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Ridgedale Players
unlor Actors of Ridgedale Players will pres-

. ent the clnsaic children’s story, “Heldi,” 7

. p.m. Friday, June 25, 11 a.m. and 1 p.m,

Saturday, June 26, and 1 p.m. Sunday, June 27 at

the playhouse, 205 W, Long Lake Road, Troy.

Tickets $4. Call 288-0799.

Avon Players
von Players of Rochester announce tho
opening of thelr annual fund-raiser, “Made
in the USA,” a music rovue that features

the talents of many local performers, Show times B
p.m. Friday, June 25 and Saturday, June 26; 2
' pan. and 7:30 p.m. Sunday, June 27 at the play-
*house on Tienken at Washington, cast off of Ro-
chester Road in Rocheater Hills, Ticketa for Fri.
day's performance are $15, and include a reception
“and tour of the theater, Saturday and Friday per-
*formances are $10, Tickets available at the door,
orin advance by calling 376.1390.

Jazz and strawberries
he Franklin Community Association in-
. vites you to its first Jazz.Strawberry Social,
. noon to 4 p.m, Sunday, June 27 at the
Gazebo in Franklin Villoge. Enjoy a strawberry
- aundae, chocolate dipped strawberries, pop and
coffee, plus the continuous music of two Dixieland

and New Orleans jazz bands. The music is free;
there is e charge for refreshmenta,

Youth symphony

BBSO strikes right note with Pine Knob

Like other small
symphony orches.
tras, the Birming-
ham-Bloomfield
Symphony Orches-
tra {8 o quiet impera-
tive to many people
in its community.

And it will give a lot of people tho
chance to hear and see us. When thoy
do, they'll find they have something
derful In their own backyard.”

“The fact that we were chosen to
perform at Pine Knob shows that
we've reached a new plateau in our
musical ability, as well as how we're
husband Ward

1

'I'he'sﬁ n '"L pro-

P d,” sald her
L h a L in the or-

%‘xﬁﬁg with its graceful mix
————— of pops and clossics,
is an alternative to the obvious — to
traffic jams and TV news and the
hectic nature of contemporary socl-

ety.

Yet unlike ather Michigan commu.
nity orchestras, the BBSO s enjoying
an elevated professional status —
they have been asked by Pine Knob
to provide orchestral backing for the

chestra. “It's a very rare thing for a
community orchestra to do something
tike this."

The Pine Knob series is also of fi-
nancial benefit to the BBSO. Al-
though Lamphere cstimates that they
generate 30 to 40 percent of their an-
nual budget through concert ticket
sales, the rest is raised via communi.
ty fund raising.

cal we’re looking at Pine

touring artists that i ne
Knob's summer classics series.

The first concert in which the
BBSO participated was the June 22
appearance by Broadway styliat Mi-
chael Feinsteln, They will also per-
form with the Moody Blues, one of
the firat groups to blend o rock sensi-
bility with orchestral string arrange-
ments, on June 24,

Other concerts featuring the BBSO
will be headlined by composer/con-
ductor Henry Mancini, the new age
artist Yanni, and Disney's Symphon-
ic Fantasy,

A recent winner of the Motor City
Music Award for outatanding com-
munity orchestra, the BBSO is
d of both full time and part

lue Lako I onal Youth Symph
Orchestra, compoged of 88 young musi-
cians, will visit Troy during their Midwest
Tour. They will present o chamber muaic
p.m. Sunday, June 27 at Faith Lutheran Church,
Big Beaver and Dequindre roads, and o symphony
cancert, 7:30 p.m. Monday, June 28 at Troy High
School, Northfield Parkway and Long Lake Road,
Troy. Admiasion to the concert and recital is free.
Johnny Trudell
T he Livonia Arts Commission presents Mu-

sic Under the Stars 7:30-9 p.m, Thursday,
July 1 with Johnny Trudell Big Band (Top
40) st Civle Center Park, 33897 Five Mile Road,

lie, bring your own lawn chair. For information
about upcoming concerts, call 421.2000, Extension
351 or 425-2326.

Java Coffeehouse
N ew World Order Jazztet will perform 8-11

p.t. Tueaday, June 29 at Java Coffee-

house, 307 N. Mnin Strect, Rochester, For
more information, call 650-3344 or Nina Bentley,
874-4394,

Birmingham Theatre
tage Door Productions presents "God-
spell,” a musical based upon the Gospel
according to St. Matthew, at the Birming-
ham Theatre, 231 S, Woodward, July 8 to Aug. 1.
Tickots available at the box office, 844-3533, and

Livonin. The concert Is free, and open to the pub-

time musicians who work in other
professions. Formed in 1975, the sym.
phony now offers a rigorous and var-
ied schedule of concerts held princi-
pally at Temple Beth E! in Birming-
ham. The Pine Knob opportunity,
however, is unprecedented and presti-

gloua,

“Pine K+ob called and asked if we
would be interested,” said Carla
Lamph the BBSO's ive di-
rector, “We aro really excited because
it is such a prestigious opportunity,

Knob as a fund-raising project,” di-
rector Lamphere said, “We hope to
establish more than a one year rela-
tionship with them.”

Since its formstion 18 yeara ago,
the BBSO has grown under the direc-
tion of only one conductor, Felix
Resnick. Also a longtime violinist
with the Detroit Symphony Orches-
trn, Reanick will not be participating
in the Pine Knob serles; each artist
travels with his own conductor. Yet
Resnick is well aware, and justifiably
proud, of the orchestra’s dramatic de-
velopment.

