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POINTS OF VIEW

It’s time for our Viet vets to give up bitterness

B t's time for the Vietnam War to

B end. Sure, our troops pulled out of
Saigon in the early 1970s, and the

ones who didn’t go came back from

Cahada a few yoars later. But the war

continues on the home front.

Just ask President Bill Clinton,
who was heckled during a Memorial
Day speech at the Vietnam War momo-
rial in Washington, The guy was just
trying to make peace with the Vietnam
veterans and, for his efforts, ho was
called  draft dodger.

It's a label that Chntun and 1 both
wear,if that's what you call somebody
who didn't have to go to Vietnam be-
cause they were in the draft lottery in
the early 1970s.

During the presidential compaign, it
came out that Clinton was in the same
lottery I was during 1970 and his num-
ber didn't come up. Mine didn’t either,

Leftzsts participate in politica

BY REGINA SALER
EETCOI.UMNIFT
arning: Right-wing lunatic!
If the American Civil Liber-

ties Union had its way, this
would become a mandatory button
worn by every mhgmus, conservative

idual who wasn't or

stone-dead.

What a public aervice it would be to
identify these subversives. Mothers
with small children could scurry to the
other side ul’thc street when seemgn
RWL h 1 voters

Up "titthen, I nover considered
myself a draft dodger and atlll don't.
Tho same goes for Clinton.

‘We wore in & lottery. Your birthdate
was matched up with a number select-
ed ot random and you were drafted on
that basis. In other words, if you were
number one, you better start packing,
and if you were 366, it was OK to put
the down payment down on tho Mus-
tang.

For me there was a certain guilt in
not going to Vietnam. Most of my
frionds went, Thore were all-night par-
tios and then & dawn drive to Metro
Alrport where we would put a drunken
19-year-old on a plane.

It wasn't fun.

Luckily, I had a father who didn't
want me to go to Vietman. His conten.
tion was that it was a war for the mili-
tary. The more troops you have; tho

bigotry.

more genorala you need. That means
rnnk and money for career military

Bolng a World War II veteran, my
father contended that was cnough for
our family, especially since somebody
in his family had fought in almost eve-
ry war since the Rovolution.

It cuuld be a wifo and molhcr who is
d for her children's future. It

Il‘uny other group — gays,
blacks, etc. — were Inbelcd u!mllnrly.
there would be a huge outery of protest,
lawsuits filed and probably some call
for the federal government to compen-
aate the offended group.

But religious conservatives are sup-

posed to take the abuse quietly be-
cause, after all, they are reaponsible for .
much that alls tho world today.

Liberals would have you belicvc that
religious cunscrvnt:ves are the primary

of bigotry, into} gay-

could be a businesaman who wants the
best economy for the benefit of his
business.

It could be an Afri American who

Even my friends who did go to Viet-
nam didn’t show any bitterness be-
cause [ hadn't.

Oh, sure there were divisions be-
twecn those who went and those who
didn’t. There was a certain bit of ench-
bery on both sides. I friends

tho Viotnam momorial. And he was tho <
first president to visit the monument; .- -
George Bush and Ronald Reagan head--
ed for good old reliable World War IT
avents for Memorial Day,

‘There stood Clinton lookingas un-
as o Baptist choir boy ona

telling war atories in a newsroom at the
paper I was working at, and the report.
ers thero ignoring, and even refusing to
write about the war. Inteviewing Viet-
nam vets was seen as boing pro-war,
which wasn’t the thing to be at news-
papers in the early 1970s.

Howover, that divislon started to
cvaporate as the 19708 wore on and
during the 19805, Vietnam scemed to
slip out of our vocabulary,

But it scems aa we baby boomers
march toward middle age, things are
gotting worse, That was evident when
Clinton tried to talk to the vetorans at

lly correct

guarantees the right of all people to be-
lieve, speak and assemble, regardless of
thelr world view.

Any objective study would reveal
that one unltlnxmlun!on of the Laft is
the {on of the United States

believes that tho g isnot the

ions, a task which haa been

cure of blacks’ social ills,

It could even be a person who has
become a committed activist in any
one of a number of causes, not unlike
the activists of the Left.

