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ENTERTAINMENT

Youth theater

loomfield Players Youth Theatra will pres.

ent two productions at Andover High

8chool, 4200 Andover Road at Long Lake
Road, one block west of Telegraph, Bloomfield
Hills, on April 30 and May 1. “The Tales of Hans
Christian Andersen” will be presented 7 p.m. Fri-
day, April 30, and 1 p,m. Saturday, May 1. “You're
aGood Man. Chaslie Brown" will be presented at
8:16 p.m, Friday, April 30, and 2:15 p.m, Saturday,
May 1. Tickets are $2 and may bo bought at the
door. For more Information, call 433-0885,

Avon Players
A von Players will present “A Chorus Line"

woekends atarting 8 p.m. Friday, April 30,
through Saturday, May 22, at the play-

bouse in Rocheater Hills, For ticket information,

" call 375-1390,

- Audltions

Nancy Gurwin Productions is holding auditions
for “Phantom of the Op'ry,” ages 8 to 17, 11:30
am, to 3 p.m. Sunday, May 2, in m 131-132 at
the Jewish Community Center, Woest Maple
Road, West Bloomfleld. All roles available. Pro-
cessing and audition fee $5, For more information,

Nancy Gurwin, 354-0545. Also auditioning for
& rebearsal accompanist for “Phantom,” and mu-
slc director for Camp of the Arts at the center this
summer,

Birmingham Concert
Band

jrmingham Concert Band presents “A
Spring Fling” at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 2, nt

¥ the Lutheran Church of tho Redeemer, .
1800 Weat Maple, Birmingham, Concert will fea-
ture music to shake tho winter doldrums, Freo-wilt
offering.

Casting call
. unlor Actors of Ridgedale Players will audi-
tion youngsters agea 8 to 18 for a variety of
roles in “Heidl,” at 1 p.m. Saturday, May 1
at the playhouse, 206 W, Long Lake Road, Troy.
Play dates are June 25, 26, 27, For information,
call 549-2571.

Dance benefit

ose Marles Floyd's Contemporary Civic Bal-

lae Compnny presents “Kaleidoscopa of

Dance” to ralse money for the Detroit In-

atitute of Arts, at 3 p.m. Sunday, May 2, at South.
field-Lathrup ngh Schoo! Audltorium, 19301 W.
12 Mile Road, Lathrup Village. Tickets are $10
adults, $6 seniors and students 18 and younger,
Call 851-7408, 851-9326, 539.3320, or 546-7480 for

ticket information. Tickets will also be available
at the duor.

Jazz

alma Shamborguer and Trio will perform

at the Southfield Concerts in the Garden

Seriea 11 a.m. Sunday, May 2 at the Em-
bassy Suites Hotel, 28100 Franklin, Southfield.
Concert and continental breakfast served at 10:30
a.m., $7.50; concert and coffee, $4. For ticket infor-
mation, call 354-4717,

Show warmly recreates gospel smgs

“Smoke on the Mountain" contin-
ues through Moy 16 at the Meadow
Brook Theatre on the campus of Oak-
land University. For ticket informa-
tion, call 377-3300,

— Hallolujabl Meadow
Brook has & winner
with an unusual the-
atrical presentation
that neatly combines
gospel music, gentle
comedy and wry in-
sights into rural

American family life,
lan Bailey

concnlved _ "Smoke
the

rom warm  child.
hood memores of all night gospel
sings. In the program notes he writes
that he always admired those travel-
ing gospel ainging familles who. al-
woya seemod so perfect and happy
compared to his own family,

“Smoke" recreates one of those goa-
pel sings but reminds us that all fam-
illes share troubles, Bailey and writer
Connis Ray have fun with the style of
Baptist worahip but show deep re-
spect for the fnessage, This delicats
balance {s maintained by a perfect
cast who seem to have nuppcd whole
out of the hot June Carolina night of
1938 when the performance ia set.

The . Mervin Oglethorpa pre.

pares his mnmgatlon for a special -

night at tho Mount Pleasant Baptist
Church, The Sanders Family Singets
are performing again after a long hi-
atus, Unfortunately, aa the play
opens, the family is late returning
from their meal at the Eat and Run,
They finally arrive is a state of disor-
dedrl, Llll,elr bus having turned over into
aditch,

This incident sets up the main
premise that perfect families in per-
fect harmony are an illuston. The
Sandera include Burl and his hefty
good natured wife Vera, Burl's recent-
1y returned brother Stanley, and Burl
and Vera’s three children, the lively
twins Denige and Dennis and the shy

June,

As the evening unfolds we are
treated to some foot-stomping white
Southemn gospel music, some of it au-
thentlc and some written for the
show. Tho actors are all excellent mu.
siciens and the by

(7B

Gentle comedy. Don Br:yant (Stanley) (left), Barbara Larsen (Vera) and Richard Glaver (Eurl)
appear in “Smoke on the Mountain” at Oakland University’s Meadow Brook Theatre through
May 16

HAlan Balley concelved “Smoke on the Mountaln’
from warm childhood memorles of all night gospel

sings.

