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Full color

Bolder looks on home fronts

Exterior colors don't dart in and out of
fashion like thoso on the inside, but there's
definitely somothing now In the way home-
owners are mixing paint for their homes. The
key word fs moro — more color and more
adventurous combinations.

“It used to bo that an exterlor color
scheme waa two colors: a body color and a
trim," says Patricia Verlodt, pregident of
Color Marketing Group, an lation that
forecasts color trends. “Then we started seq.
_ifng people using three colors and now it's

our.
“If thero aro 20 housea on the atrect that
look just ltke yours,” says Verlodt, “you can
set yourself apart by tasteful use of color.
You want to be unusual without being out-
landish, differont without belng garish.”

Even a color novice can put together e dis.
tinetive color scheme. To avold a garish look,
remembar that a livelier palette doesn't nec.
essarily mean a brighter one.

“Neutrals will always be the heart of the
palette for the exterior,” she says, “because
direct sunlight has the obvious effect of
making colors look brighter.”” Even accent
colors need to be slightly muddied so they
don'’t become neon when the sun shines.

Loufs Aubert, a New Orleans dostgner and
colorist and a member of the American Soci-
ety of Intetior Designers, who deacribes him-
self as “a rabld color fan,” has made a specl-
alty of helping homeowners becomo more ad-
venturous with color, He agrees homeowners
are getting bolder with thelr use of exterior
colors,

“People are becoming much more nware of
their homes, and they are boginning to em-
brace color,” says Aubert. “In older neigh-
borhoods, especially in the inner city, it's a
badge of honor to paint your home with nev-
eral colors, It shows your commitment to
your home,"”

Create the illusion
of more space
in your kitchen

If you would like to squeeze a little more
living and working space out of your kitchen,
here are some ideas from Country Kitchen
Ideas magazine that may work:

B Lot your table do double duty as nn island
work surface and as a spot for eating.

M A monochromatic color scheme makes o
kitchen look bigger.

Keep the color palette light (pnstels, ecru,
and white)} and limited (two or three mnea)

ding effect is
the cubimm counters and walls are all the
same color.
B Direct the eyo upward with vnrﬂcul lines
in the cabinets and wall trentments, or cre.
ate intcrest on top of the cabincts. Vaulted
ceilings also pull the eye upward,
B Eliminate clutter from countertops, walls
and floors. Select simple patterns for surface
materials.
B Use elements that make the most of space:
window treatmente that don't extend beyond
the window frame, recessed lighting fixtures
and appliances that align flush with cabl.
nets.
M Create an illusion of apace with open
shelves instead of upper cabincts or use
glasa-front doors, Be careful not to clutter
these shelves,  +
-} gepluce an intcnor wnll wn.h a punlnsula
ani
storage and counter spnce. plus it opens up
the room.
M Annex neatby space gone to waste, A pan-
try can fit inside a cleaning closet, An appli-
ance niche can bump out Into an attached
Rarage.
M Reflective surfaces, such -as metal and
mirrors, make a space aecm larger,

If you're intotested in trying out new col-
ors for your home, Aubert shares advico on
how to got started,

“Laok at your house objectively,” ho says.
“What are its buat features and its worst fea-
tures?"

Too many hnmenwnern, he says, accent
mechanical features such as rain guttora and
downspouts. “Those are things you want to
lose,” he says. Gutters, service entries, cven
an unattractive garage doar will seem to dis-
appeer if you paint them the samo back.
ground color as the house.

On tho other hand, attractive details —
like nice meldings over the window — will
como allve If you paint them a contrasting
color, even If the contrast is subdued,

Before choosing colors, Aubert suggests
that you atudy photoa of your house from nll
sldes, including detall shots of the front
door, dormer windows, gables and other spe-
clal-interest arcas,

“Photoa make you focus,” he snys. “Look
at them carefully, Look at the givens — ex-
posed stone or brickwork and the calors in
those materials.”

It's a matter of personal preference, he
says, whether you go for a menochromatic
look, with subtle changes in color or high
contrast. Bath can bo dxciting. For example,

- on one shotgun-atyle cottage, Aubert

achloved a subtle, playful offect with gray
body color, white trim and shuttera painted *
n grayed mauve, The porch decklng was
atriped in two shades of gray with mauve
undertones. On another small cottage of sim-
ilar character, he went for a more high-ener-
gy scheme, counterpointing pink body color
against white trim and lavender and teal ac-
cents.