)

largely successful over the last 50

years,

The ACLU, the legal arm of the Left,
has been the epitomy of intolerance as
it has filed lawsuit upon | lnwsuxt na-

Theso are people so y ca-
ized as the “right-wing lunnhc

could avoid dcccptmn

How casily the public could discern
truth when they could discount alt
RWL idcas by simply pressing the
RWL dclete button in their minds.

How absurd this scenario would be.
Yet time and time again, representa-
tives of the Left refer to conservntwu,
religious mdwulunls as “right-wing

bashmg. woman und child abuse, as
well as anti-Semitism.

Furthermore, these RWLs want to
force their world view upon the rest of
the citizenry.

The truth is that labels and generali-
ties have never been an accurate as-
sessment of any people. The religious
right is a group of diverse people whose

fringes.” The ACLU would apparently
like to spread the misconception that
theae people are second class citizens
with less nght than others to hold to
and practice their world view in any
meaningful way, that is, within a cul-
tural context.

1t would appear that the liberal gos-
pel of tolerance fora wxdu npcctrum of

ide to purge Cl
from publie life, eapecially the practice,
even by private individuals,

‘Through the courts, it has become
an organization forcing its views upon
the citizenry.

For the ACLU to host a meeting out-
lmmg the dangers of right-wing activ-
ists is the height of philosophical arro-
gance, This act alone should speak vol-
umes.

A Iy the Left wishes to close

beliefs and i
cludes those of a Christien nnl.urc

the free market of expression so that

F 1y, the C: ion still

fanatics,” “right- wing |“nﬂm fringe,” worldew drnmnhcnlly contrasts the
and other d ies, al tic, secul
of which to politically correct poused by mnny Lehist dividual

the ncculur. humanistic world view can
be d without the nuisance of

Hear what the experls haveto say rabiotit lawn care; fl
: vegelable gardens and; moze'

g
* Meadotb Brook ‘Hall
- 28 ennanentgardens,
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phllonophlcal competition.

How ironic that in the former Soviet
Union, where sccular humenism was
the state mandated religion for so
many years, where atheism was taught

warm Sunday in Hot Springs when the
church service is going too long. He was’
smiling and trying to keep it togethor
while being booed.

The guy was trying to mako amends.
It’s just too bad that the veterans
weren't listening. It makes us all vie-
tims of the war.

Jeff Counts is the edntor of the Plym-
outh and Canton Observer Newspapers,
who still suffers from Vietnam-cra guilt
and can remember his draft lottery
number. He can be reached at 469-2700.

b ] ‘ t
in public schools as a matter of course,
there is now a cry for religious material., .

Meanwhile, we in the United States
witnesa the trend to further secularize
our nation in the name of “Separation
of Church and State.”

For moat of our histary, we have en-

‘joyed the benefits of being a predomi-
nantly Judea.Christian nation. We
must answer the question: “What will
be the consequences of becoming a sec.
ular nation?”

As world history can demonstrate,
pagan nations often pay a price, in-
cludmg increased crime, regimental

loss of p 1 free-
doms, violations of human rights, in.

tolerance of varied beliefs, sexual im-

morality, breakdown of family units
and even ultimately, the downfall of
the nation,

‘We would truly be an ignorant peo-
ple if we could not learn lessons from
nations which have already travelled
this course.

If fighting this trend makes one a
right-wing fanatic, then I would wear
the badge proudly.

Regina Seler, a Farmington Hills res-
ident, is @ homemaker and the mother
of three children.
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TRANSTTIONS COMFORT LENSES ]

Join NuVision ang Transitions®Comfort Lenses, official lens of the U.S. World Cup Team, at the Palace
for a fun-filled soccer clinic sure to please all
and Women's National Soccer Team. Win soccer
Including a chance to win a trip for four to see the .

FREE SUCCER CLINC- SUNDAY,

ages. Meat members of the U.S. Men's
balls, T-shirts and other great prizes,
U.S. World Cup Team play In Californla.

, JUNE 207H AT THE PALACE

To register, or for more detalls. visit a nearby NuVision locatlion. - :

nuU\Esion.
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