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Super fan makes
rounds year-round
WY i ol sl

Who is your favorite coach, I es

“Which sport?” ho roplied.

How far have you traveled to see a game?
“Which way?"” he asked. “North or west?"”

estland's Bob Kurashige, the undisputed

I should have known I'd got answers like these,

and not because Kurashige was being sarcastic.
Kurashigo, a 1070 Westland John Glenn graduate,
is a fan of all sports, mostly those played in high
school, and he'll go anywhere to watch.

Kurashige saya he's been as far north as Mid-
land and as far west os Grand Raplds to watch s

high schoo) game but he hasn't consldered cross-

ing the Mackinac Bridge. E

“Not yet,” he sald.

Give him time, This guy has made the rounds,
year-round for 13 years.

Kurashige never missca a major state champl-
onehip game and estimates he drivea 60,000 miles
ench year to watch sporting eventa, Imagine all the
ol changes for his 1989 Chevy Cavalier.

Kurashige eays he watches at least 1,000 games
por year, despite there being only 365 days. Thia
includes junlor varsity games, double-header
baseball and softball gamea in the summer and

Mleyball every day In the win-

ter.
1 hopo I'm covering thom all.
Kurashige's Tuesday'’s and

- each season with high achool games, whether they

bo football, girls or boys bnakccball,m&ba.ll,.or\'lh, - wal
on Saturday night in the.:

my favorite, soccer.

He's aven been spotted
dead of winter far away from Detroit. Just ask
Chuck Gordon, the Glenn football coach who
taught Kurashige in ecience class at Stevenson

Friday’s aro booked

Junior High in Westland and also refereea high

school basketball. s
“I was officiating a basketball game in Saline

ane night a few years ago,” recalle Gordon, “It's .

Saturday, a cold winter night. The gym is packed,

1 look up and there's Kurashige, I said ‘What are

you doing here?' He sald it’s the only game in

town, The only game in southeastern Michigan. .

He's a great guy.”

Kurashi hacribes to several and
he's an especially avid Observer readet, stopping
at our offico Mondaya and Thursdaya to buy moat
of our editions. R

Kurashige, who works during the day as a medi-
cal supplies driver, determines which game to at-
tend by following the schedules in tho Observer.
For schools out-state, he sends letters to athletic
directors, requeating schodules.

‘They send schedules back.

> And ho goes.

Kurashigs 1 one of the first fana to arrive at a
game, in case “there’s a sellout,” so he has a seat.

He's one of the last to leave, prompting many
conchea’to sometimes wonder if he's a sports writ-
er,

Farmington Hijls Harrison is one of Kurashigo's
favorite football teama, no harm intended, Chuck.
Harrison coach John Herrington remembers ons
of the firat times he met Kuranhige,

“The coaches and I wern sitting up near the
locker room after a gamo and Bob came up to
talk,” Herrington said, “I thought ho wna a Hawk
fan, I guess he likes all the teama,”

Most coaches don't know Kurashige by name
but they recognize the face, the ono with the thick
brown hair, glasses and a big smile.

1 called Bob the other day to do
he sald he didn't have time.

“I'm going to Garden City City Park to watch a
game,” Kurashige said. .

1 convinced him to meet me at a reataurant in
Livonia.

Kurashigo agreed and two hours later there he
was, waiting for me while sitting with a group of
coaches who know him.

Surprise, surprise.

Another favorite fan

this story and .

The Redford Union softball team has an avid

fan, a fair-weathered fan, if you will.
Nora DeRochs, the 77-year-old mother of RU
coach Gary DeRoche, Ia out there overy spring to

choer on her son's team., Nora and her husband of |

66 years, Richard, attend mosat of RU's games and

she doesn't alt on her hands. . .
Nora, who wears the blue-and-gold RU cap to

overy gamo, has more energy than some of the

players,

“She’s 77 years young.” Gary sald.

“] always tell Gary to get the girls to yell on the
boneh,” Nora safd. "Ono time ho aald out loud,
"Hoy, glrls my mom wants to hear you holler
more,’ more and they did.”

The élder DeRocha’s don't get out as much.in
ths winter and Nora spends a lot of time indoora
watching ber favorite team, the Rod Wings.

“Soms of our friends will ask us If wo watched
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Catholic League track, Page 2C .
/ WLAA baseball/softball, Page 8C.

c

" Repeat denied

" and Warren DeLaSalle met
for the Catholic League

- baseball champlonship for
 the gecond straight year and

P TR AT A A
s Ums the Sulcomo was

| .reversed.
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The Madonna
University basebail
program {8 getting a
pitcher who is un.
defeated at Tiger
Stadium.

