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. --Derek, who 1s & momber of the Farmington Hills
. Beautification Committee, sald a retention basin
,near his house that feeds the tributary of the
5 Rouge River that flows through his back yard is

poriodically treated to moke it look blue, “for aes-
thetic reasona.”
". He's explained and
others that If they won't treat their lawns, algae
plumes won't form end their backyard creeks will
atay clear,

“Most people don't understand the middla
ground,” he said,

No ordinary Joe

Derck says he could think of a lot of other
things to do with his timo than talk about the
environment. Once you see the mounted head of a
caribou he hunted in northern Quebec, the fish in
hia aquarjum that are native to endangered rain.
foreats, his German wirehair pointer named Bran-
dy and a house full of arts and crafts that roflect
his love of the outdoors, it'a apparent this is no
ordinary Joe.

His wife Judy, whom he met at work in 1981 and
married four years later, found their courtship. . .
well, unusual.

“He asked me If I wanted to go fishing,” she
said. “I said, ‘Sure.' And I loved jt.”

‘The Dereks' two-acre property 18 a haven for
wildflowers like butterfly bush, purple cone flo-
wers, May opple and skunk cabbage, a morel
mushroom patch and a barn from an era when the
property was used as a pig farm.

It was a dream come true.

“We asked our Realtor to see if she could find a
piece of property with a barn, a creek, rocks and a
couple of acres, then call us,” Derek said. “She
called the next day and said, ‘You aren't going to
belleve this.”

That rare combination brought the Dereks to
the Hills in 1989 and brought Joo Derek into con-
flict with gome who saw recreation as strictly
sporting activites,

Derek snya he isn't against organized sports, He
not only played them, but he has supported the

iona! millage that partially went to buy the
sod farm property that will be used for baseball,
soccer and other sporta,

““That’s probnbly a reasonable use for that land,
although I don't know what will happen to those
meadow birds,” he said.

Derek has often been asked why he doesn't leave
the tonds, downy woodpeckers and hawks of
Farmington Hills and live somewhere else where
he won't have to battle developers. But Derek said
he likes the environment he llves in,

And besides, sooner or later, he would have the
same battle.

“Thia 8 part of the city in the country,” he says.
“I think we need to push the environment,"”

Derck says he doesn't want to how] every time a
treo 18 cut down or a bird’s nest is destroyed, but
he's willing to accept the role as mother nature's
advocate. And it's not likely a new dovelopment in
Farmington Hills will be built without some con-
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“There's almoet an immediate
benefit to the good thinga you do
there,” Fobba sald, “Also, you're
able to [nvest [n our future, which
is our children.”

Fobbs and hia wife, Gisselle,
have alx children, five of them in,
the Farmington Schools.

Violence prompted Fobbs in-
volvement in schools, He's a
member of Citizens Against Vio-

lence in the Schools, which
formed this year.
He sald his daughter was the

parking lot and Beechview over-
crowding divide people. Fobbs
sald he understands not everyons
is satisfied.

“But what you also have to do
is bring people into the decision
making process rather than hit-
ting them with the declslon,
Those are the things that cause
problema,"”

- Teamwork is also necessary in
welcoming Il’rl Increasingly dlverse
Ol

victim of an assault by two males
while a student at North Farm-
ington High. The matter was re.
solved, Fobbs zald.

He cites the cooperation be.
tween the school’s principal, De-
borah Clarke, polico and mocl.
workers in the matter,

It's an example of bringing ev-
cryone to the table, a tactic he be-
lieves can tackle school finance,
cultural diversity, tranaportation,

" building and safety {saues,

On finances, Fobbs suggests
trimming waste.
“One of thes most §

, he'sald.

“Not In the easence of what we
have In Detroit where people take
multi-culturalism to an extreme,”
Fobba added, “where people for-
get we're part of one great nation
and that we have a lot to contrib-
ute,

“At the same time, people need
to see the differences in cultures
. «and uee it as & strength.”
Life experiences Indlcate that,
He's 8 19871 graduate of Detroit
Casa Tech, attended Eastern
Michigan Unlversity before
gu.ml’er'ﬂng to Brigham Youn‘g

things is you have to take a look
at how you're operating,” he sald.
“Any large arganization has some
element of inefficlency.”

Fobbs has visited schools in the
district, He ndvocates moking
buildings more energy efficient.
Overcrowdling, though, has boiled
over into other problems.

Issues such as the Wooddalo

He has a bachel
degree in Zoology and & master's
from the University of Puget
Sound.

Outside activities include being
a scoutmaster, a Sundey school
teacher for The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints and
is a volunteer for Habitat for Hu.
manity.

Unhappy with the
nursing home
environment? ()

We may have a

Wonderful Solution for you!

Some nursing home residents ace eligible for
The Nursing Home Alternativel...

