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Township officials were una.

ware of a widespread problem
! there,

In Redford Townahllp. muinu-

longer feeding off folinge, their
sole purpose Is to procreate.

The female moth is creamy
whlm nnd grun't ny, but emlu a

snys the caterpillars have not
been identified there ~ yet, But
+ McSween is attending a tree sem-
. jnar next weck sponsored by the
Michigan Department of Urban
Forestry and plana to bo ready
:hcn the uninvited parasites ar.
ve.

Gypsy moths endanger trees at
only one stage — when a caterpil-
lar. Caterpillars usunlly begin to
hatch in early May. By June, they
are about two or three inches long
+ and wander conatantly, feeding at
" night.

Roughly from the end of July to
enrly August, after 10 days in
% dark colored pupal cases, adult
s moths emerge, At thla stage, no
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Whﬂo Bloom!' eld Township
and Frankiin have worse infesta.
tiona, Beverly Hills is just now
feeling the affects of the gypsy
mnlh.

“We are on the eastern edge of
the problem,"” said Patrick Sulli-
» van, sssistant manager of Beverly
+ Hills.

+ 'The village has conducted a
» male moth trapping program for
~. the past five yeara to get an accu-
\ rate count, The numbers are in-
« creasing.

w “Lately wo look for egg masses
on bark or limbs, Those show
where caterpillars will hatch in
spring. We haven't found a lot in
Beverly Hills,” Sullivan said.
“But the males can fly about two
miles and these high winds are
helping them.

“Residents shouldn't be
' alarmed, We haven't found egg
» masses here. The problem is to
: + the weat of us.”
-  Mourice Brackenbury, who
« lives west of Lahser, between 13
% and 14 Mile roads, has been set-

ting gypsy moth traps for Beverly
, Hills for years.

. “I live on a wooded ravine so
I'm concerned I might have o
.} problem,” said Brackenbury, who
» has seen the gypsy moth in his
subdivision, but not on his prop-
erty — yet.

“Although it's not as bad as
Feanklin, we definitely have a
problem. For the five years I've
been setting traps, every year is
getting worse, Some people be-
lieve there la a cycle, Bul we've
had an increase overy year."

‘The count lets village officials
know the right Hmu to apray to

attract the nearest male molh.
She llves about a week, just long
enough to lay eggn.

The malo is brownish and fics
in a zigzag pattern. He can mate
with many females. Each result.
ing egg deposit containe botween
50 and 1,500 eggs to hatch the fol-
lowing spring. And thus goes the
cycle.

To seek out and destroy egg
masses, homeowners ahauld look
for o flat off white velvety patch,
the aize of a quarter, attached to
woodpliles, looss flaps of bark, the
underside of branches or any
other protective area. The egg
mass is Intertwined in a matting
of hair from the femnle moth's

body, It'a water repellent end a
good insulater, surviving tem-
peratures as low as minus 20 de-
greea F,

In some communities, like
Bingham Farms, gypsy moths are
Jjust beginning to be a problem,

“In our survey sites, we came
ncross one arca with egg masses
on an oak tree,” sald Kathy Haga-
man, Bingham Farms clerk nnd

consortium fighting the infesta.
tion together in Cakland County.
“We have sinco had a call from
a resident who thinks the cater-
pillars on her garage door are gyp-
sy moths, We'll look at them.”
Consortium members are Bov-

to attract males,

“We'd set those traps up, kill
them and count them. But we
didn't have the resolution to pin-
point the areas,”” Kuchera said.
“We awitched to egg mass count.
ing in the fall. Wo follow a more

erly Hilla, Bingh Farms,
Bloomfield Hills, Bloomfield
Township, Farmington Hills,
Franklin and West Bloomfield.
‘Thoir consultant is Car] Dollhop{
of Westland.

In Bloomfield Township, gypsy
moths were first Identified in
1978,

“Qak trees are a prime target,”
said Kuchera, of Bloomfield
Township. “We did an aerial
spray nnd began a monitoring

program,”

In eddition to chemical spray,’

the township set up moth traps —
milk cartons with roofs emanat-
ing the scent of the female moth

WiLLIAM HANSEN

Terminator: Franklin resident Arnie Anderson demonstrates the use of burlap traps to
help determine the extent of gypsy-moth caterpillar infestation and pinpoint places
most in need of spraying. Note the white egg sacs just below the small tree branch and

how chewed the leaves are.

