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Students learn
government -

the hard way

BYLARRY O'CONNOR ’
BTAre Wiaven
efferson_would have been
proud. Confronted with &
complaint from an irate
elderly resident about the
glare of parking lights, the Farm-
ington City Council had a solu-
tion.
Have the clty mansger meet
with the man one-on-one and
soothe him in his discontent.

.Counciiman for a day David
Clinard came up with the ides,
taking a page from the textbook of
unconventional approaches to
city politics. Even Shirley Rich-
ardson, Willlam Hartsock and Jo
Anne McShanp, who know a thing
or two about city councll proceed-
Ings, had to smile at that one,

Seniors from Farmington High
took part in the elghth annual
Student Government Day April
27 in Farmington.

]t gives them a more personal
view of government,” said Farm-
irigton High teacher Kevin Kang.
man, “It makes them aware of the
issues ond responsibility these
people are involved with.

:“T think most students weren't
aware of the scope of local govern-
ment.”

‘Students were paired off with
city officinls, including city mana-
ger Frank Lauhoff, asscasor John
Sailer and public safety director
Gary Goss in order to see the in-
ner worki:
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On tape: Cable production
specialist Todd Whitman
(left) assists in videotaping
temporary council mem-
bers. Students Norm Ack-
royd (center) and Dan
Baranya: work the equip-
ment.

major in law or accounting at the
University of Michigan next foll.
“There's a lot of training in-
volved.”

Later, Seed gave a public safety
report as sceniors conducted thelr
own council session.

On the agenda were reports
from city manager Raffi Bogostan
on inline skating and skateboord-
ing and the effects of removing

parking from Grand River east of

Formington Road.
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Seniors petitioned in the class-
room for the positions In which
they were Interested.

Kim Seed, a senfor at Farming-
ton High, was director of public
pafety for the day. She made e trip
to the firing range and learned
obout the variety issues facing
public safety departmenta.

“I always .thought it (police
work) meant being out on the
strect,” soid Seed, who wants to

Reporta also came from the ad-

inl {ve nasl clty clerk,
city tressurer, director of public
safety and director of public ser-
vices, In many ways, it was o typis
cal council meeting.

The parking lssue on Grand
River was tabled for further dls-
cusslon, A propoaed arca for in-
line skating and skateboarding
wasn't feasiblo because of e lack
of money.
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Spending plan leaves
senior issue unsettled

I ‘I think the Idea of the .6-mill fund was to en-
sure the future of the senlor program. That was
supposed to be primarily for a facllity. We
should be financing the program out of the

By BiLt, COUTANT
STAY? WRITER

The Farmington Hills city
budgot proposal addresses possi-

ble shortfalla that could occur if
Proposal A passes.

The proposed budget also ad-
dresses the city's new park devel-
opments, and it keeps the tax rate
at leas than 9 mills, ono of the
lowest in Oakland County.

But some people are concerned
that it docsn’t do enough to en-
sure the future of the city's senior
center and its programs,

[ think the idea of the .6-mill
fund was to ensure the futuro of
the senfor program,” said Jerry
Eilis, 8 member of the city’s parks
and recreation committeo, “That
was supposed to be primarily for a
facility. Wo should be financing
tho program out of the general
budget.”

Ellis was not alone in his con-
cern that the city is spending part
of the money from the special
elght-year levy to pay for pro-
grame, rather than buy or build a
new facility.

Councilman Terry Sever said
that because $291,000 was being
spent on “short-term rent” and
$2569,000 was going for expanding
of staff and programs, thero was

no option under the pruposed.

budget to buy or build a senlor

center.
- But if the city were to use more

goneral budget.’

_Jerry Ellis
parks and recreation committee

monoy to buy bonds to buy or
build & new center and expand
programs, it would likely cut into
other recreation programs, he
sald.

“1 donllh know thatrygu coulld
count on the support of the people
who used baseball fields and
soccer fields who helped pass this
millage In the future if you did
that,” Sever sald.

