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Each apring,
the Soclety of
Automotive En-
gineers celeo-
brates the new
crop of brain.
powor that is the
futuro of this in-
dustry by host-
ingaseries of en-
gineering design
contests for engi-
neering atudents
at the nation's

DAN
McCOSH
universities, thus encouraging the
kind of tinkering, invention and
creativity that all too often gets
buried in aome mammoth corpo-
rate bureaucracy once the kid geta
a *real job,"

I was Invited to participate as o
Jjudge in once such event a couple
of weeka ago, a contest where the
students wero ch with de-
signing a practical hybrid car — a
vehicle that {a powered by both an
clectric motor, an Internal com-
bustion engine, or combinations
of both. Thia belt-and-suspenders
concept is not quite as crazy as it
acems, since theoretically the re-
sult would allow tho vehicle to
emit zero pollution in urban
areas, while retaining a high-effi-
clency, long-range motor for high-

By use.

Hybrids in general are the kind
of Holy Grail design that is gener-
ally stuffed in a back room at
Ford, Chrysler or GM, only to be

put on display at ane of thoae “car
of the future” shows, But nobody
really takes them too seriously.

Except, it turna out, the kids
that don’t know enough to know It
can’t bo done,

Maybe you have to bo a refugee
of higher education that was a
kind of cross botweon Animal
House and Applu Ctlr‘mpuwrs asl

powered ventilation, .

Part of the gama was to produce
a truly practical car, n category
that was won by a group from
Southfield’s Lawrence Tech —
the achool that is underneath my
office window,

It should be noted at this point
that Ford’s advanced product
group recently unveiled a show
car that was bled in slightly

was, to
varloty of ingenuity of the SAE
contest entries that showed up at
the Henry Ford Museum in Dear-
born, Starting with sophiaticated
computer design, the kids built
cars that ran — actuatly ran — on
u‘lwm,ut‘ive ‘chls pnd complex

Icsa than a year, Theso kids put
togothor thelr hybrid entries in
about the same time, but mainly
were working on their own while
carrying o full load of classes,
Granted, tho results were not al-
ways polished, but the technical

One entry’s goal was to achlove
100 mpg under gasoline power
and a 60-mile range under batter-
iea alone.

Ono hes to wonder just what
hoppens to thia kind of energy
when it is swallowed up in the
major auto companies. In a per-
fect world, it would come charging
in, the old hands would clean up
tho rough spots end great cars
would come pouring out.

Instend, I remember a friend 1
knew in college who, driven by his
passion for cars, retumed to
school at the aga of 24 and worked
his way thmugh design achool
while a family. After

o
was mainly leading

Some even iIncluded solar

edge.

graduntlon, he worked a couple of
years then quit, disheartened af-

Innovators to industry: Lead, follow or get out of the way

ter drawing nothing but door han-
dles in a big studio,

Amidat all the current debate
over trade, union contracts, lend
time and consortis, I'm beginning
to wonder if the bigxnst problem
facing the industry today s how
to atand out of the way and lot the
future happen,

Dan McCosh ia automotive edi-
tor of Popular Science magazine.
If you have a comment, question
or lugguhon concerning Auto
Talk, write to Dan McCosh, Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, 48150,
or you can call him directly by di-
oling 963-2047, mail box number
1870, on a touch-tone phone.

MARKETPLACE

To place your business in the
marketplace colendar, mail the in-
formation, including the business
telephone number and address, to
Business Editor, 36251 School-
craft, Livonia 48150. Or drop the
m['onnatmn off at your local O;}

headquartered In Troy, has re-
cently been named one of the re-
cipients of the ‘NUMMI Partner-
ship Award’ for outstanding sup-

one of only two advertising agen-
clna lmnomd this year with a QE

The Qunl[ly Excellence Award
supplier

plier service to the

Y

b Y

the mod-

taining its commitment to phar.
macy and other core drugstore
categorles, aa well as its focus on
technology. Drag Topics do-
scribed Arbar aa one of the most
d drug chains in the in-

industry, The award is
nnnunliy by New United Motor
turing, Ine, the joint

server
ice,

venture of Toyota and General
Motors bnsnd in l-‘remunt. CA, to
those excel-

tool
Valenite, as a reault of its sale by
GTE Corporation to Cincinnatl
Milacron Inc. earlior this year, is
now officially Valenlite Inc.
Valenite Inc., which observes its
50th anniversary this year, con-
tinues to be hendquartered in
Troy, with sales, service and man-
ufacturing operations on five con-
tinents. The

lent performance in auch areas as
quality and cost control,

remnins of counsel, and R. Peter
Prokop, the firm's administrative
principal and chief executlve offi-
cer for the last six years.

