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Set in 1942
Yonkers, N. Y.,
Neil Simon's
“Lost in Yonk.
ers,”" opening at
. ¥ suburban the-

atera Friday,
May 14, Is & comedy-drama about
two young brothers forced by cir-
cumstances to live with their
grandmother (Irene Worth), aunt
{Mercedes Rueh!) and uncle
“(Richard Dreyfusas),
o .. . Ever notice there's some-
‘thing wrong with everyono on
Pop's side of the family?" 16.year-
old Jay Kuenitz (Brad Stoll) asks
his 13-year-ofd brother Arty
(Mike Damus), “Mom told mo
that.”

The two boys, sent by thelr re.
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cently widowed father Eddle
{Jack Laufer) to live with the un-
forgiving Grandma Kurnitz while
he pursues a job opportunity in
the South, learns how right mom
was, What they learn will chengo
thelr lives,

Grandma owns a candy store
and comes from the old European
tradition of, “You will obey, you
will work hard,” She teachea the
boys tho hard lessons lifo has
taught her, but not the compas.

‘Dave’: at times funny but short on real political satire

slon that makes them bearable.

Thele Uncle Loufe (Richard
Dreyfuas), a tough-talking gang.
ster, who learned the hard truths
of survival from Grandma, will
give them leasons in larceny.

Uncle Loule is In trouble with
this hoodlum, Hollywood Harry
(Robert Guy Mirandn), from
whom he's stolen money, The
abllity to defy danger — whether
from o gangster or Grandma — ls
what Louis tenches the boys;
that's something they've never
seen in their father and dldn't
know exleted.

“They're enamored of him, and
he's a romantic figure in their
eyes,” sald director Martha Coo-
lidge, “They don't realize he's o
third-rate gangater.”

Eccentric and _childiike Aunt
Bella (Mercedes Ruehl), who has
a learning disebility, and was
over-protected by her mother, ‘ylll
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Neil Simon’s ‘Lost in Ypﬁker 3 ope

Impressions

Have you seen any good or
bad movies lately? We want to
hear from you,

Call Keely Wygonik, Enter-
tainment editor, 953-2105, to
comment on newly released
movies, including “Dove.” Be
sure to leave your name and
Dphone number where you can
be reached. To FAX comments,
call 591-7279,

Or write Wygonik: Enter-
tainment Editor, Observer &
Eecentric Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, MI 48150.

and directed by Coolidge from
Simon's screenplay.
Th d is Jo-

teach the boys the most
leason of all — how to generats
and sustain love in an atmos-
phere where it has never been per-
mitted to exist.

Neil Simon screenplay
Presented by Rastar Produc-
tions and Columbla Plctures,
“Lost in Yonkers” is based on
Neil Simon’s Pulitzer Prize-win.
ning play, produced by Ray Stark

Released by: Warner Bros.

. Starting: Kevin Kline, Sig:+ *
ouirney Weaver, Frank Lan-
gella and Kevin Dunn, . -
Dirocted by: Juan Reitman: -
Produced by: Lauren Shuler- -
Donner.and Jvan Reitman”
Written by: Gary Rosa

‘Ratod: PG-13 -

"(Parents are strongly cautioned) :
Running time: One hour, 657 . |

“minutes - . i :
Ratlng (out of a possible four: .

-The cxaggerat.
ed hand ges.
tures, wire-
rimmed glasscs
and fragmented
speeches recall
George Bush.
The sexual appo-
tite, however, is
strictly John F.
Kennedy.

When Presi-
dent Bill Mitch-
ell suffers a stroke while dallying
with a pretty young aide, the
‘White House stalf Is anxious to
cover it up. They hire look alike
nobody Dave Kovic to temporari-
ly step into the oval office.