Warren DeLaSalle senior right.
hander Kurt Wilczynski, who signed
loat week with Madonna, tossed a
four-hitter Friday as the Pilota beat
Redford Catholic Central &-1 for the
Catholic League A-B champlonship
at Tiger Stadlum.

Wilezynski, who played third base
when DeLaSalle lost 3.2 to CC in last
year's AB final, allowed only ono
runner to reach second base after the
second inning.

Wilczynski struck out five and
walked four and aelso contributed two
bits and two RBI. He is 8-0 in starts
against CC and 8-1 overall,

The Pilots aro 28-8 overall,

“Kurt can pitch, play second base,
third, is a great hitter and a hell of 2
competitor,”. sald DeLaSalle coach
Brian Kolly, who would have trouble

Safe: DeLaSalle's Ryan Soldan

ihe Br The Pilota r

| Pilots beat Shamrocks t@. 'td,ke‘ Cathol_i¢ League tiile;'j{i}] |

" W Redford Cathiolic Central

Shamrock errors.

‘worry about anything," said Wilezyn-
ski, who added he got stronger as the
game progressed. “If 1 give up many
runs, it's in the beginning. That'a
whun"l got golng (in the late inn-

finding more adjectives in Webatar’s | ings).

Dictionary. “He's been hot lately (al-

.. lowing only one run in his previous
starts).”

The Shamrocks’ top four batters
were s combined 1-for-13, and
czynski also received strong de-
fense, Third baseman Derek Brackon
made consecutive plays on tough
ground balls in the fourth, and right
ficlder Matt Mlynarek made the play
of the day when he made an ovor-the-
shoulder catch near the warning track

to rob Joff Gutt of extra bases in the
“,~l don't ’

eixth, S A
" “With the'defonso I b

CC took a 1-0 lead In the second
inning and the Shamrocks almoat
had two runs, had it not been for a
controversial call at home plate,

With two outs, Dave Susalla sin-
gled to score Aaron Babicz from third
base. Eric Justice, who led the Sham-
rockas with two hits, also tried to score
on tho hit but was called out after ol-

bowing catcher Andy Rama in & colli- |

sion at home plate.

Rama dropped the throw but Jus-
tico waa ruled out for interference.

“It looked to me like Eric didn't
have enough room (to touch home

Gundry sparks Hine

The sound of alumi is ringlng

loud and clear off the bat of Ed Gun-
dry, who hes sparked Hines Park
Lincoln/Mercury to a 4-0 start in the
Livonia Collegiate Baseball League,

Gundry, & third baseman, is 11-for-
18 with five triples, two homers and
18 RBL K

The former Plymouth Salem High
product, who ‘helped the Rocks win
the 1991 atate Class A championship,
went b-for-8, including a triple, ho-
mer, three RBI and four runs sco:
in Hines Park's 12-5 triumph
Wednesday over Little Caesars at
Livonia's Ford Field.

Tracy Ewald contributed two hita
and three RBI,

Winning pitcher Steve Ross went
six Innings, scattering aix hits and
two walks before giving way to Chris
Kirkey, who pitched tha final inning.

Losing pitchor Dave Roman, who

] COLLEGIATE

went 3% innings, suffered the losa,

Jerry Shippe had a two-run’ triple
for Caesars,

On. Monday, Hines Park pitcher
Jeff Paluk (Saginaw Valley Stato)
went the distance, scattering four hita
with nineé atrikeouts in a 7-4 win over
Cacsars at Concordia College. .

. Mark VanAmeyds suffered the

oss. -

Offcnsive leadora for Hines Park

included: Jason Riggn, two hita and
two RBI; Scott Kapla, 2-for-3 with

two runs; Gundry, triple, homer and

two RBI; and Gary Pierce, 2-for-3.

Lawrence Scheffor had a two-run
double for Cagsars, Roman tripled.

plate),” CC conch John Saltor sald,
“It changed the mementum, but wa
still didn't play that well.”

Susalls, the first of four CC pitch.
ers, suffered the loss in three Innings
of work. Susalla won his provious
atart against DeLaSalle to clinch the
regular season Central Division
champlonship.

But after holding DeLaSalls score-
losa in the firat two innings, the Pi.
lots scored two runs in the third,
thanks to a pair of hits and two CC
-@rrors. ° co

Susalla’s error on & sacrifice bunt
attempt by Brackon put two runners
shoard and Wilczynski dolivered a
two-run single with one out.