...Woodhaven of Livonia (Licensed Assisted

oﬂes? .

sideration for what it will cost the cnvironment,
“They know I'll yell,” he satd.

Chow time: Joe and Judy Derek feed the fish in a stream on their
property in Farmington Hills,

Listen hard: Brandy (left), the family dog, listens to a
family of raccoons which has made a home in the wall of
Derek’s barn. Above: The Derehs looking down into a

Living) where 24 hour care includes:
* Medication distribution + Daily hygicne and bathing

* Special diets + Alzheimers care in 2 non-
» Bladder control, segregated environment
if needed

Licensed ¢ Christian » Nonprofit
Wheelchairs Welcome
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Call 261-9000

Adult Day Care Now Open 7 Days
Per Week, 14 Hours A Day

creek they are trying to keep free of lawn chemicals,

Coyote

from page 1A

she's certain it's a coyote.

"1 felt kind of silly calling
the police,” sald the woman,
who asked that her name not
be used. ““ I apologized for that
but they said they received sov-
eral calla on the matter.”

Reports of coyotea pushing
south have surfaced, according
to Farmington area naturalist
Joe Derek. He'a akeptical,
though.

ﬁy&lui;y i‘v!l]ﬂl‘:h are kd\;l’hun-
guls] eir patchy gray
color and bushy tails, live in
remote areas. It's highly un.
likely ons would be found in a
residential area,

But Derek added: “In nature
you never say never.”

Derek speculates the animal
may be & fox, possibly having a
den near the M-102 freeway,
Or, he adds, it could be a crosa-
bred d

OF.

Coyotes pose little danger to
people unless comnered, he
said.

“Basically, they're not going
to attack people,” Derek said.

79 Wixom
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The Walled Lake Board of Ed.
ucation Thursday night told resi.
dents llvi;xh }nl the Wixom Ele-

placed studenta reside in the ad-
jacent Indian Wells and Indian
Springs subdivisions, located on
the northwest corner of Pontiac
Trail-Beck Road. A third school
included in several of the saven

choo! arca
to bite the redistricting bullet un-
til new schools can be bullt.

But it could still tum into a
powder keg before It's all over.

“Say no to the bond (issue) in
the fall,” said one angry resident
a2 holeft the Walled Lake Middle
School cafeteria alter midnight
Friday,

He was referring to an antlci-
pated bond issue for construction
of new classroom facilities in time
for the 1995-96 school year, which
would hopefully reduce the need
for future ' redistricting. The
school board probably will be pre-
ncnted with a bond issue recom.
manc'huon at one of its June

James Gelsler.

Meanwhile, according to Wix-
om Elementary parents, Thurs-
day's 6-0 board decision to next
fall move 79 atudents to underpo-

- pulated Walled Lake Elementary

School was made months ago —
rendering moot, they claim, recent
citlzen input concerning alterna.
tive suggestions.

Most of the soon-to-be dis-

options reviewed Thursday night,
Loon Lake Elementary, was not
a‘ﬂ’ocwd in the final recommenda-
tion.

With the OK'd recommenda.
tion, one section of the Wixom
area simply will be shifted to the
Walled Lake area, The plan
doean’t account for future growth
at m and costs that school
its classroom space for art and

music, although both subjects

probably will be taught in “on
cart” fashion.

“It doean't address the yéar af-
ter next,” said assistant superin.
tendent of elementary instruction
Hugh Davies, who led the redis.
tricting effort and took the brunt
of the public’s criticlem. “But It
glves the northern Wizom zones a
chance to solidify."

Claims of politics

Other criticisms from parents
included that: the district wanted
to take the “easiest route, not the
best route;” Thuraday’s decialon
was & Band-Ald spproech to the

pupils to move in fall

long-term growth issue; input
from parents wasn't sought early
enough.

“This was all politics in here
tonight,” said Kevin Hinkley,
president of Indian Wetla home.
owner's association, following the
Jong, emotional meeting. “Their
decision was made before they
came here tonight.”

“A document was sent to all
homeowners that thia was going
:.o do‘ne‘:‘Prlo}- to Much-Apd} cit-

meetings, Hinkley said,

Agreeing was another parent
from the affected area, David
Glordano, who said he was “ap-
palled” at handling of the redis-
teicting effort.

Glordano sald Wisom parents
who later got involved to try and
help come up with a workable so-
lution “didn’t stand a chance
against a committee that clearly
made up its mind.”

Wlxnl;:( gn;&nhrympmm
Tammy Korl cized the “pro-
cess,” mal how tha district
didn’t seek input from residents
as soon as last fall, when It was
learned the school would be at
least 65 pupils over capacity (ac-
cording to Fourth Fridsy pupil
counts) for 199384,
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From the original creator of "Les Miserables"...

“The biggest theatrical event

”
Of the year! - Time Magazine
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