Mike Carver and Mark H are

authentic to the style, oven when the
lyrica sometimes have a tongue-in-
cheek quality, Musical highlighta in-
clude “I Wouldn't Tnku Nothing fnr
My mey Now,” “I'm Taking
F]Ight." “Chr‘lnﬂm Cawboy” and ¢ I’ll
Fly Away."

But the best thing ebout this show
is the interplay among the performera
as each gets to testify about thelr
lives and their beliels. David Hems-
ley Caldwell is hilarious as the red-
faced, over-cager Rev, Oglethorpe who
l: denpemtely trylnz to fit in with his
Richard Gloveris a

Groups celebrate National Music Week |

“A Better World Through Music,”
is the theme of the 70th annual obser-
vance of National Music Week spon-
sored by the National Federation of
Music Clubs Inc. The Birmingham
Musicale and Farmington Musicale
will jointly celebrate National Music

'eek, by offering morning, afternoon
and evening concerts, Manday, May 3
through Thursday, May 6 at Tel.
Twelvo Mall, Telcgraph at 12 Mile in
Southfield.

All performances are free and open
to the public.

onday, May 3 — 10:30 a.m. Der-
by Mlddle School Chorus, 10:45 am.
Derby Middle Scheo! Orchestra, 11

am., Derby Middle Achool Tth and
8th grade bande; 11:15 am. The
Rainbow Gltls of Birmingham Musi.
calo; noon, The Milford Musicale
Chorus; 1:16 p.m. The Singing Sen-
jors; 3 p.m. Harrison High School
Jarz Band and Ensemble; 5:16 p.m.
Carl Reyes, pianist; 6 p.m. The
Chime Ringers of Southfield; 7 p.m,
Grace soprano, Joan Bowes,
accompanist; 8 p.m. City of Royal
Ouk Bell Chotr.
# Tuesday, May 4 — 11:15 a.m. Irena
and Marion St i, pie
ano duo; 12:16 p.m. Greenfield Grade
School Honors Choir. 2 p.m. The
Junior Leaguo chom 2:30 p.m.

solid, phil hical Burl, the family's
anchor and not & little resentful
about it. Babara en brings a
sweet voice and an endearing ditzi.

ness to mama Vera.

Don Bryant Balley shows us the
dark aide of redemption and what re-
ligious revelation is nupposed w be
nbout in his richly

go Hollywood but returns to the shel.
ter of her home. Piech is a riot in her :
testimony to the lurea of David
Selznick. Lucinda Blackwood gives a !
tender reading to the plain, untalent.
ed June who has her resentments but
elso her strengths. Jeffrey Currier ia
the other twin who must struggle with
the “call” and finally finds hie voice. |
Currier is a talented musician who
takes his turn on soveral instrumenta I
including a clarinet.

Mike Nichols’ set puta us right {nw )
the church pear the Blue mdge
Mounf.nlnn

The * nn opcninz
night was tamp- |

‘cangregation”
its

ance as troubled brother Stanluy

All is not well with the chiidren
and this, too, {s handied with humor
and insight. Jennifer Piech is non-
stop, happy motion as Denise, the
pretty daughter who Is hot to trot and

Elnine Vermiglio, planist; 3:30 p.m.
Connie Randall, soprane, Elaine Ver-
miglio, accompantst; 5:30 p.m. Doro-
thy Duensing Cormis, lyric mezzo
soprano, Maxine Zeitz, accompanist;
6 p.m. Livonia Youth Symphony of
Michigan Stringed Orchestra; 7 p.m.
Livonia Youth Symphony of Michi-
gan Philharmonic Orchestra, .

B Wednesday, May 56 — 11 e.m. Pow-
er Middle School Orchestra; 11:30
am. West Maple Middle School
Band; 30 p.n. Bimey Middle
School Varsity Chorus and Birney
Middle School Music Workshop; 1:30
p.m. The Silver Tones; 6:16 p.m.
Young at Heart Senior Chorus of

ing ita feet and calling '.ha H ly”
back for more. ’
Hugh Gallogher iz an assistant '
managing editor, copy desk, at the
?b:erur & Eccentric Newtpapen,,
ne.

leonis, 6:16 ‘g.m. Juniy Reger, wpm-’
no;

7 p.m. Farmington Musicale Clmrus,
7:45 p.m. Collette Rosner and Joan
Bowes, Piano Duo |

B Thursday, May 6 — 10 am. Bir-
mingham Muliu!e Stringed E

ble; 11:30 am. Chris Rakoay pla-
nist; 1 p.m, Morrine Smith and Jan
Smith Pjano Duo; 2 p.m, Southfield
High School Madrigals, Concett
Choir and Limited Edition; 4 p.m.
Southfield Lathrup High School Ma-
drigal Singers and Show Choir; 7:30
p.u. Gentleman Songsters of Detmlt,
Oskland Chapter, i
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