With low interest rates, Sever
argued that the city could borrow
against future revenues and build
or buy a new facility and use more
volunteers or general funds to ex-
pand the senior program.

But city councilman Aldo Vag-
nozzi sald the special tax was in-
tended for programs, not 8 new fa-
cility.

originally hoped either to buy the
-facility or build a new one.

The lasue came up at a special
study scesion with the city coun-
cil and parks and recreation com-
mission Monday night.

Costick, who presented a “very
lean" $52-million budget for
counct! discussion, sald it repre-
sented only o 5-percent increase
from last year's budget and only a
2,1-percent Increase over the last
threo years.

The budget included two new
police sergeants, one full-time
EMS position, and two added
full-time firefighters. But those
items could be cut if Proposal A
passes, which would cost the city
about $360,000, Costick said.

Another big chunk of budget
money will g; toward park land
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“This was never | ded to
bulld a new facility,” Vagnozzi
said.

The city signed a new two-year
lease for the Mercy Center with
the Sisters of Mercy in March,
but several council members hod

Budgets from page 1A

The city will have two more
budget sessions this month and
will schedule a public hearing in
June before edopting the new
budget. Costick said the outcome
of the state clection can then be
factored into the budget.

! That would affect an older com-

munity like where
there'a little new construction.

Thia year, the average assesa.
ment increase was 9 percent in
Farmington, though some areas
experienced a 16-percent rise in
pi ty values. Farmi
Hill®’ average

t in-

jzed value (SEV) on property in
Farmls Hills.

Citles may get nicked in other
ways.

For one, lower tax bills meana a
loss in tax administration fees,

\

to Osborn. i
and Farmington Hills are taking a
wait-and-sce approach,
“My basle approach to council
is, ‘Hero is the budget. Keep in
mind of t’h:u potential cuts,’”

fig-

F for 1
ures to losa $15,000 to $16,000 in
money used to pay for bllllgg and

croase was 6 percent.

: Those properties on which as-
acssments rose more than 3 per-
cont thia year would ace those in-
creases reduced.

+ City assessor Dean Babb esti-
mates there will be averall a $35-
million reduction in state equal

t appeals. F

Hills doesn't have a 1-parcent ad-
ministration fee on tax bills.

Another possible cut in funding
could result in how state revenue
sharing will be affected by Pro.
posal A,

The - uncertainty has caused
some citica to make two budgets,

said F Hills city mana-
ger Bill Costick, “One of the chal-
lenges in preparing the budget is
finding a way to meet that"”

Costick s optimistic, though.
He added tax reform is needed.

“Jt hasn't been frustrating to
mo because we know what tho
propozal Is about,"Costick said.
“It's & greater frustration when
we're deallng with a new legiala-
tive proposal every week.”

STAFY PHOTOS BY SHARON LENMIEUX

Playing the role: Above,

acting as deputy city clerk,
Michele Deering swears in
councilman (and fellow
student) Dave Clinard, At
left, Mayor Kathi Bache
(center) sits between Mi-
chele Deering (left) and
Laura Cunninghamas a
council issue is discussed.

“AU REVOIR,
MY PRECIOUS...
SEE YOU IN AUTUMN"

P’

ANN ARBOR © BIRMINGHAM * DEARBORN * GROSSE P!

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Untl 6 pm. on ﬁgn

Sunday Noon to 5 p.m. Jacobson's Charge, Maste:
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WE WILL PAMPER YOUR

FUR WITH THE SPECIAL

TENDER CARE IT DESERVES

Bid your fur a safe farewell until fall.

Jacobson's will store your fur

Jor summer in a temperature-controlled

vault. Also take advantage of

our other services which include repairing,

cleaning, combing, brushing and

glazing...all meticulously pesformed by

our expert furriers.
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OINTE  LIVONIA ® ROCHESTER
and Saturday,

, Wedn

an A_mcrlcan press®.
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