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Bad rap tracks ‘Posse’ to the blg screen

EYJOIIN MONMII!AN

Soma l:rmco branded “The Un-
forgiven” a revisionist Western
because it redefined the basic
character of the cowboy hero and
villain, Wait'll they get a load of
Posse.”

' Independent director Mario
Van Pecbles contends that Afri-
ean-American cowboys and out-
laws made up a large percentage
of the ploncer population in the
West, much more than the history
books and movies lead us to be.
fieve.
. And while it would be great to
Bay that the ambitious “Posse” is
. nlandmark film, it adds up to lit-
tle more' then an excuse for rap
aingers to pose in Westorn duds,
. Van Peebles the director also
‘stars as Jesale Lee, the black-clad
bhero who says little and amiles
‘even less, Ho's out to avange the
murder of his preacher fa_ther.

N MOVIES

Western cliche might seem a
bit of an oxymoron, but Van Pes-
bles mines every overused line
and camera trick, from horses
trotting off into the sunset to
deep-focus _showdowna in the
street. Ho directs as if his audic
ence has never scen a Western be-
fore, which may be true for the
young -anudience the movie is
aimed at.

The script does present 8 mes-
sage, placing the scnaibilitios of
South Central Loa Angeles into
the saloons and dusty streets of o
traditional Western town, The fa-
milinr plot device of greedy land-s
grabbing railroad speculators now
becomes a metaphor for urban
gentrification.

“This town  may still be stand-
ingina yenr. rJuulu says to the

lynched by white for
his belief that education Is frec-
dom. .

With Jessio rides a rag-tag
band of outlaws, lncludlng gam-
bler Father Time (Big Daddy
Kane} and- Weezie (Charles
Lane). In an fate switch,

le, a
black settlement in the putln' of
the iron horse. “But'I guarantes
you there won't be a black face in
it.”

Also at odds are the philoso-
phiea nf Mnrtln Luther King and

there's a token white posse mem-
ber played by Stephen Baldwin
(yos, Alec has yet another
bm'.hlr»)

who pro-
fess turning tho other cheek end
up clther two-faced or dead, “Poa-

se” ip first and foremost about
kicking butt, especlally when it

. Name.”

‘Lane's

belongs to an evil whlw man,

‘The action scenes aro lumber-
ing and nolsy. The MTV-style
caméra movement only promotes
a headache while the climactic
showdown between Jossie lee
and- his Custer-like Colonel
Graham “(Billy Zane) couldn’t
have turned out mors predictably,

Handsome Van Peebles does
make a striking action hero, the

can-American answer to Clint
Eastwood’s “Man With No
His supporting cast,
meanwhile, blends indopendent
black film ploncers with rappers
and oven professional wrestlers,

Pam Grier, who played “Foxy
Broam" in the “70s, only gets to
fire off a round or two as ono of
the fed-up townspeople. Melvin
Van Peebles (Mario’s fatherand o
maverick black director in his
own right) plays a wise old guy, &
mentor of sorts for Jessie Lee,

Tone Loc, the raspy-voiced
rapper of the ehort-lived mega.
hit “Wild Thing”, geta killed off
early on, Too bad the same can't
be said for Charles Lane, whoso
beapectacled opportunist Weezie
is just as cloying and irritating as
directorial debut in “Side-
walk Stories.”

““Posse” profcsaes historical ac-
curacy, but some of its scenes bor-
der on the absurb. The Bessle

SCREEN SCENE

A sampling of what's playing
at altemative movie theaters
across metro Detrolt as re-
vewed by John Monaghan.

Sl DETROIT FILM THEATRE
Detroit Institute of Arta, 5200
‘Woodward Avenue, Detroit.
Call 833-2323 for information.
($5; $4 studentseniors)

“The Story of Qlu Ju” (China
- 1992). 7, 9:30 p.m. May 21.22;
1,4, 7 p.m. May 23. When a ru-
ral woman's husband is
wronged by a neighbor, the wife
decides to tackle a sea of bu-
reaucratic red tape in her quest
for justice. This lateat work
from Zhang Yimou, the director
of “Ratse the Red Lanwm and
*“Ju Dou,” plays two weekends
at the DFT.
S HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL

LIBRARY

13671 Michigan Avenue, Dear-
born. Call 943-2330 for informa-

tion. {Free)

“Cnpu:in Kidd"” (USA -
1946), 7 p.m. May 17, Charles
Laughton playa the title charac.
ter, whose disloyalty to England
turns him into a noterious

Junderer of the high seas,
g MAPLE THEATER

4135 W. Maple Road, Bloom-
field Hills, Call 855-9090 for

ft hip that obviously

($6.75 g
$2.95 twilight)

*“Like Water for Chocolate”
{Mexico - 1992). A lonety wom-
an puts all her encrgies into cre-
ating unforgettable meals in
this blend of fantasy and dra-
ma. As with the Dantsh hit
“Babette’s Feast,” you won't
want to catch this on an empty
stomnach.

