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back-te-basies battle is brewing in the |
A Farmington School District these days,
Well, maybe “battle" isn't the word
wa're looking for. How about skirmish
+ « . border incident . , , dust up?

Anyway, you can add Farmington to the Jist
of school diatricts where some parents wish the
schoo]s would dump some of these highfalutin,
and just get
back to tcuching their kids how to read, write
and do arithmetfc.

‘The so-called basics were good enough for the
parents in the 19508 and '60s, by god, and they
should be good enough for the youngaters of the
1990s, they argue.

The story of some Farmington-area folks who
say they are part of the back-to-basics move-
ment was told on page 1 of the July 5 Farming-
ton Observer.

Now, we're not sure just how large the move-
ment is or how many are involved or how se-
rious they are (thus our uncertainty about the
word to describe what's happening), but we do
know they are out there,

They say they wonder if teaching the basic
skills of math, reading and writing is being
compromised in the district's quest for an inno-
vative curriculum,

A Farmington educator counters: “For every
parent wha is basic, traditional-oriented in
Farmington, I have 60 parents that want us to
do something in a different way. They want us
to be on the cutting edge, to use technology and

asics battle?
A challenge should be met

push us to move forward.”

Well, we've heard both sides, but we're taking
nelther. We are saying, howsver, that there has
to be a middle ground here, a compromise of
sorts, and it's up to school officials to find it.

It’s our thinking that the back-to-basics peo-
ple have made somo excellent points and asked
some good questions, It's up to the school es-
tablishment to answer and explain,

It wouldn't do for the educators to turtle up,
surrounding themselves with the 5 percent of
the district’s population who are their usual
rah-rah supporters. It also wouldn't do to char-
acterize the complaints as coming from relig-
jous or right-wing nuts,

Actually, if the educators wish to inatitute
new hods of hing, they shouldn’t be
afraid to go out there and sell them to the very
parenta who seem to be so wary.

We understand that times are changing and
that the schools have to keep up. But, again, the
schools must scll thelr new concepta, And, be-
fore they can sell them, they have to explain
them in everyday words that even a parent who
went to school in the 1950s can understand.

If the tducntnra take the *This-Is-the-way-
‘t'll bhe-hi hool om 1 d.
you're-not” ntthudc, there will be trouble with
the people. What elected or appointed official
needs that kind of woe?

We hope Farmington achool officials will con-
sider the Basica Battle {(or whatever it should be

called) a chellenge rather than an affront.

emember when you were a kid and your
R parents would drive down a country road

and see a sign that said “Fresh sweet
corn"?

They'd pull over and buy a fow ears, then see
thoae juicy peaches that looked so inviting and,
before you'd know it, they'd “bought the farm."

Fresh fruits and vegetables grown in this area
are not only a treat at this time of year, but they
are probably better for you than produce grown
anywhere else.

Michigan has some of the toughest food-safe-,
ty standards in the nation, thanks to a 26-year
effort to control peaticides in the state's food
supply, according to Michigan Department of
Agriculture Director Bill Schuette.

That should be food for thought when you

Wiz Proto

Out shopping: A shopper fills her bag
with produce at an area farm market,

State produce is real tastefest

check out the Farmington Farmer's Market or
the I'armura murkuts ln leonln, Canton or
Pl hona$

While it's nice to have the choice of fruit and
vegetables from sunny Californis or Texas when
you can’t get them hcre. Michigan has the most
variety of any stata its size, and at this time of
year, those fresh beans, tomatoes, corn and cu-

are plentiful and i

Because farmers truck in their own produce,
consumers save a lot of money on high-quality
fruite and vegetables while supporting the
area's agriculture,

And according to results of testing by the
state's department of agriculture in 1992, 100
percent of Michigan fruit and bl
had no or very low detectable pesticide residuc
levels. That puta Michigan at the head of the
class when it comes te consumer protection, a
goal the National Academy of Sciences targeted
in a recent study.

Those impressive results include foods fre-
quently eaten by children — baby food, apples,
grapes and milk. The state aleo updates its test.
ing methods to make them even more sensitive
to pesticides and other chemicals that can got
into the food supply.

New farming practices in Michigan that de-
crease the need for pesticides were used on
36,000 acres, reducing the use of pesticides by
22,000 pounds.

So your parents were right to shop locally for
farm products, Farmers’ markets are not enly a
bargain, they are the right choice to make when
the emphasis is on healthy eating,

And the tradition of a car ride in the country
is worth preserving not just for familics any-
more, but fnr the bumper crop of those singles
and young 'una who suffered through Mother
Nature's angst last winter.

