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High-tech voyeurism doesn’t
cut it in mucho-hyped ‘Sliver’

Tenants, door-
men and janitors
openly stare
when she moves
into her Manhat-
tan high-rise, A
B neighbor finally

- fills her in —
she’s the spitting
image of the
woman who
leaped from the
balcony of that
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| very same unit.

This particular brand of para-
noia, especially involving a wom-
an, has served Ira Lavin well. The
popular mystery writer, who
penned “Rosemory’s Baby” and
“The Stepford Wives" 20 years
ago, also wrote tho novel on which
“Sliver" is based.

While those eatlier books made
entertaining movies, “Sliver” is
almost a total washout. The
trashiness of this mucho-hyped
aex thriller overshadows any cred.
ibility the story might have had.

haron Stone plays Carly, a
book editor, recently divorced and
looking for a new relationship,
She has a couple of prospecta
right in her apartment bullding —
an cgotiatical novelist, Jack (Tom
Berenger), and the young comput-
er wiz Zeke (Willlam Baldwin).

To get an edge, Jack fills Car-
1y's head full of rumers about his
rival, saying he's a playboy and a
pervert. Someone, meanwhile, hos
rigged ol! the rooms of the apart-
ment building with hidden video
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cameras, But who {a [t?

In its bettor moments, “Sliver"”
does keep you guessing, expertly
Ping-Ponging back and forth
while trying to figure out who the
psycho really {s,

Stone, a red-hot Hollywood
property after “Basic Instinct,”
has o love affair with tho camers,
here through the lens of cinema-
tographer Vilmos Zsigmond. Not
stnce the days of Garbo and
Dietrich has the camera lingered
so long and lovingly on a face,

You would expect better from
Phillip Noyce, whose clagsy direc-
tion of “Patriot Games” made it
one of last summer's best. He
seems totally ill-at-ease with a
movie whose primoe goal is getting
the most out of Stone's astronom-
ical salary.
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pays homago to.

Tom Berenger, usually an un-
convincing, thick-necked, gravelly
voiced tough guy, has leamned to
lighten up e bit. Looking here ltke
a young Albert Finney, hia Jack lﬂ
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Stallone ﬁghts emotion, -Sha:the

and bad guys in a Cllffhanger

An  exhilarat-
ing adventurs
full of action and
susponse
“Cliffhanger,”
starring Sylves-
ter Stnllnnu. is a story about an

of himself and lingly funny,

Willlam Baldwin, a smaller,
paler version of older brother
Alec, 18 a dead fish in “Sliver.” He
doesn't have the mysterious
charm that Alec, or one of count-
less other young actors, would
have brought to the role,

In a perfect world, a movie as
stupid as "Sliver” would bomb
duo to bad word of mouth. Don't
count on it. The provocative sub-
ject matter and sexy scencs with
Stone, no matter how badly han-
dled, will make it a bundle at the
box office.

Now shawmg at these suburban
AMC Abbey, AMC Am-

Noyce d some
of the steamier scenes so the mov-
ie could get an R instead of an
NC-17 rating. A lot of sex atill re-
malns, including an embarrassing
bit with Stone alone in her bath.
tub, watched by the all-seeing eye
of tho totally hidden video,

The movie's measage tells us
thr.(\it high-tech voyeur!em is aick

ericanc West, AMC Wonderiand,
AMC Southfield City, Quo Vadis,
Showcase Auburn Hills, Star Ro-

Q\\\'\ EI/AJ,

since this mavle s wle purpose ia
to titillate. There's nothing of
substance here that waen't han.
dled a hundred times better in
“Rear Window" or “Peeping
Tom,"” bath of which “Sliver”

‘A RAVISHING ENTERTAINMENT!
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Kmmb wuagb lm daae #tagain! anpbw wuwic, comic and emotionally alice.”
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AXENNCTH BRANAGH FILM

“SLvER’

Released by: Paramount Pictures|
Staning: Sharon Stone, William
Baldwin, Tom Berenger
Directed by: Phillip Noyce
Produced by; Robert Evans
Screonplay by: Joe Estterhas,
based on the novel by Ira lzmn
Rated: R (Restricted: Under 18
requires an accompanying
parent or guardian.)

Running time: One hour, 69
minutes

Rating (out of a possible four):

man called upon to do
thing above and beyond the
call of duty.