While the spin is slightly differ.
ent, “Dave” ochx.-a, only mildly en-

o
scph M. Caracciolo. Emanuel
Azenberg is d

ly slow beau, Johnny (David
Strathaim), who works as an
usher at 2 movie theater where
Boll'a, makes regular escapist ex-

“U'm always trying to find the
buman comedy in whatever I
write,” Simon said. “In this, tho
boys provide a lot of It because
they're sort of the Greek chorus
who ook at the family from the
outside and say, ‘What a crazy
bunch.'”

Other characters Jay and Arty
encounter include Bella’s mental-

another Hollywood version of the
wide-oyed everyman, the Mr.
Smith who finda himeelf in a
Washington rife with waste and
corruption. One person can make
a difference, movies like this say,
undd‘Dave is up to the task at

an:
With Dave in charge, populari-
ty polls soar. Whers President

- Mitchell could have cared less

about homeless shelters in the
pest, he now appears to show
great compassion.

With the help of an accountant
friend, Dave finds $650 milllon in
the budget to help fund a home-

. less bilt,

“Who does these books?” the
friend asks while perusing the
budget. “If I ran my accounting

oand thelr speech
paired Aunt Gert (Susan Mer-
son).

“Jay is a nervous guy who
wants to make everything all right
and take care of Arty,” Stoll snid,
He's a lot like hie father, He also
looks like his mother, which is
one resson why Grandma really
pleks on him and treats him so
badly. She didn’t get along with
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office like this, 1'd be out of busi-
ness.”

Dirscted by Ivan “Ghostbus-.
ters" Reitman, “Dave” works be-
cause it does exactly what Ross
Perot still harps on, It puts gov-
ernment in the hands of the little
guy who, after replacing bureau-
cratic red tape with old-feshioned

- common sense, can actually get

something done.

Kevin Kline, whose bland
theatricality has always lrritated
me, screama oddball sincerity in
cvery shot. His Dave knows presi-
dential speeches by heart, yet he's
nalve enough to be strung along
by an cvil Chief of Staff (Frank

—

Cotvmeus Picunzs )
ishing on the Sony Pictures lot in -

his mother too well.”

“Arty is almost the complete
opposite of Joy," Damas said.
“*He's very laid back, doesn't have
many worrles. He's very sheltered
by Jay, who also keeps him from
getting in trouble,”

Set in Ohio River Valley

Production of “Lost in Yonk.
ors” began on Aug. 10, 1992, The
cast and crew filmed their way
through three states around the
Ohio River Valley — Ohilo, Ken-
tucky and Indiana — before fin-

Langella) who has his own sights
set on the top position,

In one of the few funny gags,
aldes brief Dave over breakfast on
the fundamentala of his executive
power; A large sign marked
““YOU™ at the top splits down Into
the different branches of govern-
ment.

Sigourney Weaver was born to
play the Firet Lady and she regis-
ters passionate hatred for her
husband, When she discovers the
masquerade, the movie stops
dead In its tracks with a predict-
ably plotted love story and chi-
max.

One of the few surprises in
“Dave” comes from spotting gu
Tob bly the

ns Frlday

X Family
g .| . drama: Bella.
L | (Mercedes
Ruehl) and.
Lf;iﬁ (Rich- ;
a. rey-:  ct
fuss) are sibl-!
ings living in
Yonkers,
New York -+
circa 1942 in;
“Lost in
Yonkers.”

.
¢
H
‘
i

Culver City, Calif,, on Oct. 16.

“We looked at Yonkers, as well
as some other places in and
around New York,"” said executiva
producer Caracciolo. “But there
were more bulldings that had thi
architecture of that era, withou!
modem bulldings either obstruct
ing or in tho background, in thi
Ohio-Kentucky region, It alao ha
the terrain and the river, whicl
we doubled for the Hudaon.”

Beo YONKERS, 8B,

&8

gt

largest number in & movie since
“The Player.” Amold Schwar-
zenegger, Jay Leno, Larry King,
and Oliver Stone oll appear, alonig
with actual senators and news

media people, !
“Dave,” which has already
proved successful in its opening
weekend, is probably too good.na-
tured to write off completely.
Look clsewhere, however, if you
want some real fun in the White
House. “Dave” delivers toothless,
not biting, political satire. .

