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SENIOR PLAYERS

Older and better: -

Stockton finding
golf is a bit easier

By Terry Jacoby
Sports Wsiter

Reunlon Pro-Am near Dallas, Texas
and finished third at the Pain

Dave Stockton has et
a great deal since he became a pro-
fessional golfer In 1964, e won the
PGA Championship in 1970 and agaln
n 1976, and played on two Unlted
States Ryder Cup teams.

In 1991 the California native cap-
tained the Ryder Cup team, and last
June, Stockton won the Senior Play-
ers Championshlp at the TPC of
Alichigan in Dearborn,

But after all his experience and all
his wisdem =~ being selected to cap-
tain a Ryder Cup team requires
reat knowledge of the game as well
as knowing the top players’ strengths
~Stockton is still fascinnted by the

game.

“Golfts just amazing to me," Stock-
ton said following the pro-am of the
Bell Atlantle Classie in Malvern,
Pennsylvania. “The interesting side
is the mental side. Golf' Is 80-percent
mental and it's often ignored.

“People take too long when they
play golf. They think far (oo much.
1 Just go up and hit the ball, IT it's
bad. § go up and hit it again."

Sounds simple.

And to Stockton, golf has become
euasier as he has golten older and
wiser.

DURING 111S carver on the regu.
lar PGA tour, Stockton won 11 tour-
naments, including the two mujors.
He made over §1 million over the
course of 26 years.

But Stockton seems to be gelting
better as he gets older. And moybe
the awareness of golf's mental side
is starting to pay off in fewer strokes
and blgger paychecks.

“I've been looking forward to this
summer because 1°m playing well,”
said Stockton, who looked quite fit
and reloxed after playing 18 holes
in the rain.

*'From tee to green, my game Is
the best it has ever been,™ he said.
“I'm hitting the ball a lot furiher
than T ever did and | am pulling
pretty well.”

Stockton's 1992 season has heen
one of consistency.

Through May, Stockton was In the
top 10 in faur statlstical cutegories,
including first in number of blrdies
t150) und fifth in putting.

ON APRIL 25, he wan the Murutec

Webber the week prior
to the Bell Atlantle Classte.

Stockton was third on the moncy
tist with more than $337,000 In 13 tour-
nament appearances.

1t’s casy to see that Stockton Is play-
ing wel) heading Into 8 tovrnament
he has already proven he can win.
So it's not surprising to hear himn say,
“1 am looking forward to returning
to Dearborn.*

Stockten's first-place finlsh last
year was both dramatic In the woy
it happened and specinl because it
had been 16 years since he lnst won
a lournament. .

The last time Stockton had heard
the roar of the crowd came in 1976
when he walked up the 181h fairwuy
at Congressionnl Country Club en
route (o his second PGA Champion-
ship.

TO WIN any tournoment is spe-
clial, but to win a malor is as good
as it gets.

“To me. it wos llke winning the
*Players Championship' on the other
tour,” he soid. **The guys think it's
the toughest fleld to beat, so undoutt-
edly, t was playing against the best
senior players, and (hat gave me a
great deul of satisfaction.”

It also gave him a much larger
bank account. The win helped Stock-
ton capture the 1892 Senior Tour
Rookie of the Year award and more
than $650,000 in official earnings,
more than four times what he made
during his best year on the regular
tour.

And what about this year's TPC
Senlor Pizyers Champlonship?

“Anytime you win on a course, you
fecl good about going back there the
next year,” he said. *I do think 1
can play better tee to green than {
played last year,”

STOCKTON SAYS a defendlry;

has a distinct

“tJim) Albus and 1 are the only
two who know we can win on that
golf course,” said Stockton, a 1964
graduate of the University of South-
ern California.

“And 1 enjoy the TPC of Michi.
gan. The course stlll hus a ways to

go, but 11’s o good test of golf and

of mujor champlonship caliber.”
Stockton is & very open und hon-

king forward (o defi

“I’ m |

championship. Anytime you win on a course,
you feed good about going back there the next year.
1 do think I can play better tee (o green than 1
played Iast year. The SENIOR PLAYERS victory
was quite an experience for me. it was very special
1o win with my son, Ron, as my caddic. He way six
years old the Iast time 1 won u mmjor 1t was an
emotional high, and in many respects the victory
meant more to him becouse he knew he played a
big part in it. 1 enjoyed the TPC of Michigan. The
golf course by Juck Nicklaus® standards was a lot
more metlow than some. It’s & gond test of golf and
of mujor chnmpionship enfiber. 99

ding my

— Dave Stackton
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CHAMPIONSHIP

1993 champlon: Dave Stockton was in position to win
the championship last year when J.C. Snead faltered on

the last hole.

est man, le soys what's v his nund,
but doesn‘t offend anyone. While
some protessional athletes shy away
{rom attention, e seems to enjoy hinie
self when talking to the medis or out
on o pro-am.

buring the TPC medi duy Tast
month and during & press conterence
prior 1o the Bell Atlantic Classie,
Stockton appeared to be having u
good time,

REGARDING J.C. Snead's vol-
lapse en the final hole of lnst yeors®
Sentor Players Champienship. Stock-
ton said, *they should name the
creek he hit into after him. ! don't
suy that in u meun way. There are

a lot of creeks and ponds named af-
ter people.””