Aubert recommends palnting samples di-
rectly on the house — not an plywood — and
putting a patch on each side to sec how it is
affected by light from dlfferont directions.

The
Clear
Choice

Robrriton Brothers
continues their
swinming streak

with
The Crossings, residences? It time
 country-inspired o disorer
Oukltnd Township The Cronings,
commnity at countey-imspired
wwith Rochester Caklind Township
schoals, cannmunity with
tennis and Roclsester schouls,
vollgyball courts, baseball and soccer
Priced frams the Jelds, Offired by
$190,000%. Robertsan Broshers.
Grand Opening, Priced finms the
mid-July. SIRLO . Girnd
Plesse call Opessing, mird-July.
644-3:460 Plese enll
Sfarmore G44-3460 for more
information. information.

LUXURY :
(CONDOMINIUMS

MODELS FOR SALE « IMMEDIATE OCCUPAN

Modets Opon Daily and Wookands 12-&PM., Excopl Thurs,
cY

3-bedroom/3-bath and 2-bed-
room/2- halh units, With 2.car

arage, full basemenl, marble

;:F lace, contral alr, llre. socumy

sprlr\klnr systems,
SECLUDED, YET RIGIT
IN THE Mll)l)LE OF
l‘\'ERYTllll\G
385 10 1,825 sq. {t. From

5169 800, includlng carpeling,
Whirlpool washer, dryer and
rclvlguralor Modsl 841-0560.
SOUARE LAXE RD.

=]

LONG LAKE RO

GRAND OPENING PHASE 11!

Traditional ranch and 2-story townhomes with pond and wooded vicws.

Adjacent to 14-acre Park with
Nature Walkways

Outstunding Location, Central to
Work, Shopping & Recreation

Full Basement with Premium
Walk-Out Sites

» Exclusive Resort Class Paol

I diate Occupancy Availabl

| &) Brooiside Commons

Condominiums

995-8980

Realios Partiespation tavited

Locaied on the west side
of Main$t. 1. 4mile narth
uf Lisenhower

Qpen sty pet prn

Gk anlntul-y

« Soaring Cathedral Ceilings

o Private Courtyard Entrics

» 2-Car Attached Garages

« First Floor Laundry .

« Wood Burning Firepluce
Premium Finished Lower Levels Availuble
Skylights Available

. ) pmeS .

Professlonsl Marketing by Holtzmsn & Sihverman
Develaped pad Buitt by M.D. Gorge & Ca.

SOUTH LYON'

Eugle Helghts—timeless mlln-.uum a neighburhow)
pertect for growing familics. Greal roams, counley
Kitchens, front porches, 2-car girages, Tull e,
room Lo grow,

109,900

DIRECTIONS: | % M:!Alnlk\nlwulh w Pogituie Tl
west, follow sawib b e lh b gor st 343 nute.
Righton Eagle Heights lYu\\'

(918) 437-3773

SOUTH LYON
Come b steall theongls Fhe Village at Eugle
forlable luxury conditinium
7 Two convenient plans feaiiee spavions,
light=1illed roonis,

511,900

ITMRECTIONS: 1 % to Mulload Roukd santhy, 1 fontew "l
wesd, follsw ststh 1o 11 Mife. s len s go et 12 pule.
Reght ue Vitkge Way, |

(319) 437-3000

GREEN OAK TWP. X
Larkee Nichwagh provides i picturesue setang for
Eugle Cove, with its wililtile, matare froes il custom
Tomes selon 1202472

. $167,000

- IIZ aure ot
TIRECTIONS: T % to Millisal Rocxl sauth, to Ponitis Ul
wen, follow sothy e Mite, tuny right cikt go west 1 122 iiles.
Righton Al Lauk,
Open Suturduy ond Suaduy 12+6

(313} 220-5722

Brand New Luxury Condominiums

BRIGHTON

Woodridye Hills, in the neashy town o Brighton
alfers muny sidae candominium phas.,
wouded park-like setling oear U5-23 unl 1=,

116,500

BIRECTIONS: 196 west (0 U8 23 wnith, 1ot S8
Brightony, fdlow Lae Roud weat o Rivket
Phrive, Bl b Wornlsidge Tlills Drine,

(318) 220-8778

Models Open Daily 12-6
Closed Thursday
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(313) 220-5722




