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Rayntond H, Steben, Jr.
has joined Bloomfield Hills-
based Core Industries Inc.,

. vice president-finance and
chief financinl officer,

Bonnio Dotloff Zicllnski
tas joined Ford & Eatl Associ-
ates ns a graphics deslgner.
Zicltnekt will be reaponsible
for deslgn development of cor-
porate graphics and various
print materials,
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Through the years: Dean L. Sellers (top), now 87, started it all
back in 1948. Now, family members (at right, left to right)
Blair, Tom, Liz and Dean E. tend to operations at the Troy
dealership.

The Sellers clan:
Thriving, surviving

® Grandpa Sellers’ kids and

Bob Denton hos been ap-
pointed chief exceutive officer
at the Bloomfield Hills mort-
gage lender World Wide Fi-
nancial Services Inc. Denton
was previously exccutive vice
prestdent for Independence
One Mortgage Corporation in
Southficlid.
gon. 'l‘onl;.l wml: his three adult chil-
grandkids are keeplng the ren — Blair, leasing manager, Dean
E., truck manager, and Liz, dealer
Fords rolling off his 45-year- commitment/customer service coordi-
old lot in Troy. nator.

Gross sales from all operations now

Dr. Gerald Robbins has
been installed as president of
the Michigan Association of
Osteopathic Physicians and
Surgeons. Robbiny completed
his residency training at Bots.
ford General Hospital,

, philosophy was, *T'oke care of the cus.
SBY D&wc FUNKE approach $59 million annually, Tom It's about people tomer.” My father carried over that
TAFF WRITER sald. The dealership moves wome  The family is proud of the Ford philosophy. Now, Blair, Dean and 1
Not many auto dealerships In 3,600 vehicles per year. About 2,600 of product line, but attributes its have applicd it.
metro Detroit have been around for those are new, with 46 percent of longevity in business to pleasing the *“Four of us are here every day dur-
45 yeors under the same family own.  thoae leased rather than purchased customer. ing hours of operation to be accessible
ership and the same name plate. outright. “It's 3 people business,” Tom seid. to customers,” Liz continued. “A lot
Dean Sellers Ford in Troy is one. Sellers provides 102 jobs and poys “Wa like people.” of Sellers are in the environs and cus-
Purchased by Dean L. Scllers in  an aggregate $76,700 in property taxes “QOur number one goul ia devotion tomers are made aware of that.
northwest Detroit in 1948, the dealer-  to the Troy School District, city of to the customer,” Liz sald, “When my
ship, relocated to Troy, is now run by  Troy and Oakland County. grandfather started the business, hls Sco SELLERS, PREVIOUS PAGE

Submit materials for this
column to: Business Editor, Robbins
Observer & Eccentric, 36251
Schooleraft, Livonia 48150.

There is no charge.

Local business leaders hit
streets for NAFTA pact

By Dout FUNKE
STAFF Wattan

Wilhelin C. Kast, chairman of
DPCS International in_ Livenin,
and Paul Boudreau, who works
for Allicd Signal Autamotive in
Southficld, don't have to be sold
on the value of the North Ameri-
con Free Trade Agreement (NAF.

Thie two are serving as co-chair-
men of the Michigan Internation-
nl Trade Coalition and doing the
relling themselves.

Some 150 latge and small com-
panies with roots around the state
are pushing for Congreasional rat.
ification of the pact which they
maintain will improve the busi-
ness envirenment in Mexico.

Boudreau and Kast apend time
contacting federal lawmakers, col-
leagues in the business world and
the medin to preach the good
word,

Oppnrlunlty ia that word.

t (NAFTA) will allow us to
l)ring more product into Mexico
without tariffs,” said Boudreau,
director of government and com-
munity relations for Allied Sig.
nal, “Mexico hos content require.
ments, It will give us mare abllity
to make sourcing (plant location)
decisions.”