“I think the orchestra has been
coached over the years, and they've
acquired a certain proficiency,” sald
Resnick. “We're perhaps more flexi-
ble than some other orchestras. We've
generally done our concerta in a mini.
mum number of rehearsals, which I
think makes us more quick in reading
music.”

Reading music — music that the
orchestra may be unfamiliar with —
is just one of the musical challenges
that each member of the BBSO faces
with this type of concert. “It has to fit
that particular act, so the orchestra s
no longer the star,” Resnick said.

“Besides l’;telnz & wonderful musi-

Here's the schedule of Birming-
ham-Bloomfield Symphony Or-
chestra performances at Plne
Knob. Tickets are available at the
Palace and Pine Knob box offices
and all Ticketmaster centers.
Tickets may be charged by phone
to American Express, Viss, Mast-
ercard or Discover by calling 645-
6666. For I fon, call 377-

Performance schedule

Henry Mancini with the BBSO.
Tickets $22.560 and $17.60 pavillon,
$12.50 lawn.

8 Friday, July 9, 8:30 p.m. — Yan-
ni Live with the BBSO, Tickets
$35, $26 and $22.50 pavilion seat-
ingonly.

. lFrId_ay. July 30, 7:30 p.m. and

0100.

W Thursday, Juue 24, 7:30 p.m, —
The Moody Blues in concert with
the BBSO. Tickets $22.50 and
$17.50 pavilion, $12.50 lawn,

M@ Sunday, June 27, 7:30 pm, —
Henry Belafonte with the BBSO.
Tickets $25 and $20 pavilion,
$12.60 lawn.

H Monday, July 5, 7:30 pm. —

July 31, 3 p.m. and 7:30
p.m. — Disney's Symphonic Fan-
tasy with the BBSO. Tickets
$22.50 and $17.50 pavilion, $12.50
lawn. Groups of 15 or more recrive
$2.25 off $22.50 tickets, $1.76 off
$17.50 tickets, and $3.50 off $12.60
tickets. Ten percent discount on
tickets purchased at the Pine
Knob/Palace box offices with a
Megic Kingdom Card.

“Jt's disappolnting that Felix won't
ducting” Ward Lamph

sald. *The conductor is part of the
tour with, say, the Moody Blues.
They follow a precise program. Most
of their program doesn't actively fea-
ture the orchestra; most of it's just
background.

“When Mancini comes in, that'a
really a feather in our cap. He's used
to conducting major orchestres and
we'll be featured that night. To me,
that’s much more important concert.
It's maybe more exciting to say you're
playing with the Moody Blues, but
it's much more challenging to play
with Henri Mancini.”

The BBSO rehearses only once
with the act they will be supporting,
usually an afternoon proctice on the
day of the show. Ward Lamphere sald
that he familiarizes himsaelf with the
artist's music prior to any rehearsals.

“I think it'a quite an advantage to

Ernie Harwell joins concert lineup

For the first time ever, the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra_will perform
two concerts at Greenfield Village in
Denrborn on Saturday, July 3, and
Sunday, July 4, at 8:30 p.m.

Tickets are available at the Detroit
Symphony Orchestra Hall box office,
833-3700; Henry Ford Muscum &
Greenfield Village, 271-1620; and
Ticketmaster locations. Prices, in-
cluding porking — adults, $16; chil-
dren 5-12, $7; children 4 and under,
free. For information, call 833-3700.
To charge tickets, call 645-6666.

Greenfield Village is in Dearborn at
0900 Oakwood, near Southfield and

chnirs for seating on the Village
Green,

Special guest conductor Joel Lev-
ine will lead the orchestra in these
concerta celebrating the period of
American history when our country
went from a sleepy, 19th century
ograrian soclety to an industrial giant
through the birth of the machine age
in the 20th century, The concerts will
be presented on the Villoge Green,
centrally located among the historic
structures of Greenfield Village.

A highlight of the concerts will be a
salute to the Great American Pastime
— baseball — as Detroit Tigers radio
announcer Ernie Harwell of Farming-

orcheatral accompaniment.
The orchestra has planned a trib-
ute to Amsrica'a history in tl:e two

with a p

music of the Iate 19th and early 20th
centuries by such composcrs as Ste-
phen Foster, John Philip Sousa,
George Gerswhin, Irving Berlin, and
George M. Cohan.

Piuces to be performed include —
“Strike Up the Band,” “The Type-
writer,”” and “Richard Rodgers
Waltzes."

Each evening's concert will end
with a rousing rendition of
Tchaikovey's “1812 Overture” gfl-

know the repertoire real well,” he
said.

If not already 2 member, each of
the BBSO’s musicians was required
to join the local musician’s union as
Pine Knob is a closed shop. Yet the
union status made for a significant
pay day for cach member,

“There's an important function for
a smaller orchestra,” Ward Lamphere
said. “To play for the joy of playing —
to be part of the fabric of the commu-
nity; that's very important.”

“Pine Knob is a wonderful oppor-
tunity,” added Carla Lamphere. “But
the mission is to, through music, help
people alleviate their fears. The world
is so stressed; it's important to step
back and relax with a wonderful con-
cert.”

Stewart Francke, ¢ musician and

free lance writer hasa special interest -

in modern music.
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