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POINTS OF VIEW)

Proposal A eases tax burden, says COunty exec

B;Y L. BROOKS PATTERSON
h!s Wedneuduy, June 2, Michi-
gan voters will have an opportu-
nity to do something about the
heavy burden of property taxes. We can
cut them and limit future assessment
indreascs. .
Here are some arguments in support
of Proposal A,

B Proposal A cuts school operating tax I

rates on our property tax bill by an av-
erago of 36 percont, Michigan has the
fourth higheat proporty tax burden in
America, This cut will put us slightly
below the national average

 Proposal A most impon.nntly, inmy
mind anyway, limits future assesament
increases to five percent or the rale of
inflation, whichever is less. No more 16
to 30 percent property tax hikes in the
future. Wa have a cap on assessmonts;
seniors are protected; you and I are
protected,

a Prvposal A closes the school funding

‘Senioritis’ results

QUESTION: Our daughter's gradua-
tion day is in a couple of wecks. It
scems to bo affecting her moro than we
anticipated. Does graduation from high
achool or even collego affect all aeniors
this way?

ANSWER: Graduation and every-
thing thnt goes with it not enly lmpum
this year's 1993 gradunting seniors, but
teachers, administratars and parents
alike, Some observations and com-
ments of graduation time and tho years
that follow I picture in my mind in-
clude:

8 In the next few weeks, senior closs-
mates will write thoughts in their
classmates’ yearbooks that are un-
tainted and straight from the heart.
And years later, many will pick up
thoir yearbooks, read and rercad those

remarks, and realize how wonderful

ool dntl,

a solid fe
l‘ 34.800 for overy chlld in overy achool
district in Michigan, Wo have ad-
dressed honestly and fairly the funding
dlaparjty that exists betwoen school
districta. {If we don't support Proposal
A, we run the real risk of having a fod-
eral judge someday take over the Mich-
igan school system ond dictate a cor-
rective program without voter input.)
We don't want the federal governmont
taking away local control of our
schools, Proposal A gives us the pro-
tection wao're looking for in that regard,
K Yes, there is a sales tax increasa
from four to eix percent, but I'll hold
my noae on that part of Proposal A and
stiil vote for it. The reason I'll vote for
it is vory simple: Last yoar Proposal C
{tho Governor's Cut ‘n Cap Proposal)
went down to defeat and the post mor-
tem with voters acroaa the etate re-
vnnlcd thny were upsot because the ed-

f that
proposal was not funded ln ather

high school days were.
R Those seniors involved in athletics,
the band, the yearbook, school plays,
cheerleading, and school clubs will for-
get the “bad” things and retain only
fond momories of their greatest gams,
the best school play, the band’s great-
est night — memories that will be
‘nhared and embellished at class roun-
ons,

And, yos, aeniors graduating this
year will wander through the school
halls these last weeks kind of spaced
out! Many, like your daughter, won't be
able to grasp the fact that thoy are

| leaving an environment that was their

home away from home for 13 years.
If you had ever boen a high school

words, the voters wanted to sce how the
governor was going to fund education.
He's dona 80 in Proposal A,

If thero is a saving graco about a
sales tax increaso, wo know that a pro-
jected $320 million will be genarntarl by
tourists who come to Michigan — our
aecond largest Industry,

#l Proposal A puts into the Constitu-
tion & guarantee that 100 porcent of the
lottery money will bo dodicated to fund
our public schoola, The Constitution Is |
the suprome law of this etate. The lot-
tory shell game, once and for all, jo |
ovor,

8 The substantial net tax reduction in
the current year (approximately $1.1
billion statewide), smaller tax reduc.
tion in future years and the fncrcass in
wealth of Michigan residents will stim-
ulate Michigan's economy, The addi-
tional disposable income will gencrate
increased private sector joba in the
state, and the reduction in property
taxes will encourage investment in

Doc'DovLE

their “sentoritia” attitudoes and behav-
iors will soon be out the door.
And yet alf the lecturing and behay-
{or modifications teachers and princi-
pals !ay on the seniors during these
lust weeka in high school seom

teacher, ipal, it truly
is a beautiful tlme —_ but also a time of
rolief, knowing the seniora with all

hile when you see thosc eame
seniors marching to the strains of
“Pomp and Circumstance.”