Stockton added, *le (Snead) al-
most did it again in Son Antonio (The
Vantage at the Donunionl, We have
to work with him.*”

On longer exemptions, Stockton
suid, "They huve to be longer thun
one year. it doesn't motter at ull to
me because it doesa’t eftect me. bul
you have to have trudition at these
tournoments.**

It also doesn't hurt to have class
idividunls win every once in awhile.
And with consecutive champions like
Albus and Stockton, the Senlor Pluy-
ers Championship hus chipped in
with two lirst-class people.

Tour’s best ready
for a shoot-out

with just 1 winner

Everybody hns a tip for golfers,
but here's one for golf' fans planning
to attend the Ford Senlor Players
Championship:

Don't walt untll the first round
Thursday to visit the TPC of Michi
gon. Get out there Tuesdny afteenoon
for the Merrill Lynch Shoot-Out.

It's a blast.

The shoot-out Is held on the Tues
duy of tournament week prior to the
17 biggest events,

It gives fans a chance to get a close
look at nine of the top players with-
ot fighting big crowds.

The utmosphere is Jighter than dur-
ing actual tournament play, but the
$1,000 prize for first place and the
quality of the shoot-out field guaran-
tee excitement.

THE FIELD 1S made up of the de-
fending tournament champion, the
top three players from the current
nioney list, the top three players
{rom the all-time money list and
three sponsor selections.

So there will be some serlous play-
ers teeing off June 22,

The rules are simple.

The field begins on the 10th hole
and plays the cntire back nine. The
highest score on each hole eliminates
thnt player. The longer you last. the
more money you make upon elimi-
nation.

Ties ure broken by o sudden death
“shoot-out” involving a pitch, chip.
bunker shot or putt. The player
whose ball comes to rest farthest
from the hole Is outtu there.

The winner of the shoot-out is the
lust man standing on No. 18.

PRESIDING OVER the festivilies
is master of ceremonies Brinn Hen-
ning.

Henning is the Tournament Direc.
tor of the Senlor Tour. That job keeps
him busy behind the scenes at every
tour stop, but he comes to the fore

durlng the shoot-out.

The wise-cracking South African
calls the shots on a portable micro.
phone. He picks on the players, gets
the fans inveolved and generally
keeps the party going.

At last year's shoot-out at the TPC,
he slipped an exploding golf ball onto
the lee Just before a player hit his
drive. then started raiding Billy Cos.
per's equipment bag.

He kept tossing Casper’s golf balls
to various fans and even promised
the veteran's trademark knlckers to
one lady before Casper drew the line,

“1T'S FUN FOR everybody, that's
the whole lden,'" said Henning.
“They're playlng for a lot of money,
too. The winner gets $4,000 cvery

week and al the end of the year .

there's o $§00,000 shoot-out.”

The event glves players a first:
hand look at the course and gets the
fans in the mood for the rest of the
week.

*The most important part as far
as we're concerned is that the shoot-
out entertains the fans with some
light-hearted golf that's fun to
watch,” Henning said, "The players
are all kind of loose and my functlon
is to keep it that woy.

A maJority of the players are sort
of shy in nature. 1 bring thelr colors
out during the shootsout.”

BENNING USUALLY carries the
shafl of o putter with him ns he
roams the course. Fortunately, he
hasn't had to use it yet to fend off'
golfer upset with his patter.

*“There are certain players you
don‘t mess with," he soid, “‘but | ha.
ven't got a club across my head yet.

1 take it easy when a new guy
comes out, but they know what to
expect.”

So players, if you hit the bail in
the water, don't be surprised if Hen-
ning offers you a life jacket.
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HOMESITES FROM $69,900
At Mctamorg, relaxation and rececation go far beyond
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rolling

suimming
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choose to make

for a fortunate few.

Mctamora there  home
apportunity to enjoy golf, tennis, swimming, health &
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much more. All within moments from your front door.
Metamora Countey Club Estates offers a special lifestyle
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STONEBRIDGE

have the

A True Work Of Art

Finally, southeast Michigan has
an 18 hole championship golf
course that rivals its peers of tho
nonh...Stoncbridge Golf Club
in rural Ann Arbor,

Designed by Arthur Hills, Stone-
bridge features rolling moguls,
dense woods, streams and ponds -
all steatogically placed to test the
skills of any golfer,

veubensups Qaviuisie

In 1992 the course was ranked
17th nationally by Golf Digest's
survey of America's best now
public courses., For tec-times

or information on memberships
or outings, call 429.8383.
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Golf

Awards

We Engrave Golf:

Putters

Trophies

Plaques

Ball Markers

Green Kecpers

Golf Caddics

Letter Openers

Key Rings

‘Tie Bars

g . Money Clips

W Bag Tags

Call for Frames

% y Freo ‘Tic Tacs
onmnecteor | Brochure

930 W. Ann Arbor Trall olf:

Plymouth, M| 48170 Hours WePrint sGhins
313-459-3180 Mon. - Sat.

313455-6040 FAX .  10AM-6PM Caps

Practice at...
TRI-KOR s
. DAIVING RANG ¢

« Well-Ut Ronge

* Grass & Mat Tees
s New Grips
Installed

With equal purchase
' EXPIRES 10-31-93

1453-7280 _;
4PINE

" * Instruction by Michae! J, Pomante, PGAR
* Sandtrop and Chipping Green




