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Ruth Roth Moehiman has al-
ways been interested in four walls
and the raof, not to mention the
truth,

Historic homes in the Farming-
ton nren shelter storles and family
legacies, and offer tenable roots to
an upseale suburbon community.

Mochlman seeks to uncarth
those in the accond edition of hor
houk aponsored by the Farming-
ton Hills Historical Commission.

"If Walls Could Talk: Heritage
Homes of Farmington™ e an up-
tlnted version of a book first pub.
lished in 1980. Moehlman sald o
few ercors have been corrected,
such as who gave Fred Warner
away os an infant.

More fo, though, a wealth of
new information has been weaved
in olung with background on
many historical homes in the
Farminyton aren.

“It was worse doing a revision
rather than writing & new book,”
sald Mochlman, who ia a former
president of the Farmington His.
torical Seciety. “The material is
not ng new and quite as exciting
ns the first time.

“The new stuff s exciting,
though.”

What's new?

For instance, since the fizst edi-
tion was published (and sold out
of all its 1,000 coples) Mochlman
has added some background re-
garding architect Emily Butter-
field.

Butterfield was the first regis-
tered female architect in the state.
Along with her father, the first
mayor of Farmington, Wells D.
Butterfield, she speciolized in de-
signing churches,

Her knack for heavenly design
can be seen in the First United
Methodist Church on Grand Riv-
or nand Warner. Ironically, the
Methudists chose the Butter-
fields' plan over one submitted by
noted English revivalist architect
Marcus Burrowes, whose work is
also well chronieled in the book.

Butterfield also had a hand in
designing Glen Oaks Country
Club on 13 Mile in Farmi

Book’s new edition retells the tales of older hm
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Author and home: Author Ruth Roth Moehlman show off her recent book about histori i Farmil 3 f
s Bty Burtorfiald in the 1950, ff her recent book about historic homes in the Farmington area. In the background is a home

nate such facts, adding little
known tidbits as well. She notes
that Butterficld was also a gifted
artist and a Girl Scout troop lead-
er.

And, in the dawning women's
movement in the 1920s, Butter-
field started a club for business
women In Detroit,

Hills.

The book serves as an involu-
able resource In that regard.
Tidbits added

Moehlinen manages to illumi-

Such buds of information make
“Heritage Homes of Farmington™
a garden romp.

“You have a lot of questions
about what happened to these
folks,” she said,
© “Jt's" like walking out of the

20th century. It's weird when peo-
ple tell you about these certain
places.”

Mocehlman culls information
from various sources. She looks
up land deeds, which list such
things as children’s names and
what was in the house when it
was sold.

She ealso interviewed reveral
people, inctuding Nicholas
Spicer, who provided insight inte
many of the estates in the area,
such as the Botsford House and
the Community House.

Few people approached her

Historical society awards
students’ local research

The Farmington Historical So-
cicty has nnnounced the winners
of the 1893 Lee S, Peel Historical
Research Contest.

‘Titled in honor of Peel, 8 prom-
inent local educntor, historian
and author, the contest en-
courages original research and
writing on Farmington area histo.
.

Because of the large numbers of
excellent papers, the honorable
mention awards, introduced in
1991, hove been continued. The
winners were announced at a spe-
cinl ceremony Jun.w B ot the Farm.

H The winners were
announced at a spe-
clal ceremony June 8
at the FarmIngton His-
toricat Museum on
Grand River.

chures and discusses an incldent
which almost resulted in the
building of cluster homes within
the subdivision.

The history of the homeowners®
pssociati is also included.

Ington on
Grand River.

Firat prize was awarded to Jen-
nifer Doniels, an O.E. Dunckel
Middle school student, for her pa-
per “Farmington History in the
Mnking 1988-1990.

Jennifer's poper covers the con-
cept, desigm, construction and
set-up of the Hillside Elementary
School. Every phase of construc-
tion nnd first uses are covered In
detail and illustrated with a se-
ries of fine color photographs. The
paper shows how a new school re-
quired the bullding of both a

and an educationnl
team to be successful.

Also covered are initial reac-
tions to the new school from
teachers and students and detalls
ahout the schoal’s dedication and
mission,

Danlel's sources were architec-
tural publications, scheol publi-
cationa and newspaper atticles as
well as private family photo.
graphs of the building during con-
struction,

Second prize was given to Meg
Wollf of O.E. Dunckel Middle
Selool, for her paper “The Histo.
1y uf the Colony Park subdivision,
Farmington Hiils, ML" She
recelved an award certificate and
a check for $50,

‘This paper details the histery
of the land and [ta ownership es
woll as describing tho orlgine of
the subdivisions development
and the developmont stages.