N ‘Residents shouldn't be alarmed. We haven't
found egg masses here. The problem Is to the
weost of us.’

large arcas of oak trees. That's o
good habitat.”
ty percent of leaves can be gone

end most people would be una-

Patrick Sullivan
assistant manager

keep the infi
Elimination of the pesky defolin-
tor is imposstble.

“Most people think the inch gypsy moth,” Brackenbury said.

worm or the tent taterpillar is the “Gypsy moths are secretive. Thir-

than the
state.

‘The state sprays in several cen-
tral Michigan counties, but not
yet in Oakland or Wayne.

Contrary to popular belief, pop-
ulation explosions don’t happen
auddenly. An area will undergo a
gradual population buildup for a
time before the population goes
into a phase of rapid release, ac-
cording to MSU data,

The state’s struggle with the
gypsy moth dates back to the late
‘508 In Central Michigan, The
moth has since spread to the re-
mainder of the state.

Next week: moth management

Gypsies invade Oakland towns to varyzng degree

and the movement. mght now,
the worst infestation in Beverly
Hills ie slong the western ex-
treme. The eastern edge is not af-
fected,” Brackenbury said,

Arnie Anderson is In charge of
the volunteer program in Frank-
lin, The former Livonia resident
moved to Franklin just last year
and discovered gypsy moths four
houses away from his new home.

“I don't have any on my proper-
ty,"” he said, “I observe the trees
and leaves daily with binoculars.
You can look for them on the
leaves.”

Last fall, Franklin began an egg
masa program, where the focus in

ing the fuzzy qt
mass that cocoons the cuu:rplllurs
from late summer until the fol-
lowing spring.

“It’s under control. But re-
quires substantinl nttention,”
said Anderson. "I counted 271 egg
masses in the worst tree in the
village, near 13 Mile and Wood-
side — the most heavily infested
area, That alone could account for
a quarter-million caterpillars.”

Last month, Franklin sprayed
270 acres. The worat 100 acres
had a second spraying.

Anderson is going to be tryinga
fairly new technique soon —
stapling burlap flapa on target
trees and inspecting them weekly
for larval counts.

‘The technique reveals the po-
tential for rising gypsy moth lev-
els and allows observation of gyp-
sy moth disease. Counts of 50-100
indicate populations may be rie-
ing. lem'u‘ 5bo've 100 indicate

ware of an
‘The focus now ia to put traps
out again around the Fourth of They
July when the caterpiliars - We'll check the slnps once a week
transform into moths, fo!
“This will show us the number infestation follows where we have

problem.”

“Gypsy moths are secretive.
hide during the daytime.

r caterplllars,” he said. “The

A glossary—

Some common gyp: ',.
moth-related terms; by
# Caterplliar — l.ha larva ,q};
moths and butterfll o
H Defoliate — Ramoy_m
leaves from plants. One [
ey moth caterpillar can re..
move over & square yard

* leaves from planta, T
M Exoskeleton — Insects do ~
not have an internal skelg.,
ton, Instead, they have
evolved an outer shel} (ex-
oskeleton) that provides
structural strength and p:
tection.

M Instar. Growth stages Qr -
immature insect forms, Ag :
immature insects grow (ip, -
this case, caterpillars), thoy~
outgrow their exouke]elnn
and must shed j¢.
MMolt — As the yply
moth caterpillar grows, it.
must periodcally shed ity .
skin to sald for addltiona]
growth. It will molt four !o
2ix times,

— Source: MSUExtcruwn’“'

PLANTS AT.RISK

MOST AT RisK 0 DEFOLIATION:

Alaspenandpoplar -
aspen

gray. paper {white), and river blrch

All apple and crabapple

All thomapple and hawthome
White pine

Blue spruce

American bzech

Basswood

Sweetgum

J“t}nsbeny or serviceberry

KU”

SOMEWHAT AT RiSK TO'DEFOLIATION:
Black walnut and butternut
Al cherry and plum
Norway, red and sugar maple
Hoptiombeam of lronwood

§
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Balsam .
Eastem hemlock ‘e