Firm principal Pau! L.B.
McKenney has assumed leader-
ship of tho internatlonal practice,
nnd cach of the firms soven other
also remain,

ul yenr. Performance is measured  dustry
in the categories of quallty, deliv.
ery, price and Busi 1 law ipal
er support, The :dlerm for win- firm Rnymond & Dilton, PC.. ln
ning a Quulity has
will be the i 20 d lta namo toR d &
i that all Pmkop. P.C., in conjunction ments under his|

muat achieve to continue to do

Cor
nnnnuncudhmdny thnt hl hna been

with Chrynler Corpora-

with the departure of Joseph F.
Dillnn to another firm.
firm now Is

llnn, CME-K
] the 1990

con-

tract for the 88,000 square foot
Detroit Medical Center located in
Novi, Michigan.
USMai wos awarded

indexable-insert turning, boring,
milling and drilling teole and a
diverse range of related products
to primary manufacturers and
their aupplicrs in the automotive,
automotive components, acro-
apace, farm implement, heavy

the Contract based on their
unique program speclally de-
signed to ensure the high quality
cleaning necessary for medical fa-
cilities.

E-‘or the necond year in o row,

1 railrond,

CME-KHBB
Adv Isl! wos

1992 Chrysler Curporntlun Annu-
al Reports, Jeep/Eagle Divislon
cnudogn, nnd other qup nnd Ea-

17
nnmud for John J, Roymond Sr.,
who founded the firm in 1948 and

Prokop’s name was selected by
the firm’s principals in recogni-
tion of the I'nns accomplish.
Since

nounced it will consolidate its two
Detroit-area officea within the
next few months in Southficld.
‘The firm hed been maintaining
two Michigan offices -- in South.
field, where tho majority of princi.
pals already are located, and in
Dotrait, where only Dlllon, one
other principal, one associate and
a few support staff members aro
located.

Granhl.

has won

his clection as CEO in 1986, the
firm has increased tho number of
.clients and ding billable

an Exccllence in Design awnrd
l'mm the Inwrnntlonnl Pnper

production by 76 percent,
Raymond & Prokap also an-

high staudmds of design in thc
creative use of printing papers.”

gle

In addition to also winning a
Quality Excellence Award last
year, CME-KHBB reccived a
Pentastar Award, the highest
supplier honor based on an even
more demanding and corporate-
wide performance level,

Troy-based Arbor Prugs, Ine,

wining and other
Valenite was founded as Modern
‘Tool in Detroit in 1943 as a spe-
cially tool shop serving the auto-
moative Industry and its suppliers.

Avery-Dennison Automotive,

”tl\e
jistinguished Qual 11

Quality
Award (QE) from Chryslnr Corpo-
ration for the agency's overall
achievements in the areas of mer-
chandising and collateral in the
1992 mode] year. CME-KHBB is

has been named ‘Pharmacy Chain
of the Year' by Drag Topics maga-
zinc. The nnn:nl competition

Set Another Place al the Table
and Host an International Stud-ni
for the *93-94 school year!

aspect of
chain drug phnrmucy each year.
Arbor is recognized for main-
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LANDSCAPE
& GARDEN
SHOW

Oukland University's Meadow Broak Flall & Music Festival

g Tea Patty
.theChﬂdmnsMazeGaxden aliving m_azeofplan
’ 'matmllfhallengechlldmno allages

Meidow Brook... |
thete's somethmg
for everyone!!

Stmll thraugh the Gardens
‘ surroundmg '

JUNE 11 ¢ 12n00n -8pm  JUNE 12 & 13 * 10am - 6pm
- $6 in Advance ($7 at the door),
Children 3-12, $3 ¢ Children under 3 are free

Tickets on sale now at the Meadow Brook Music Festival Box Office and all
FExaTaeres, Centers.

Charge By Phone (313)645-6666
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* Students 15-18 years old
* English-speaking
Consider a European exchange
for your son or daughter

Call 1-800-382-HOST
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$ WE CLEAN:
& * AluminumVinyl Siding
o+ Brick/Paint Removl
: % * Wood Decks
&+ Cement/Decks
. Gaffiti

Expert Exterior Home & Building Cleaners
“Restoration Our Speaal/ty”’
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