. Raderat!

passes on to your his Increasing prop-
erty tax costa, If property taxes are

capped, this costly pass through would |, te
.| bo expected to diminish. '
thlnk of the elderly homeowner who

For 20 years, the angry volcea of
Mlchlm residents have reverberatod
' from avery corner of the atate, pmuat-
ing the onerous property tax
and chiding their elected officials to do
something about it, The debato avor
what to do has raged on and on, but no
consensus could be reachod — that is
until now.

Groups with widely differont agen-
das and parspactives on fseuss have
gotten on the Proposal A bandwagon.
Democrats and Republicans are back-
ing this proposal, 80 are business and
labor. Also lining up behind Proposal
A are such groups as the Michigan Ed-
ucation Association, the Michigan

1 have fond memories of my college
days, but those formattve high'school
yoars, when evorything was & now expo-
rience, was nevor really duplicated.

So, a8 a parent, think back and you
can certalnly recall how it was to grad.
uato from high school to “leave the
nest.” It's the end of an era in an’onvi-
ronment in which you spent 13 of your
first 18 years, or about 72 percont of
, your daylight hours from September
' through June, That's a big hunk of
your life!

Your daughter is not acting strange-
ly; she is dealing with the greatest en-
vironmental change she has ever expe-
rienced.

Regardless of all the bravado the gra-
dunting seniors are axhlbiﬂnx rlghth
todt they

w (i colle;

plant and equi| among Michi of Teachers, the
industries, Chamber of Commerce and the Mlchl-
M What's in it for renters? Your rent gan Manufacturers Association.

|- goos up every year as the landlord No, Proposal A is not perfect; wo do -

. not live in a porfoct world. But Propos-

alA

fn

does represent change for the bet-
you cast your vote on June 2,

can no longer afford the pmperty uues

* and Is forced to move, or think of

the
child not receiving the education de-

servod because of school funding ineq- -

uitiea, or think of the business owner
who ]uat can’t make it anymare be-
cause of high taxes. A vote for Proposal
A 1n a vote for them.

For their sake and sake of Michi-
zan's future, I urge you to vote yes on
Proposal A.

L, Brooks Patterson serves as Oak-

land County Executive, You may con-

: tact him at the Executive Office Build-
g;g. 1200 N, Telegraph, Pontiac 48341- -

from leaving nest syndrome

lngthn real world, .

And frankly, 1ife ut in this real
world ia wonderful, but it also can be a
real “bummor.” Too often you “swim
with the sharks" while avolding the pi-
ranha, Anyone who has beenina
demeaning work environment knows
those whom I am talking about.

So lot’s give a hardy welcomae to the
real world — to the noxt goneration, to
those who will “carry the torch” — the
graduatos of 1993,

God blesa!

James “Doc” Doyle, a former teach-
er/achool adnununutar/umuemty m-
 structor, is president of Doyle and
' sociates, an educational caruuumg
ﬁm ’I'a leave & message for Doyle from

tone phone, dial 953-2047,

instinctlvnly sense they are now enter-

mmlbas 1866.

Observer & Eccentric Classified ad .

we
Reach Michigan's Finest Suburban Market

e -
“Magnificent job!”

That's what Tracy Anderson of Farmington told us about the response she had from her

*I'd advertica agaln—my car sold immediataly,” she sald,

That's boecause

custom pools since 1965
and have the expertise to -
design, ‘construct, and :
maintain your pool for years
of pleasure and enjoyment.

15"

We've been building

SAVE 30% on .
all doughbey pools

Sizes avaliable:
18’
12'x24° »
18'x34’ « 18'x38' «

21"« 24"+ 28’
16'%x28" * 16'x32’
21'x11’

398-4877
398-4626

your neighbors, they pr&bably bnughtfmm us too!

839-3131
739-5383"
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