"INIIIAI.A‘I’ Ask Yo Dzrnulmou: g

REAL ESTATE NEWS

Realtors give $5,000 for homeless in Pontiac

Tufp tree of yallaw poplar
Sycamore and London plane tree
Northem catalpa ”
Honey locust .-
Black focust o
Horsechestnut 1=
Eastern recedar .
Junipar -1
Yew Ca
Lilag T
Azalea -
Rhododendron -
Arborvitae -
Viburnum =
SOURCE: MSU Extwaicn ]
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BY DoUG FUNKE “The $5,000 cash grant will get  year to Lighth Community ' =
BYAYF WRITER us started on the removation,” for an «ddulonul five years, center: This ©
Brokers and agents n{ﬁlmud nuid ’l‘lm ‘Thetland, ncighborho{od Schreiber said. cbandoned H

ith the Birmi Bl or for “The th i v :
gnuxd of Renltors are used to  Lighthouse. “We're going to gut nghth%uae“l‘::{‘l’:a :;"‘,Lr:ﬂ hx:mnf house will be :
dealing with the upper end of the  the interior and have o kitchen,  oggpeas,” she said. “We thought renovated =
B e uch f e btk o e melnt i o oyt hioames

* * 80 -

“ll;n they haven't forgotten the  we'll do with volunteer labor.” ;vre connzcm;:ce and ogw:'“ .;om':ﬁ mg‘place for H
little people, either. “Only four (Fannie Mac) grants  thing back to the community, residentsof -
The board, after applying for  were given throughout the coun-  They're g0 well run, efficlently Unity Park :
i and receiving a $5, Wl]?m‘:{t l';um oy aaidll{‘e‘rryw?lcgtm&ben %RMII; s g in Pontiae, &
i, tho Fannie Mae Foundation, tor assoclaf ax Broocl A :
v (3:“(1“3.2 ‘:nnney over to lehl: and chalrwoman of the boutd' b leieh g'm““xlh";“ Bl;""&’ﬁﬂlg thanks in :
house of Oakland County, an ity service oard hod previously %ﬂ B';l great Pm? to =
emergency human services pro- “The purpose was to align Real- some $13,000 to the the Birming- =
e tors with housing developments  Organization, said Noreen Keat- h Bl z
Vk’ll‘he ant will b applied to ac-  for the poor.” ing, executive director for Light- am'B 0‘;31' ]
quire Izd and renovate a dilapi- Schroiber envisions Light.  house. ge ! oard of =
dated  700-square-foot | house’s ity center as n “We are honored that the Bir- ealtors, H
into a community center in Unity  focus point for mectings, day care  mingham-Bloomfield board has s
Park. That area of southeast Pon-  and informal clasaes. chosen Lighthouse to be their ser- H
tinc has been designated for home The Birmingham-Bloomfield  vice activity in this community,” H
rehabilitation and revitalization. board recently extended a three-  shesaid, :

i ' s in line is board’s job :

== Keeping condo employees in line is board’s jo s
QUERIES 4

- s

ia not properly discharging his job responsibiii. panlon, How can I convineo my dog-orfented dog or cat.
ties, he should be properly admonished. board to give me a broak? The bylaws do  Robert M, Meisnerisa Bmum.g)wm nrmm
The employee should be reminded of his job give the board discrotion to permit more concentrating his practice in the areas of congo-
fools ho has a polltcal following at tho condo,  duties in writing and told to adhere to them. If than one cat or dog 1f they want, miniums, rea! estate and corporate low, Yoware
having done a lot of personal favors for cer-  he mntlnuu to viclate his job dutle-. he should invited to submit questions by writing Robert
taln membors. The board would liko to put  be d after the ion's attorney  If the bylaws give the board that discretion, I M, Meisner at 30200 Telegroph Road, Siiite
him in his place. What do we do? has reviewed the case, would make your argument that your cat needs 467, Bingham Farms 48025, This column bv—
. a companion and no real harm or adverse pre. vides general information and should nog be
Keop in mind that the condo's board of direc. 1 have two cats In my condo and the by- cedent will be established if the board gives in, construed as legal opinion. To leave a voice
wn gerural]y has the nxcluaive power to hh'e or laws aliow for only one, I got the second eat  Also check to see if thero aro other residents message for Robert Meisner, dial 953-2047, mml
] of the Ifan since overyone knows that cats need a com- who have gotten permission for more than one box 1871,

Our on sito mnlnum;mcc m:n nﬁlem- to bo
usurping his prerogatives and telling board
members what to do, He is cocky because he