Now showing at these suburban
theaters: AMC Abbey, AMC Old
Orchard, AMC Wonderland, AMC

- Southfield City, AMC Laurel

cameos, k

gar{, Showcase Westland, Stgr

hijinks.

There's little here that you ha-
ven't seen before.

Actor Kaovin Kline resurrects

HISTORIC

SHOWBOAT CITY

Locatod Batwoen Fint, Saginaw & Frankonmuth v=

SPECIAL EVENTS SCHEDULE
(Thru Early Summer 1993)

Chesaning’s 5th Annual Classlc & Antique Car Show
Baturdsy, May 29, 9:00 a.m. till 5:00 p.m. In Beeutiful Showboat Park

Over 700 Bhow Cars!

Uve 60w 8 807» Rock 3 Rl DJ.

FRER Bhutrie between Rhastost Park § Downtown.

! Aderinsion £2.00 per sk $1.00 per e, «

. Chesaning's 4th Annual Town Wide Attlc Sale

{Memarial Weekend)

sn.lhy.?g. 9a.m, ti 8 p.m.; Sun., May 30, & Mor, May 31, Noon 1 5 p.m.

yard gaee

arked et below mholssie cont.

Local maerchant sidowsit sakes fearrg closeot, Guoontiued, § Kighdly dameged e, Many dama

The
Excalibur Restaurant

Celebrates its
15tb Anniversary
1 1b. Jumbo Alaskan King Crab Legs
Soup

Salad
Redskin Potatoes
$15.
Monday tbru Friday
Live entertainment & dancing
Monday tbru Saturday
28875 Franklin Rd. « Soutbficld, M]
(42 Mile & Nortbuettern Huy,)

358-3355.

15

Chesaning Riverside Papa - Sat., June 12th, 7:00 p.m,
in The Chasaning shmFNboat Riverside Amphitheatre

NEW. . ‘eaturing
THIS The Saginaw Symphony Orchesira &
yEAR!  The New Reformation Dixisland Band.

Ania Sale repe sveleble. r ” 1
Chesaning's 7th Annual
tVictorian Summer Folk Art Festival
8at, June 12th, 10:00 am. « 6:00 pm.
&um, June 13th, Noon - 6:00 pm.
A AT G M e e

. 52nd Annual Chesaning Showboat
This July 1mthrl.;u 17th
ars riverfront spactacul
Ieammysleaandaryslnqeremrﬁa Lee
and comedian Charfle Callas,
For Ticket info call (517) 845-3058.

tar

of Chesaning’s
Restaurants, Lodging, and
Call The Chesaning

Id

To Recelve Your Packet With

On Alt Special

Unique 3
Chamber of Commerce Toll Free At

1-800-255-3055

Complete Information
Events, Altractions,
Si nities

BALLROOM
DANCING

‘ Tvery Fridey &
Saturdey Evening

4222 Second Sverae, Detroit
(313) 832-1616

Volet Turfing - Bengquet Focifisies

“A Splendid Film Is Found...

st inYonkers' is oftén very funny, bul above all it is

n cmotionally m

“The Best Film
The Year

with enough warmth,
whimsy and wackiness

Dalsy' and ‘Howards End.
Mercedes Ruehl is the
flrst sure-fire Oscar

nominee of the year?
= Patrboh Mewor. HICRS VN IRCALE:

to rank with ‘Driving Miss

tng; ultimately uplifting. sto

AMC ABBEY STARTS
AMCMAPLE | AMC SOV

GCC NOVI TOWN CTR. -1
SHOWCASE Q0%

DAY MAY 147
HFIELD CITY | AM

_AMC STERLING CTR. [ AMC WON

LAND !
SHOWCASE 0y