“Eti.on Frome" (USA - 1993).
Liam Neesom and Patricia Ar-
quotte star in the tragic story of
a New England farmer who falls
in Jove with the young woman
who'a caring for his aick wife.
Bnaed on the novel by Edith

. MIBHIGAN

603 E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call
668- 8397 for {nformation and
showtimes. (35; $4 students
eniors)

“Mac" (USA - 1993). 7 p.m.
May 17 - 18, Three Italian
brothers decide tp open their
own residential vonstruction
business during the post-War
housing boom of the 1950s. Ac-
tor John Turturro (“Barton
Fink,” “Do the Right Thing")
directed and co-wrote this trib.
ute to his fathier, a first-gonera-
tion Itallan carpenter who in-
stilled in his son a pride in

carried over into this moving

lm.

“El Marachi” (Mexico
SA - 1892), Through Moy 20,
Originally deatined for rental in
Spanish-language video stores,
this amazing new film, shot for
a paltry $7,000, finds a young
mariachi, or singer, mistaken
for a hitman in a dusty border
town. Directed, produced, co-
written, and edited by wunder-
kind Robert Rodrigu

“Ethan Frome" (USA 1893).
May 19 - 25. See Maplo listing
above.

“Leolo” (Canada - 1992),
May 21 - 27. This dlaturbing
new film from across the border
finds a confused bay trying to
escape from his eccentric famf.
ly. We know we're In for weird-
ness when the boy, convinced
that his father waa actually a
sperm-laden tomato, is the rela-
tively sane one in the bunch.

*Pink Flamingos” (USA -
1972), 11:30 p.m. May 21 - 22,
John Waters' typically tasteless
look at suburban life starring
the late, great Divinoe as “filthi-
eat person in the world.” Still a
cult favorite. -

— John Monaghan

recently released “Posse.”

Smith.style saloon singer doean’t
pound out some Jurid torch num-
ber; she warbles like Anlu Baker

Lateat effort: Mario Van Peeblea, shown above wlth his cast fmm “New Jock Cxty,',if

moment. It would be great to sim-
ply say that “Posse” is a wild
good time. It's not. Each decade

tries to the

in Dolby Sterco,
often sounds liko left-over llneu
from Van Peeble's overrated gang-
ster eple “New Jack City.” ‘
Forget masterpicce for a

‘Laundrette’ shows youth angstz f

Western genre for modern eudl-
ences, Movies like “Young Guna"
and now “Posse” make us realize
that most good Westerns truly are
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history,

If you have a comment for Jahh
Monaghan, call him at 953-2047,
mailbox numberl866, on a touch:
tone phone, or write him care o,
Street Scene, Observer & Eccen!
tric szpapen, 36251 School
craft, Livonia 48 o f

4 huildi '

STAYY WRITER

In south London, where unem-
ployment ts high and the dole is
the main source of income for
many, young people have plenty
of time — for congregating in
gangs to drink, do a bit of vandal-
fem and vent their spleen at the
nearest target, their Pakistani
neighbora.

Other than their race, why do
these white youths resent the
newcomers to their country with
such vigor? Many of the Paki-
stanis have taken over small busi-
nesses In sluma, hired famlly

b and made a fi

succoas.

That's part of the tale present-
ed in director Stephen Frears'
1985 film “My Beautiful Laun.
drette,” Played by Gordon War-
necko, Omar is o young Paklatani
rafsed in London, living with his
alcoholic father In a flat snuggled
up to the train tracks. His father
wanta Omar to attend college but
in the interim gets him lined up
with a job working for his uncle, a
successful businessman,

The uncle, wonderfully played

| VIDEO

by Saeed Jnﬂ'rey. isn't an Imm]-

grant who waxes fondly about the

old days in Pakistan, He seea his
native land as a country taken
over by mllxion, whcre' his true

ting in aband Un-
Iike most of his punk compati-
ots, Johnny tries desperately to
distance himself from the dead-
end existence he has been leaiing.

