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The very nerve!
Forum, reaction were great

pparently we touched a nerve. . . witha
A sledgehammer, And, oh, it felt s0-0-0-0-
o .
Yes, quite a fow conservative
burghers of the Farmington area are still ateam-
ing over our coverago of that great gathering of
tha liberal minds a fow weeks ago at (where
¢clse?) Adat Shalom Synagogus in Farmington
Hills,

The forum was called “Exposing tho New
Right Agenda,” and the flower {wilted though it
may be in conservative Oakland County) of left~
wing thinking waa certainly in bloom.

Some of our local lefties — Howard Simon of
the ACLU; Oakland University professor
Sharon Howell; Patricia Godchaux, Birming-
ham school trustes; and state Representative
Maxine Berman, a Democrat (no kidding!) from
Southfield — add d the bled multi-

W The earth must have moved for
them that night. The entire north
end of Farmington Hllls tiited to
the left.

left fow sncred cows unslaughtered.

‘We wero pleased to cover this ovent (reporter
Bill Coutant’s stories on May 17 and 24 were
gems!) and we’re happy to know that at least a
fow still wear their hearts on their (loRt) sleoves
around here,

But, aa we said, the righties (and thero aroa
lot of them here in this rock-ribbed Republican
land) took umbrage. The complaining phone
calls cama and then the letters to the editor,
which !‘nirlyjnm our allotted epace to the

tude of about 400,

The earth muat have moved for them that
night. The entire north end of Farmington Hills
tilted a bit to the left. You probably could have
measured it on a seismograph,

For example, Howell, whose educational spe-
ciality s rhetoric, whipped the crowd into a
lather with her stand-up routine on right-wing
politics.

“The 19508 were sometimes catled what?”
she asked the faithful, who shouted in unison,
“The McCarthy Eral” Howell: “And people who
didn’t like the McCarthy Era were called
what?" Faithful: "Communists!”

On and on it went. They did it up right and

How could we, thoy asked, link the Religious
Right to the KKK? We didn’t, although Sharon
Howell did, sort of, and we reported it.

Anyway, to the right-meisters we say the
same thing we said to the left-leaners: Thanks a
lot. Y’all helped us brighton up the top of a cou-
ple of front pages, and now our lottera page is
Tively, too.

- This human comedy, as it was played out on
cither end of the political spectrum, gave us
{and we hope the readers, too) a needed break
from the seemingly endlesa printed diet of
sewers, drains, city councils, cop news and
school elections.

Let's do it again real soon.

High tech phones prove pricey

n the good old daya of telephoning, back
I when high-tech meant a phone without a
crank, a friendly voice would come over the
lino; You'd hear “number please” as soon as the
receiver would be lifted off the hook.

Wcll now it's the '90s, and the telephone
companies are talking real high-tech stuff, espe-
cially in their alick advertising. But despite all
the fiber optics, microchips, satellites and com-
putdrs, people are still saying “number please”
intdla telephone receiver.

‘Theae days it’s the customer asking the
phonn company for a telephone number through
something called directory assistance — that
old faithful 1-565-1212. You call the number
and:] hear, “Information, What city please?”

And Ma Bell will evon connect you immedi-
ately — for a fee, of course.

Cbnsidering the immensity of the Detroit
ared and tho complexity of the Michigan Bell
setudp, directory assistance is the only way to go
for 4 lot of tho people a lot of the time. It seams
llkoMa is gotting oldor, not wiser for those of us
loukmg for low cost, user-friendly service.

Say you re in Plymouth and you need to call
someone in Rochester, and you don't know the
nurgber, Unless you're a phone book freak, you
don’t have the local Rochester directory. Never
fear, though, your number is just eight finger
strokes away.

Sn, 08 as directory assi has
become to phone users, wa were disappointed to
learn through recent published reports that
chhlgnn Boll soon will double the cost of call-
ing glirectory assistance, Michigan Bell got ap-

BNow [t's the '90s, and the tele-
phone companles are talking rea!l
high-tech stuff, especlally In thelr
sllck advertising. But despite all
the fiber optics, microchips, sa-
tellites and computers, people
are still saylng ‘number please’
Into a telephone recelver. And Ma
Bell will even connect you Imme.
dlately — for a fee, of course.
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Yes to ‘no TV’

our “No TV for a Week"” sounds interest-
ing. I hope you have enjoyed the frecdom
from the noise and the guarded privilege
of not having garbage heaped on you.

‘Turning off the TV can be a muscle. Flex it
ogain and again.

Many years ago I got angry and turned off
Phil Donnhua with his many female impersona-
tors, It felt good. I began to take chargo of my
life on the airwaves,

1 greatly enjoy all kinds of planned entortain.
ment. I buy books and books on tapes. A book-
store at 14 and Heggerty, Pages and Pages, is a
good one for it has the best ecllers offered both
ways, chooaing the best for my time,

The Sun Coast in Twelve Oaks Mall is good
for videos, after you pay the price you'il enjoy it
2 lot and you swap with friends. The old movie
channel is only a sometimes.

1 beliova it apurred my dyslectic daughter in
reading. She does well in school and I believe
she will do well in college because sho reads and
regearches at the librarics,

I now enjoy TV that I chose to see, no longer
intimidated to watch what is popular and time

consuming.
inuo to be thankful to Phil for that

ance calls each month, After that, additional
calls cost 22 centa cach. Under the new deal

pproved by the PSC, Michigan Boll can cut
the free calls to eight, with a 36.cent charga for
every call over that,

Six months after the initia¥increase, the
number of free calls can be cut again to five and
the cost of additional calls raised to 45 cents,

Of course, the phone company defends the
hika saying it'll cover the cost of providing

ry assl notk Tov.
onues. "Elghty percent of our cuatomern won't
see any § * said Bell Jon
Peterson.