“We can go to a much bronder
bnse ond do business down
there,” Kast added,

The two agree that thoy have an
uphill tark, not the least of which
is connecting the fesuo to the lives
of a lat of people who don't readily
see a connection,

M ‘As you take tariffs
off, costs go down.
Our business becomes
stronger. 1 think that's
pretty Important.
When the company Is
healthy, people got
ralses, we hire peo-
ple.’

Boudreau

“We say to our employees, one
in 16 Mexicans today owns a vehi-
cle and BO percent of the vehicles
un the road in Mexico today are
over 10 years old,"” Boudreau said.

“QOne projection shows that the
Mexican auto industry will dou-
ble to 2 million vehicles,” ke naid.
“If true, that will be very benefi-
clal tous.”

Allied Signal manufactures
auto parts including braking and
air bag safety systems,

“As you take tariffs off, costs go
down,” Boudreau said. “Our busi-
nesa become stronger. I think
that's pretty impartant, When the
company is henlthy. pcople get
raiaes, we hire people.”

“I'm not golng to move to Mexi-
co, but I can sell services,” said
Kast, who pravides computer and
marketing advice.

A free trade would

M ‘Mexico Is a very
protective country.
Now, we have to pay
tarlffs and locate fa-
cliitles there. If NAFTA
were In place today,
we wouldn't have to
locate facllitles there
to supply. If anything,
the current system
forfes Jobs to Mexi-
co.

Paul Boudreau
Allied Signal

. Busineasea Ilko Detroit Diesel,

provide copyright protections he
presently doesn't hnve. Kast anid.
Also, more A

in ford, and
Federal Mogul, headquartered in

'Suuth'fit‘:lld, have contributed

TRy

doing business in Mexico provide
more spin-off opportunities for
service providers like himsell
there and here, “We can expand
our services,” Kost sald,

‘Two major objections have ar-
isen to NAFTA: job losses dne to

the Mi Inter.
national Trade Coalition lobbying
effort, Boudreau said.

Other MITC members identi.
fied by that organization include
Kenneth Way, chairman of Lear
Seating in Southfield; Ronald L.
Raugfbush:‘ automotive dlv!?inn

plant an:
mental contamination with rupld
growth,

Boudresu and Kast downplay

“Mexico I8 a very protective
country,” Boudrenu sald, “Now,
we have to pay tariffs and locate
facllities thore. If NAFTA were in
place today, we wouldn’t have to
locate facilities there to supply. If
nnything, the current system
forcea joba to Mexico.”

“We have beon exporting jobs
to Mexico for the last 30 years,
probably fower today than 10
years ago," Kast sald.

And what about environmental
considerations?

“Qur argument ia ns Mexico be-
comes wealthier, it will hnvo morg
to solve

al, Troy; and James McGraw, ex-
ecutive vice president, Fruchauf
International, Southfield.
Boudreau concedes, however,
that NAFTA ratification is in
trouble. Support of federal
lawmakers generally shokes out
along party lines, he sald, with
Democrata opposing and Repub-

“lieans supporting.

Even if NAFTA wera to fly, it
would take years to fully take ef-
fect and trado wouldn't be totally
free, Kast and Boudrenu said, As
now proposed, somo husinesscs
liko glasa manufacturers wouldn’t
benefit much,

Stil), the consortium plugs
away.

“The bottom line is a more

open market in Mexico for Michi-
said.

Boudreau said. “If wo keep Moxi-
co poor, I nasure you it will be.
come an 1 disaster.”

"Our products will be moere com-
petitive thoro and wo'll have mare
flexibility to sourco provide.”
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made réfinancing quick and
easy. | reduced the life of -
my mortgage and saved’
" thousands of dollars vrith no
*. -increasetin' my monthly
* payments, It all started vt
_.a phone call and a fevs
. minutes of niy time, bul it
a3 time vell mvesle

: Rellnancing lnday may
provide other
advantages:”

« Debt consolidation .
« Lover monthly payments
ash back to you! -

CALL 1-800-72 FIRST-

‘Fust n Service™”
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