A brief history of former land-
ownera Is given including a histo-
ry of the subdivision’s developer
including hia gonla and visiona,

The paper also givea detalls

i from the o.rixinnl home sale bro-

1

Wolif's sources for this paper in-
clude interviews, newspaper artis
cles and reference maps, docu-
ments and papers, many current-
ly on file in the Farmington
community Library History
Room,

One “Best in Age Category”
certificate and $25 prize was
awarded to Todd Afflerbaugh,
Power Middle School, for his pn.
per “Almost a Century at 31505
Grand River Avenue” which gives
the history of the building first
used as the power gencrating sta-
tion for the DUR interurban light
rail system of the 1890s.

'odd’s paper describes the ini-
tial use by the DUR, then the
change of usage to Detroit Edixon
and then to the La Salle Winery
and Champagne company.

The current usage is a sort of
shopping center. Materinl for this
paper waos taken from magazine
and newspaper articles as well as
locally produced books on Farm.
{ngton history.

Nincteen “Honorable Mention"
cortificates and prizes of $10 each
were awarded as follows:

W Tracey Gles, Power Middle
Schoot, for her paper “Communi-
ty Contributions: Our City
Parks.”

@ Kevin Hall for his paper “The
Competitive Marching Bands in
Farmington.”

@ Parini_Doshi, O.E. Dunckel
Middle School, for the paper
“Pho Farmington Community Li-

brary.”
@ Jullet Petrua for her papor
“The Farmington Founders Festi-

val.”
W Marchello D'Anna for her paper

“Farmington Women's Club.”

® Krissy Rehn for her paper

“First United Methodist Church

of Farmington.”

B Elizabeth Lamping for her pa-

per “Farmington’s History.”

M Becky Naglik, O.E. Dunckel

Middle School, for her paper

“The History of the Butterfields.”

B Jefl Kotrba for his paper “His-

tory of Grand River Rond.”

M Lauren Jones for her paper “A

History of the Local View of Na-

tional Historical Events as pre-

gented by The Farmington En-

terprise/Observer from 1941 to
69."

M Kirstin Porter for the paper
“The Jones of Farmington Hills."”
W Maureen Carolan for her paper
“(se Ringy-Dingy, Two Ringy-

Dingy.”
8 Shomita Sheoh, Power Middle
School, for her paper *Power Mid-
dle School from the Past to the
Future.”

Linda Loulise Lacina for her pa-
per "The Warner House.”
M Heather Murray for her paper
“The West Farmington Ceme-

tery.”
B David Zorn for hia paper “The
West Farmington Cemetery.”
M Kelly Wacheberg for the paper
“Warren ‘Rex’ Cawley."”
B Rob Gingerich for his paper
“Wrestling in Farmington.”
Copics of these papers, along
with the previous years' award
winning entrics will be preserved
in the Farmington Library Histo-

oom.

Peel, namesake of the contest,
taught English and Journnlism at
Farmington High School for 30
years, retiring in 1980,

Duting his tenure, he taught an
advanced English class during
the decade from 1959-69.

One of tho writing options na-
slgned in this class was an origi-
nal rescarch historically-oriented
paper similar to the requirements
of this contest.

Peol is a past president of the
Farmington Historical Society
and remains active in the Society.

He has also authored a_book,
“Parmington, a Pictorlal Histo-
ry,” originally published in 1970,
which was the first major work on
this tapic. He haa just published
an update of tho book,

over with

C i which crested the

though.

“This material, you sort of had
to drag it out of people,” Mochl-
man said. “They're wonderfully
cooperative if you ask, but they're
not going to volunteer the infor-
mation unless there is a reference
point.”

History interpreted

Mochiman is a history buff.
She's written urticles for the

Farmington Forum, which served
as the geneais for the book.

She worked on the Ad Hoe.

bistoric district in Farmington
Hills and was a curator ot the De-
troit Historical Museum.

History needs more than docus
mentation, she belfeves. It needs
to be interpreted.

*“Though it was a forming com-
munity, the people had a decp re-
spect for social issucs,” Mochl-
man said. “They were involved in
the underground railrond early

on,"
The book, which costs §14.95, is
available at Books Abound and

‘Farmington Book Center as well

as the Farmington Hills City
Hall. All money from the sale goes
into the historical commission's
revolving fund, which pays for
publications.

So far, the commission has
published four hardback books
and 10 paperbacks on Farmington
area history. The release of *Herl--
tage Homes of Farmington” au-
gurs well for Farmington Hills"
20th anniversary.

It was not done intentlonaily,”™
Moehiman said. “It's when we
were finally ablo to get it out.”

The Ultimate Soft Sell:

Cashmere at NM.

For o limited time only, you'll save 30"
a variety of styles and colors, mede from one of the
world’s mos) sumptuous and durable fibers.
Shop eorly for the best selection; solo eads Sundoy, July 1.

Place yourselt in the wrap of luxury during
our annual coshmere coat sale of Neiman Marcus.

Coats.

“Each coat 1 repulady piced ol X5 00 Selecied shles only.
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Store closed Sunday, July 4
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The Somerset Collection 2705 W. 8ig Beaver Road 313:643-3300