B

The performances are Yory
good, especially from Lewis ind
Jnffrey, who really embody 'zlm

— couldn’t ﬂowe r "

Despite recognizing the mlxcd
feelings the Pakistanis, who once
lived under the British Raj, have
about England, the uncle has em-
braced the country as a land of
opportunity. Through his various
enterprises, the uncle takes care
of his extended famlly as well as
his English mistress.

Young Omar is quickly elevated
from washing cars at his uncle's
parking garage and given control
of a seedy Jaundrette for a nomi-
nal rent and haif the profits.

Jolning Omar in transforming
the laundrette is his old school
friend and new lover, Johnny,
played by Danlel Day Lewis.
Omar js motivated and wants to
be successful like hie uncle.

For Johony, working at the
laundrette js much more — it's
survival, He's homeless, squat-

white Londoners end the success-
ful immigrants. ere are nice
seenes between both men hnd
gm:ra father, played by Rnsbun

eth. . B

Johnny must deal with the pnln
his racist behavior causes ithe
man who befriended and encour.
aged him. The two older men.
vastly difforent in their lwel.
meet again with their bond as
brothers. .<

There is also plenty of h\hnor
in the film, including the,old
country efforta of Jaifrey's wife to
get rid of hia English mistress.

“My Beautiful Laundrette” is
available on tope at local video
stores. If you have a question or
comment, coll LeAnne Rogers at
958-2103 or write her at The Qb-
server & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schooleroft, Livonia 48150, .

Jes Gru _ from page 8A

and produced by bassist Tom
Nixon's brother John, a graduate
of Boston’s Borklee College of
Music. His credits include a
project with William Calhoun,
drummer in the rock band Living
Colour.

The nine-song CD focuses on
the band's ability to write agtchy
melodies coupled with funky
rhythms, Tom Nixon said. It also
includes a sweet ballad “How to
Say Goodbys" to guitarist’s Bryan
Horvath’s mother Carol Horvath,
who died two yeara ago of cancer.

“] think our sound is alightly
different,” he added. "Other
bands go with a lot of rhythm and
alot of guitar or go the ather route
Ll:a the Cum We try to combine

That came with John Nizon'a
help who canned nearly the entire
first veraion of the album.

“He sald ‘It's not good enough
to be an album.’” Tom Nixon
satd.

“At first we were liko, ‘What do
- you mean this isn't good enough?’
. Then wo had to stop back and
. lookat it and say, ‘He’s right.””

. In rosponso, the group wrote ita
+ first song wsul.her,the aptly titled
!' "Blﬂﬁlur
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" “The turning point was,
‘Brotherhood.”. Everything just
seermed to meah, We liked it and
said, ‘Let’s go in that direction,’”
Bicniewicz aatd,

The new direction included
taking Bienlewicz off of drums eo
ho could concentrate on hin vo-
cals. They replaced bim wi
drummer Heath Moore of Weat
Bloomﬂnld.

The dea Gru celebrates the re-
lease of its CD “"Mumbo Jumbo”
with a performance on Saturday,
May 22, at Club X at the State
Theatre, 2116 Woodward, Detroit,
Call 961-

State Theatre during the Modern
Rock . Jam  finals (961-5450);
Wednesday, Moy 26 at Alvin’s,
Detroit (832-2355); May 29 at the
Atwater Spring Fest (645-6666);
June 5 at Poychech’s Lounge
(874-0909); June 9 at The Ritz in
Raoseville. (778-6404); June 24 at
Induatry, Pontioc (334-1999); and
July 10 at Twenty-36, Detroit
(961-5471).
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[MBSIMBS Mortgages, LTD
From the original creator of "Les Mlserables A,

SCOTT SAKDERS, EXECUTIVE PRODUCER -
INCOOPERATION WITH DENISE PETITIXOIER PRESENTS .-

“The biggest theatrical everit
of the year'” -
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]WAS HIS NAME
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. EDAPEIED AV LA TEC 2

Discover the thrilling combination of
resmusic and w |(Ic\c| cen’(im that
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Auhurn. Hills‘, MI
May 18 - 23, 1993