Still, wo're unhappy with any increase. In
this era of high-tech everything, we think
thom sa bettor way. qubu Bell could make the
own-
era through some sort of *“on.line” sotup. You'd
simply cn!.l up the phone books on your PC.

to Bell's Pet. France has such

proval for tho rate i from the M
Puljlic Service Commisaion.
Customers now get 20 free directory assist-

a computer-baged telophona directory. It serves
& million homes.

CoMMUNITY VOICE

Qussnou:

What's your
fgvorite TV
show?

H
Wy asked this

question at the A A
AEW, CURIES, s

Famington Hills

Inithe Cross- ¢ “The Simp- * “Selnfeld.” ) *tdon’t know. | * “Cheers.” It's
roads shopping | sons,” | would wanttogrowup | don‘twatchalot | funnyandit
centerin Farm- say 90210" tobejustlike of TV. Some- takes a load off
ington,/ but ! wouldn't Kramer.’ times | watch yourmind,”
< ) look good In the Dan MacDougall | ''90210."" Sheryt Jarstt
¥ paper.' Farmington Michelle Radford Town-
ayson Hamaday .ship
Childress Livonia

Iwil
show. It really helped my muscle to tumn off the
TV. The medias, TV, Hollywood and ads have
been talked to enough. They are offensive,
'I‘nm it off nnd dun't buy thoso offending
d oracar.]
don't yell, scream or argue, I buy, vote, and en-
Jjoy good entertainment. This is my way and I'm
enjoying it. Is there anything in you with no TV
that you can relata to this?
ta Huard, Farmington Hills

" Down with Prop A

hank you for your clear inaight into Pro-
posal A, The pmpoual:’? a onu-yeax-unly

50-pcrccnt lnmm sales tax. As Gov Englur
discovored from senior citizens in Lnnuing this
weokond, the homestead “circuit breaker” re-
duction will hurt the growing number of senior
citizens.
School uuporlnundanu, nchool boards, and
yee unions look
* to Proposal A as a bill to help schools eince
nothing else is offered from out-atate legislators
and the governor to improve state school fund-

ing.

This is another Robin Hood bill taking local
resources from metropolitan Detroit property
ownera to bendfit the nmnll. less efficient out-
state school dliatri to be
more like scutheastern Michigan school dis-
tricts.

As Michigan economist David Littman iden-
tifiod, “There ia only property tax lnmasn for‘

school districta.” Revenues will build for local
school districta for one year and then what? Our
property will receive a 3-percent increase for one
year and then what?
With Proposal A, current total millage safe-
gunrdn (conatitutlnnnl limit nnd the Headlee
will ba i d to allow total

i to be d from
Michigan and exp d to out-of-atate conati-

tuencies.

It will be neither a panacea nor a tax rolief
without being tied to reorganization and reduc-
tion of the tatal number of school districta,

Under Proposal A the unnecessary luxury to
continue a large number of outatate school dis-
tricts is an overburden to be paid even more by
Metro Detroit property owners. .

Ken Cooper, Farmington Hills

Another‘no’on A

any thanks to the Farmington Observ.
M er for its May 20 editoriel regarding
that Trojan Horse intreduced into our
midst by the Michigan Legislature, Proposal A.
When its many flaws leap out to assail us
years down the road, we will have only ourselves
to blame if we accopt it.
Shame on those organzations which, for tom-
rary gain, have acquiesced in Lnnuin g’s
"’I‘ako it, or else!” mandate, and kudos to Sen.

Jnck Faxon for hln snlltary. but pomintent, op-
tothis pro-

posal.
Virginia Nicoll, Farmington Hills

Thanks a lot

ur sincore thanke to all members of the

United States Postal Service for the tre-

mendous offort displayed by all during
the food drive on May 165,

We were ised, and very d, at the
response of the general public when your people
delivered more than 11 tona of food you had
recelved durlng your fnod drivn‘

Taliol

This g has
stocked our pauntry, maklug it posalbln forus to
meet all requests from the many families in this
area.

All members of tho Past Office who put forth
this extra effort — not only delivering the mail
on achedule, but also picking up all the dona-
tions; those in the building who helped with the
carrying, stacking, ctc., and each and every one
who gave extra time nnd effort to this very suc-
cessful drive, our aincere thanks.

May God blus each and every ono of you.

Capt. Homer F, Smith Jr., Salvation Army
L

one year and a ‘mindless’ 50-p
salea tax; we atill have a high Mlchlgun income
‘tax above the national average; thore is no
chango for Michigan’s schools. .

* “No school improvement comes from Propos-
al A,” Littman atated. “It is not a good ovoralt
proposal.”

Son, Jack Faron accurately highlightgd Pro-
poaal A: “It witl help out-of-state school dis-
tricta and will hurt Wayne, Oakland, Macomb

are to be shared: We waicome your
Ideas, 8s do your neighbors. That's why we offer

this space on a weekly basls for plnlonslnyour
own words. We Mllhalpbyedltlngfwclm'
assure authoenticity, we ask tha slgnyour

letter and provide a contact talephona number.

Letters should be mailed to: Editor, The Farm-
lngron Observer, 21, 898 Famington Road, Fam-
Ington 48336,
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