicans to Dem-
octau

] Much of America’s competitiveness problems
comea from tho lack of skills in the workforce.

8 American school leaders and workers have
fewer work-related skills than our foreign com-
patitors,

O Jobs requiring low skills can be expo.ted any-
whero around the world. Conversely, if Ameri-
catis are no more productive than Mexican
workers, tho best wages we can expect are at the
Mexican level.

M. We need to attack the skills deficit both for
school leavers nnd for workers who are at risk of
bemg d b thoy possess obeol
ki

8 Because the skills deficit exists through

A merica’s — and Michigan’s — difficul-

‘PHILP POWER

grated system pioncered by Blanchard. A Mich-
igan Jobs Commission w1ll overseo both eco-
nomic i and

G *s Workr o J the
old Michigan Job ’I‘minlng Coordinating Coun-
cil but does larxDIy the same thing.

The ph r:seology in tho press relense was

the entire economy, tho approprinte remedy is
universal and should not be targeted at aub.
groups such as the poor or minorities,

Becently political history bears out the con-

ki ingle ly system that
wxll mplaco t?ebeonfusing and wnaleful maze of

Republican Engler even praised Democrat
Clinton's hapes cf creating a “new unified job
ining system.” 1 ber writing stuff like

Jim Blanchard, as g ized the
skills need when he consolidated management
forthe mazo of job trainiug programs that exist-
ed in Michigan. Keyed around the Michigan
Opportunity Card, the system sought to offer
jobtraining to nnybody who needed it, witha
minimum of bureaucratic fuss,

The program excited a lot of national atten-
tion. It fotmed the basia for George Bush's Job
Tnlnlng 2000 proposal during the last year of
his' przn{dency, and it triggered much of Presi-
dent Bill Clinton's campaign rhetoric last year.

Interestingly, one of John Engler’s first acts
aftor becoming governor in 1591 was to tear

the entite system erected by Blanchard. I
cx?ia’ctiud this at the time, arguing the program
wasn't worthless merely use it wasn't in-
vented by the Engler Administration.

And so nobody was lurprlled when Engler
earlier this year sign package of executive
ordera that, in e[fect, Mlubllahad Lba inte-

that when I was trying to get the samo idea off
the ground back in the late 1980s.

1 .

Engler has made a

| S

head the Workforce Commission: Juanita Pmr-
man, director of governmental affairs for Kelly
Services, She worka for a corporation that
assesses the skill and then trains more people
than any organization in America except the
armed services.

‘The consensus on work{orce skills is solid.
Whether Blanchard or Engler, Bush or Clinton,
the puhl(c policy thrust is the eame. The real

is whether g can find
enough touah-mindnd resulta-oriented people
to convert public policy prescription into reali-
ty.

Phil Power is chairman of the company that
owns this newspaper. His touch-tone voice mail
numbers i3 (313) 553-2047 ext, 1880,

Your opinions Tell us and your neighbors what you think about the opinions
coun! by writing a letter to the editor at: The Observer,
21898 Farmingten Road, Farmington 48338, Or, if you have a
Touch-Tene® phone, you can leave a voice mail message for our
columnists. Their numbers ate listed at the end of each column.
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