QUESTION:
What do you
like best
ahout the
Farmington
Founders Fes-
tival?
We asked this (LN a !
questionin ‘All the crans ‘ll's agreatfestl. [ ‘iike the crafters | ‘Soeing the peo-
downtown . ..andgetting | val, butlhaven't | best.|enjoy ple. It's a groat
Farmington out and séelng gone in maybe golng around and | opportunity for
) all my nelah 20years, I'veal- | buying things | people to be to-
ways been outof | don'treally gethor, especial-
Kamy ull town,’ need,’ Iy famlliles.’
Farmin, an Christy Swayze Jackle Bowen Liz Becktold
\ Livonia | Bloomfleld Tow- Novi
\ ship
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They say thanks

big thank you to all who helped make
A Harrison High School's all-night party

nuch a success.
11 at Crisler
Arena in Ann Arbor, senior parents hosted
“Beach Bash '93," an alcohol- and drug-free
night of fun attended by 150 graduates,

Harrison was transformed into an uvenmg

beach scene, nnd nctlvmes mcluded a caamo,

cmn. cancnlurc artist, Fun ick rccnrdmg sm-

0, hair | for.
tunc telling, all-night dming nnd an auction,
Every grad went home with a goody bag filled
with gifts and prizes,

‘This evening would not have been possible
without the generous contributions made by
many of our area businesaca, Their support and

ion in partnership with the vol
efforts of many senior parents certainly made
ghls final high achool activity a night to remem-
er

Sincere thanks to all who helped make tiiia
possible. Best wishes to the class of '93.

Kathy Barringer, all night party committee,
Harrison High School
P T —

About that letter
I read Tim Richard’s June 28 column

through carefully, looking for the connec-

tion between his opening attack on Chris-
tians and the remainder of the article concern-
ing Huntington's disease,

‘What possible link is there between Darwin'’s
theory of evolution and the study of human
genetica?

One does not have to embrace the as yet un.
proven theory of evolution to understand the
study of genetics,

This is the second tlme in recont wecks that
your paper has d this '8 vie

when we look at all the different breeds of dogs.

Mendel proves Darwin only il you limit the
discussion to within a species, Darwin, howev-
er, did not limit himself. He postulated that
man evolved from single-celled animals to his
peesent form through a series of mutations over
a long period of time.

Unfortunately for Darwin, mathematicians
have stated the improbability of evolution. The
earth is simply not old enough for all the neces-
sary mutations to have occurred,

As further evidence against the theory, I cite
thc lnck of evidence in the fussul rcwrd Darwin

i that change his
being the case, one should be able to l'ml evie
dence of this grnduul change in the form of tran-
sition beings in fossil record, but they don’t ex-
ist.

Perhaps most damaging to theory is our abili- .
ty to trace our ancestry back using mitrochond-
rial DNA, Using this approach, a female can be
linked to her mother, Interestingly enough, all
femeles today can trace lineage, back to n wom-
an who lived 200,000 years ago, but no further,
This alleged ape/man mutation was supposed
to have occurred seven million to 15 million
years ago.

As you can see, Tim Richard, the theory of
evolution is anything but proven. In the future
you would be well advised to consider all the
{acts before you bash Christians,

After all, we are to love our neighbors as our-
selves.

W.P, St. John, Farmington
S —

Insensitive remarks

am appalled by the insensitive remarks at-
tributed to Oakland County Exccutive [
Brooks Patterson, in the Obscerver art
“Linda’ B, Patterson swaps jokes with judge
on June 21,
Beyond a derisive reference to Lani Guiner,
the r d legal scholar and recently sabo-

cious attack on a religious group.

The last attack was as far-fetched and inane
as this one — carping about parents who choose
to home school and laying at their fect the most
outrageous and false charges.

Insulting and belittling other groups is not
news reporting and has no place in a quality
newspaper.

I will expect a published apology or Mr. Rich-
ard's dismissal to be forthcoming.

Jerl Van Houten, Farmington Hills

write in response to Tim Richard’s Point of
View on June 28. Among other things,
% Richard denounces the “religious right” ;
a8 sei-

taged nominee to head the U.S, Civil Rights
Commission, Mr. Pattergon directed his senth-
ing “humor” at one of the most vulnerable
groups in aociety: homeless girls.

In introducing Judge Clifford Taylor to the
Oakland County Republican Committee ns
someone who “told his sons to date only home-
leas girls because after the date is over you con
drop them anywhere,” Patterson showed cal-
lous disregard for the human suffering of home-
less families,

While people living on the streets and in the
cight homeless shelters in Michigan's wealthi-
est county lack political power, they are sup-
ported by committed conatituents: people of so-
cial conscience working toward a just society.

The biggest joke that Patterson had previous- -
lyenjoyed was the rumnvnl ofhla nﬂ'ce I)lmdq .

for not accepting the theory of
entific fact.

‘Why ehould we? After all, the'theory of evolu-
tion is anything but proven,

As proof of the theory, you cite Mendel's work
in genotics, For the record, Mendel demonstrat-
ed variability within a species through the
genctic code, In other words, each specles has

bolize an apen
to th- necds al‘ tho pcuplu.

number of 1

fomilics in Onklund County, the Pontine Res-
cue Mission will open a new shelter to serve .
women and children, .
Porhaps Mr, Patterson should gaze into the
cyes oi‘n homoless girl ;1‘! if she were hisown
to ¢!

the innate ability to adapt to its
This is what Darwin observed on Galapagos Is-
land, and this is what you and I abservo today

1 needs for
human klndnm and respect. .2
Doug Cooper, West Bloomflcl
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