Senior right-hander Brian Paluk
relleved Susalla but got in trouble in

.
GUY WARREN/GTATY PIICTOORAPHER

dives safely into second base as the bal! gets away from CC’s
ded the bases five times in the victory, helped along by three

Leadoff batter Jim Kerr doubled
and came home one out later on a sin-
gle by shortatop Don DeDonatis to
put the Pilots ahead 3-1. Paluk was
replaced by Jerry Nozewski and the
first hitter, Ryan Soldan, hit into a
fielder's cholcs to force DeBonatis at
second. - .

After a walk to Greg Peterson, Sol-
dan came homo on an error by Ba-
bicz, CC's firt baseman, for a 4-1
lead. The Pilota scored -a run in the
fifth without ‘the. banefit of a hit.

walked, was sacrificed to eec-
ond and came home on ‘consecutive
P aeyin a oo Bty team and

¢ a an

wa gave them extra help,” Salter said.
“Give them credit. Their third basa-
man. made two good stops and the
1right fieldor mada a great play.”

s Park with hot bat

header, 12-0 and 11-6. !

Kapla, s freshman at Eastem
Michigan, hurled a three-hitter in the
opener. He ‘struck out' four and

Wi only one.

Ewald (College of Ozarks) homered,
while Gundry knocked in four runs.
Plerco went 3-for-3 and teammate
Keovin Craggs contributed two hita.

Andrew Margolick pitched slx inn-
ings of five-hit baseball to give Hines

Park: the victory in the nightcap.
Margolick relieved Scott Rodgers,
who walked ssvén batters during the
opening inning. ° .

Craggs went 3-for-4 with two RBI
and threo runs scored, while Ewald
and Gundry each contributed two
hits and three RBL, i

Westland Federation ¢

and lator scored on a d

Hines Park opened its scason May
23 by sweoping Del-Wal in a double-

* JOHN BTORMIAND/STAT? PHOTOGRARIR

Falcon finish: Kim Coleman anchored Farmington’s 400-

Westland Federation, a

with a 4.3 eight-inning victory over
the Tecumseh, Ontarlo Green Giants
in & game played Wednesday at John
Glenn High. -
Chad Grieve belted a solo homer,
while pitcher Bobby Arellano eamned
thevictory. :
Grievo also socked a three-nin ho-
mer and was the winning pitcher In
rolief as Westland beat Wendy's in
the May 21 season opener. -
Weatland also’ defeated Walter's
Applinnce, 6-4, as Jeremy Blaylock
(Centrat Michigan University) struck
out 12 and scattered seven hits and
seven walks In going the distance.
Pete Gallagher, who worked five
innings, took the loss,

Walter’s loses :
Lance Stepaniak struck out 12 in:

in the LCBL, ran lu_mlcnni to 3.0

BY DAN O'MEARA
StAyy Wamam

‘Thore was n little more suapense to
the Western Lakea: Activities Asaocl-
atlon girls track meet Wednesday,
but the outcome was still what every-

one expected. .

‘Tho host Plymouth.Canton schoola
dominated the meet agaln, winning
11 of 17 eventa betwoen them, and
heavily favored Salem captured its
socond straight championship,

The Rocka won by a much alimmer
margin than last year, 142 to 186%
over Canton. Salem scored 170 and
the Chiefs 137 last ysar, but a change
in the scoring format to 10-8-6.6-4.3-

. 2-1 partially accounted for that.. - -

But the team finlah was nearly
identical, with Livonia Stavenson
(66), Walled Lake Western (63) and
North Farmington (51) rounding out
the top flve once again. . -

“It was a great team offort this
year, becauss wo acored In places we

ﬁ\v

— BeoCOLLEGIATE, SC

Salem girls repeat
‘as track champions

to make a contribution even if it'a one
point. You win champlonships with a
team and not a group of individuals.”

The winner was not decided until
the final event, which made every
point more valuable and the contest
more suspenseful.

Golng nto the 1,600-metor relay,
the Rocks led 182-130% over Canton.
A first-place finish for the Chicfs
would have given them the title, but
Salom won the race and Canton wos

third.

We had a shot; we gave them ev.
erything wo could and just came up a
little short,” Canton coach George -
Praygodski eald. .

The Chiefs were leading by several
pointa midway in the meet, but Sa-
lem had a atrong finish in the final
soven events, The Rocks won three of
them and scored a lot of points in all
but the3,200run. |

“We came to the meet to win and
wo were not surprised at all to be In

the Bob Hope Spectal last night and I'll say, ‘No,” H f k . rir

wohad the Red Wings on,’ *Norasald. . . *| meter relay team, which won its heat and finished fifth over- yors Dok seal wuas of out scaring po- - that position,” Praygodakd aald, "t
| b : . all. v , - : ' """ gald, “On this team, !Wnrb.“‘h’ wanta Swwm' MEET, 2C
- ) — i : 1S I e
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