She was an oxperienced climb-
er, she trusted him to rescue her,
but somothing went wrong hi
above the valley floor . .. and
Gabe Walker (Sylventer Stallone)
has been blaming himself for her
death gvier nlg& ith the traged

Unsble to th the ly,
Gabe quit his job with the Rocky
Mountain Rescue Team and fled
from hia once-cherished moun-
tains, leaving behind his self-es-
teom, his friends and the woman
he loves.

It's been nearly a year since the
accldent and Gabe (Stallone) has
returned to the kies to per-
suade his girlfriend, Jessio
Deighan (Janine Turner), to leave
the mountains with him. She
turns him down, He is running
from his problems and she wants
no part of it. Besides, her place {s
in the Rockles, whero she has a
home and a job as heli pilot

Action thriller: Sylvester Stallone and Janine Turner star '

as e:pert

egainst both man and nature in “Cliffhanger,” a TriStar .

Plctures release.
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g of thieves led by Erick
Qunlcn (Jehn Lithgow) whose
own airplane crash-landed in the

for the Rescue Team.

Discouraged, Gabe 18 about to
leave when Jessie asks him to
help a group of stranded hikers. A

blizzard has grounded her heli-
copter, so rescuers will have to
reach them by foot. Gabe refuses,
until shame makes him reconsid-
or.

For the first time since the nccl-
dent, Gabe starts scaling the

ins for a with

r they hijacked
mid-air, a 'I‘r\-mury Department
cargo jet carrying $100 million in
currency. The gang has lost the
money somewhere in the
and they need Gabe's and Hal's
knowledge of the mountains to
find it.

Directed by Renny Harlin and
a team of disunxulahed filmmak-
ers, “Cliffhanger” is produced by

his former partner, Hal Tucker'

{Michael Rooker), Their meoting
is bitter, the woman who fell to
her death was Tucker’s girliriend,
and Hal blames Gabe for failing
to save her life.

Their own lives, however, aro
suddenly feopardized when they
reach the stranded “hikers” and
are trapped in a desperato battle
againet ruthlesa criminals and

@)

nature,
The | hlkers are reully a vivious

Alan Mmhull and Harlin, with a
by Mi

Stallone and a screen story by
France based on a premise by
John Long.

Also starring are John Lithgow,
Michael Rooker, Janine Tumer,
Rex Linn, Caroline A,Goodall,
Leon, Paul Winfield and Ralph
Waite. Mario Kassar ia the execu-
tive producer of the film from
Carolco, a TriStar Pictures re-
lease.

When asked what makes
“Cliffhanger” a specinl kind of

chae] France and .

a a'espemte battle

film, produeer Alan Marshall re-
flects: “This is a story about a
nian who has spent his career sav-
ing other peoplo's lives, Now, he |
must spend the next two' days |
king own to save bis love ,
and hls best friend from deadly ;
villains who have a hundred mil- :
lion reasons to want him dead.” |
“This film ia totally unique —
it's an origlxul — what I call'a .
vertical You've seen all
kinda ef action pictures, but
you've never secn anything like
this before,” satd Stallone,
Even thungh the action ﬂuﬂlet '
is set in the mountains of Colora-
do, “Cllﬂhnnger" was shot in tha

Dolomite
ge of the Italian Alps and at
(.be C!uwlttn Stulos in Rome.

‘The mavie is rated R (Restrict- _
ed: no one under 18 admitted
without accompanying parent or
guardian),

Opens Fridoy at these suburban
theaters: AMC Americana West,
AMC Laure! Park, AMC Suuth

STARTS FRIDAY, MAY 28TH

“FUNNY! LOTS OF LAUGHS!

An uplifting comgdz_ wut_tlt”g lot of heart and soul.”
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AMCAMERICANA WEST RyfINN
“ARC LAUREL PARK
AMC STERLING CTR.
_GCC CANTON CINEMA
QUO VADIS
SHOWCASE suweonn
_STAR GRATIOT

WHOOPI GOLDBERG  TED DANSON

At the sperm-bank,
she asked lor
o fall, intelligent, black man.

One out of three ain'l bod,
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United Artists Theatres is proud to present
three newly renovated, state-of-the-art
motion picture complexes.

— OPENING TOMORROW——
United Artists Oakland features:

‘New seating with cupholder armrests
Remadeled lobbies and auditoriums
Multi-station refreshment centers for
fast and easy service

New stereo sound

FREE souvenirs while they last!

" Grand Re-Opening
TOMORROW!

Oakland
578 West 14 Mile Road, Troy
i " (313) 585-7041/42

%

Grand Re-Opening
Friday, June 4th

Lakeside

* Lakeside Mall

14600 Lakeside Cr., Sterling Hts.
(31 3) 247-2400




