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Happenings: For updates on area
events, including the Farmington
Founders Festival, the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers are offering
a call-in service. Call 953-2005.

Duly sworn: Tiwo new school trus-
tees raised their hands and said “I
do” at a recent Farmington Board
of Education meeting. /2A

Happy day: Promotions and a’p-
pointments were the order of the
day at a recent Farmington Hills
Police ceremony. /3A

OUNTY. NEWS'
Business as usual: In a pair of
stories, the prosecutor’s office
stands by its tough ethics code and
defends its silence on the continu-

ing investigation into the sheriff's
department. /5A

“MALLS & MAINSTREETS,
Sidewalk sales: Here's the scoop

on where and when to harvest
those bargains, as much a rite of

summer as watering the lawn. /6A

Heavenly cooks: Members of
Christ Child Society and Altar
Guild of St. Hugo of the Hills
Church share favorite family re-
cipes in newly published cook-
books. /1B

Super Suppers: Dawn Rassel of
West Bloomfield offers tips for get-
ting dinner on the table in a hurry.
/1B

The Farmington Board of Education Thursday lis-
tened to a man who satd he favors more “traditional”
education in the district’s curriculum, Some of his
comments rankled school officials.

Parents for a Traditional Education,
appesred before the board June 15 to
volce concerns over elementary stu.
dent report cards and inventive spell-

BY LARRY O’CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

:I‘}m f?undar n‘l:g ﬂe'dglins group

made a second visit before the Farm-
ington Board of Education, He wasn't
grected with apen arms.

Douglas Swiatkowski, founder of

ing.
Swinlkqwsk& had met wmi' nas'in-
a ot

nl jol of stal P
ment and currlculum Judy White.

The mecting with White was curdial,
Swiatkowski said.

“I'd like to say I still have somo

. problems,” sald Swiatkowski, who

hes children attending Wood Creek
Elementary, “and I would like to
make those clear.”

Swiatkowaki sald his main concern
in still elementary report cards, He'd
like to seo lotter grading starting at
third grade instead of sixth grade,

The dliatrict is revamping report
cards after a pilot program st school
year, Thoy do mot include letter

School critic rankles officials

grades, instead marking atudents un-
der three separato categories.

Trustees rankled

Board members were rankled by
some of the comments, especially
those attributed to White, who was
on vacation and not present at Thurs.
day's meeting,

Swiatkowski referred to quotes
published in the July 5 edition of the
Farmington Observer. Ho also relayed
2 comment White supposedly made

Sco CRITIC, 2A

New priest at Sorrows.

The Rev. Loren O'Dea: “I don't think I'll rust out or burn out.”

ordained Junc 5 in = apecial caremo-

BY LARRY O'CoNNOR

BTAry Warmen ny at Sacred Heart Major Seminary
Call him Father . , . but Father in Detroit. He becams a priest only

Time would bs more like it. a day before his 85th birthday.

‘When many his age are lining up “] told tho archbishop (Adam
Florlda condos and ofling fishing
reels for a life of leisure, the Rev.
Loren O'Dea has decided to “retire”
to the prieathood.

giggle and o glint in his eye.

Summer games: Farmington
youth baseball teams continue to
be successful at various levels of
play. /1C

Local access: “Live & Let Live”
on local access Channel 12. Check

your cable guide for time and date.

0'Dea is not under the fallacy t'l:o'

He's beon assigned to Our Lady of
Sorrows in Farmington, having been

Matda) I was golng to ask for retire- .
ment,” sald O'Dea with a youthful

P isa :
in a parleh the sizo of Our Lady of

New priest alters his life path at 65

Sorrawa. )

Sitting in his spartan office at
Our Lady of Sorrows, though, 0'Dea
doesn’t look out of place. Ho doesn't
feel out of place, either,

ore’s reason.
_ 'Phe. priesthood has alwaya
lingered in the back of his mind.
- 0'Dea was in the seminary, having
only a.year of pastoral studles left
‘when he decided to loave.

SHARON LEMIRUX/STATY PHOTOGRAPHER

He was one of 11 wht; declded to
make a foray into the secular world.

“It wasn't anything really nega-
tive,! ho sald. "“Part of it was for
health reasons.

4T decided to get out into the
world and sea what it was like.”

‘The seed took root.

Soo NEW PRIEST, 0A

-Sldewalk requests
Famington Hils bddg%rtion average $250,000 a year for
X 8 ks buitt are d
by the city's master plan, budget consklerations, pedes-

trian trafflc pattems, requests by residents and'
tha liketihood of future development
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3
4. 12 Mile, a1 Hamlson High (raquested by Farmingtan schools)

5. 12 Mo, Greancastie to Middiobott {raquastad by homoawner assoc.}
6. 12 Mile, to Inkster (raq planning comm.)

7.
8.
:}

.9 Mila, Middiobal to shopplng centor (raquesiad by resideni)
. O M, Tuck to Farmington city Bits {roquested by Party Shoppe)
. 8 Mila, Taplola fo Gill {raquesled by planning comat.)

comm,

13. Famington, Okd Tinber o 14 Mile (raquested by resident)

14. Power, 10 Mile 10 11 Mila (rquested by comm,)

15. Middlebett, Hemlock to Omenwood (mquested y petitian)

16. Middiabon, 11 M to Pandiston Ciub condo, (various)

17, Middiabol, 8 Mila 10 10 Mae (roquestod by nesidonts)

18, WMiddleber, Ashford to 13 Mia (roquasted by homeawner assoc)

‘TAMMIE GRAVEY/STAFY ARTIET

Hills council seeké to close sidewalk gap

By BILL COUTANT
BTAFF WRITER

Although Farmington Hills spends
about $250,000 a year to build side-
walks, city council members have
concerns over safety and the patch-
work appearance of the city's walk-

ways.

The council will consider spending
a greater portion of its capital im-
provement fund on sidewnlks during
tonight’s regular meeting. The coun-
cil and city staff discussed sidewalks
as part of a study session late last
month,

Sevoral areas in the city lack side-
walka becauso there are undeveloped
or vocant properties, subdivisions
that hove thelr own network of side-
walks, residents who don't want side-
walke ncross their property and limit-
ed money.

“We've nlways had more requests
than monoy,” city manager Bill Cos.
tick said at the Juno 24 etudy sosaion.

Councllman Jon Grant sald the
patchwork makeup of the city’s sido-
walk systom la o safoty concern for
pedestrians and children riding bicy-
clea on some strests.

“Nino Mile {s broken up into little
pleces of sidewalk in mome parts,”
Grant said. “I won’t lot my son go

Sec SIDEWALK, 2A




