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School sult: The assistant fmncz-

pal at Harrison High Schoo
passed over for principal, has sued
the Farmington district. /2A

Wrlte onl: Letters. . . we get let-
ters. See who 's writing and about
what. /6A

Questlons, answers: Here sa
Q&A story about the state Legisla-
ture’s recent surprise move on
school funding. /TA

“MALLS & MAINSTREETS'

Summer reads: Columnist Linda
Bachrack scouts out local book-
stores for the most popular vaca-
tion-time reading — for all ages.

/48

Outdoor cooking: Boy Scouts
and Girl Scouts share tips for
planning and caoking campfire
meals. /1B

Recipe Makeover: Delicious no-
bake cookie crumb cheesecake has
0 grams of fat per serving. /18

Sandlot showdown: NFWB I and
the Trenton Travelers bu ttled for
the Connie Mack re, ﬁu ar-season
baseball championship Friday./1C

Cage recruits; Oakland Commu-
nity College has some fresh talent
lined up to play on its men’s bas-
ketball team next season. /1C

Cable gulde. See thts week’s
cable TV listings.
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Firry CeNTS

Asude remark-creeps onto cable

was |

Maslm Sllvot!,' a longtlme council watchg;;i says she

th during

the last meeting.

By BlLl.CoUTANT
Brary WHITE!

A aenmlvn microphone and an al-
leged Insensitive "comment have
brought up questions of how the

* Farmington Hills City Council mem-

bors view resldunu who speak before”
them.

An off-the-cuff remark by Farming-
ton Hills councilwoman Joanne
Smith has ruffled moro than a fow
feathers and has offended council
watchdog Masha Silver, who's de-
manding Smith's resignation.

During the July 18 council meeting,
Smith covered her microphone and

made a remark to Aldo
Vagnozzl, whn nlla to hm- left. Audi-

B COUNCIL MEETING

enco Silver — a
teacher who often attends i\

the public " portion of the

and speaks out on varloun issues —
did not hear the comment,
But many people the pro-

meoting and scolded Smith, But
Smith denied ahe ever called Silver

ceedings lve on cable TV did catch it.
Silver, who had fust ﬁnllhed nddmns
ing the council

. Although some uu;ld Smith ancmed
w be anylng.r"ﬁhn s nuch a creep” on

development next to her condomlni
um complex, was told Smith had
called her a “creep” over the air,

Smith denies it
Silver addsessed the council during

the city's -
uudlo tapo was not clear,

Smith, who told Silver that her re-
mark was misinterproted, also wrote a
letter of apology to Silver. But Silver

Sco REMARK, 5A

Editor's note: Stories about Farm-
ington-area neqhbnrhooda will ap-
pear occasionally ins the Observer.

By LMU\\' O’CONNOR
BTArF WRITER

TA couple eating dinner on the
front porch . . . & young man on in<
llnu aknh:s ullck-hnndl[ng a ball in

A pomnlt of neighborhood sereni-’

Taklng the alr:- Durmg gond weather, the Ptgeun. famz y Rob
porch of their Brookdale home.-

Coyote tale' makes some 'nezghbors howl

the driveway , . . chlldmn splashing

about in a backyard plastic pool, .
and perhaps. . - coyote lurklngby :

the fenco?
Norman Rockwell . would be
scratching his head over that one.
For people on'Brookdale Strect in

Farmington, home has become more " : ing.

1iks home on the range. -
Tho placld 'treo-lined "thorough-

fare has become an observation

- Dining on Brookdale

LEMIKUX/S
teve and baby William — often eat dmrwr on the front

pclnt for cavortlngeoynu:s

“We all saw it at the same time,"
said Dee Hinger, whose family hes
lived on Brookdale for seven yeara.

- “Evoryone was Jooking into the bl-

- noculnrs . . . and he-finally camo
out. He started danclng and pranc.

Added Staven Plxeon, who lives a
{nw houses down: * “It's, rul. It ex-
ata,” -

'I'here are skeptics, though,

“I Kaven't seen any coyote,” sald
Scott rg, who's lived on-
Brookdale since 1376,

So, the debate goes on.

Those. who've scen. the creature
awear to its exiatence; others aren’t
80 8ure, :

Sec BROOXDALE, 3A

Tax cut jolts Farmington school officials

Related story, 7A

BY LAnm{ O'C(mm)n

BTAF? Wi

It's not thc crash of 1929, but the
slauh of 1993 has school officials jum-

Fnrmlngum Public School District
officiala are frotting over the state leg-
jslature’s decision to lop $6.6 billion
in achool funding from property taxes.

For Farmington, that's a loss of
$86.8 million — 95 percent of the dis-
trict’s source of revenue.

“How could you belicve after 20
years of tinkering around that sud-
denly it would be the absolute most
extreme ending,” sald Superintond.
ent Michael Flanagan, “which is just

tho climination of total school fund-
ing. . . It's almost Jaughable.”

Fianogan and other officials
weren't chuckling, however, If any-

thing, they wero trying to search the
wreckage for anything positive. They
said this will definitely force the leg.
islature to deal with the problem of
achool finance and property tax.

'he schools can’t shut down since
the atate constitution mandates that
children be educated,

. Said Flanagan: “So maybe t's a
blessing in disguise.”

Lawmakers have a fow montha to
construct an entirely new system of

financing achools.

Increases in the pales tax and in-
come tax scom problematic at this
point, some aay. Voters, as recently as
June 2, have turned down sales tax
increases. Gov. John Engler sald he
won't raise the incomo tax.

“In short of putting $400 a pack tax
on clgarettes, I'm not sure what's
teR,” Flonagan said.

Sce TAX CUT, 2A

Just call him Ace

Memory Lane
From the July 28, 1953 edlition of the Farming-

Classified Advertising: §31-0800 |

Lucky fellow, that Darrell Datte, Or moybe it
wua hlu akill with an nine iron on the goif links,
ay, Farmington Hills resident Datte shot a
huln ln one July 13 at the par-3 No. 17 holeon
Oakland University'a Katke-Cousins Golf Course.
Hc was playing in the annual OU Alumni Tourna-

ont.

Datu:'a golfing exploits carned him more than
juat a alap on the back or maybe a cold beer in the:
‘clubhouas, Ho won two free air ticketa to any loca.
tion in the United States.

Splish 'n splash

The Farmington Community Library has
planned two upeclal parties for youngstera who are

FARMINGTON FOCUS

involved in the “Make a Splash, Read!” program
this summer,
An ico cream soclal at tho Farmington Hills

ton Ente
BAn edllorlnl “If the boys in the Kremlin would
pull their noses out of the volumes of Marx and
Lenin long enough to read a little history, they
would ﬁnd out in short mdl:r how uscless it is to
and women."

branch on 12 Mile road will be held 2.4 p.m.
Woednesday, Aug. 4. Games, a magician and ico
cream will be foatured,

The Farmington branch'’s Splash Bnah will take
place 2-4 p.m. Thuraday, Aug. 5, at the d

W Harry McKltr{ck. hnnknlbnll and football conch
at Clarenceville High, resigned to nccept a posi-
tion in Dearbomn,

] Marcue Bnrmwon, fnrmer l-‘unnlngwn res{dent

library ot State and Liberty, 'l'hc *“aplashy songs"
of Rita Kirsch will be an attraction, Crafta and
| follow hor
For moro detalls on the reading program, call
Children’s Servicos nt 563-0300,

anda died at age 80 at
his home in Londcn, Ontarlo,

Items for Farmington Focus may be mailed to
the Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Road,
Farmington 48336, dropped off at the newspoper
office or faxed to 477-9722.
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