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Clarenceville board gives
high marks to Proposal A

BYMMWLOUSOND
STAFF WRITER

‘The Clarenceville School Dis.
trict has jumped on the
bandwagon, passing 5.2 a resolu-
tion supporting Proposal A,

A determining factor in favor of
support was budgeting concerns,
said Superintendent David Kam-
ish. Proposal A would bring a de-
gree of consistency to school
budgeting.

“We would know what state atd
is going to (be) year to year,"
Kamish said. “It certainly would
be more beneficial to the
Clarencoville School District than
not having it and not k i

and raise the state nnleu tax from
four percent to six percent.

Board president Gary Gasser
and treasurer Wilson Bowden did
not sign the resolution to support
the proposal.

If the proposal on the June 2
ballot passes, the millage rata for
property taxpayers in tho
Clarenceville district wounld
plummet from 42.26 mills to 27
mills -— about. 14 mills.

A mill is $1 of tax for each
$1,000 of assessed proporty value.
Proposnl A caps the millage rute
at 27 mills,

According to Ralph Skrockl, as-
sistant f the as-

what we're doing year to ytenr."
1 ille includ

aossmnnt of a home {8 380000 the
is about

Livonia, southeast Farmingten
Hills, and northwest Redford.
Trustees Dale Weighill, Vern-
ice Dunklee, Lisa Burr, Linda
Brandemihl and Linda Ahnert all
voted to support Proposal A, a
statewide ballot proposal to cut
school property taxes, cap annual

Pprese.
Sl 267 50 With Pmpoxal A, prop-
erty taxes would be about $836, a
savings of $432.

If the assessment of a home I
$100,000, the present property tax
is $4,225. But under Proposal A,
property taxes would bo $2,785.
The property owner would save

$1,440 on property taxes.

Trusteo Ahnert admits that tax
issues always have a down side,
but aanid Proposal A is "a more
equitable way. of taxing because
evorybody has to pay it.”

Under the plan, 60 percent of
the sales tax collected and ell the
lottery money would go to educa-
tion. ‘This guarantee would be put
lnw thoe state conetitution. Michl.
gan's aales tax would increase 50
percent, from 4 cents on tho dollar
to 6 conts on the dollar,

“It is constitutionally guaran.

teed, it has to go for education,”
Ahnert said of the cnlos tax. “So
many peoplo are put off Ly what
happened with the lottery that
they don't trust anything that has
to do with the atate,”

If Proposal A fails, tho school
district may face budget cuts,
Skrocki declined to comment on
the nature of tho cuts and anid
only that the superintendent
would call a special work session
to como up with potontial cuts,

MGKend rick fr;zmbage 1A

McKendrick's mannor is direct
without being pushy. Griovances
are attached with rensoning and
investigation, a byproduct of her
career as a legal nurse consultant.

McKendrick contenda she was
happy with the schoals, pleased
with the education her son has
received.

Then came tho busing issue.

As o reault of $10 million lost in
state “recapture” of aid monoy,
Farmington schoo! officlals made
cuts. Some $1 million was

i d from the t on

budget.

Bus stops for middle school
and high sechool students wero
moved to major roadwaya to save
monoy.

McKendrick and othor parents
in the newly formed Citizens for
Transportation Safety protested,
After meetinga with the board,
her group s still unsatisfied.

“We'ro not trying to get the $1
million added back to tho budg-
at,” aho satd. *We wanted to com-
promiso and bring tho buses in
one block, We asked cost por mile.
Wo asked for the cost of gns . . .
Wo asked them, ‘What would it
cost?

Answera haven't been forth-

coming, she said. The experience
has beon a catalyst in her running
for tho board.

McKendrick is critical of how
the school board deals with par-
onts such aa herself. She blames
the system more than members
thomselves, though.

“When you go to the school
board meetings and you put in
your public comment card and
you get up, and talk, they say
“Thank you' whon you are fin.
ished and you sit down,

“There is no response thero.

need to learn how to count. But :
do we need $19,000 worth of *
blocks to accomplish that?”

Along with cuts, McKendrick
lists what she would liko to sec
added. She encourages the in.. |
volvement of 80 percont of resi-
denta who don't have children in
the schools,

She favors a more cooperative -
relationship — citing the busing
issuo as an example — between -
the citios and the schools,

The issue of multi-culturalism
should be hnndled through tho vl-

They don't ask you

" Thoy don't ask you ta claborate.”

Her concern has led her to
probo other ssues such as achool
finances. She belloves wastoful
Bpen ding can bo climinated.

She's not specific, thouxh, udd-

olence pi
district is working on, aho sa!d.
McKendrick has beon asked to
head the safety committee
through her involvement on the
Citizens Against Violence in Our .
Schools. She'a n]so presidont of
Hills H As.

lng thum Is nat a geod 1i
of di in the

ey

budget her group has looked over.

Some costs already raise her
curiosity.

McKendrick was present at a
recont board meeting when bids
were awardoed, one being for near-
Iy $20,000 for Base Ten Blocks,

"Thatin not a big issue. I'm not
saylng anything about children
learning how to count. Children

where her family lives.

McKendrick was asked to serve
on n committes for the city of .-
Farmington Hills, which is exam. “-*
ining the feasibility of a new ice
arenn. Her involvement there per- -
hops mirrors her knack for explor-
Ing things fucther.

She's a competitive figure

skater, having only taken up the
hobby a few yeara ago.
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