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troit aren. We need sites with
10 to 12 acres.”

Home Quarters will compete
with Home Depot, Handy
Andy, Builders Square and all
neighborhood hardware stores
for home improvement dollars.
‘Their edge, according to Wing,
is on-site child caro staffed by
professionala in thelr “Kids

Bigger from page 4B

B ‘We plan to Invest
$200 million In the
Detrolt area. That's
$10 million per
store.’

Celia Wing

the cities and the
suburbs, some
assumptions are
misleading and
untrue,

It is often as.
sumed that the
compelling rea-
sone why ell su-
burbanites
should be com.
mitted to the

In the rela-
m,,;%‘f‘ tionship between

RABS! IRWIN
GRONER

quarlers

Quarters,” a tool d
with a selection second to none
and a “greatly enhanced ser.
vice level,”

“We plan to invest $200 mil-
lton in the Detroit area, That's
$10 milllon per store,” Wing
said. “We've done our research,
There are plenty of market
shares to go eround. I'd com-
pare the Detroit market to the
Boston market — you're both
hat right now,”

Solomon agreed.

“It's ensy to enter the De-
troit market because you have
available land around the re-
gional areas,” he said.

When preased, these out-of-
town retailers said they did not
want suburban locations exclu-
sively. They would also consid-
er stores within the city of De.
trolt, just not the “inner city.”

Weber concluded that time
will tell what effects the Big
Box Usera have on smaller re-
tailers. But he pointed out how

national chains wiped out in-
dependent  retallers of local
women'a fashlons such as Kay
Baum, Siegel's and Himel.
hoch’s.

“These nationals can just
get the latest from both coasts
out on the shelves so much
faster,” he safd. “And they can
also provide greater selections
because they are so big. They
offer lower prices, too, because
they deal in volume."”

A local businessman who re-
quested _anonymity stopped
into the Southfield Office Max
store for the first time last
week and his comments seem
to back Weber's assertions.

“It's an awesome place,” he
sald, “They just have so much
stock just plled to the ceiling.
You can buy in bulk or just
anesies or twosies, The sclec-
tion of merchandise was fabu.
lous. Why would I go anywhere
clse again?"

Imagine if you had to a1k for blood to save the life of someone you love.
Next time the American Red Cross asks, give blood, please.

GIVEBLOOD, PLEASE +¢:;g= )
}

welfare of Detroit, and to the
point of making real personal sac-
rifices on ita behalf, ia because all
suburbanites came from the city

originally,

Therofore, the argument pro-
cceds, all suburbanites have a
debt to repay for the city's parks
in which they played as children,
for the achools in which they were
educated, and for the churches

and synagogues In which they
wero ralsed in faith,

The fact of the matter is that a
very largo percentage of families
in the newer suburbs never llved
in the city but were born and
raised in the older suburbs,

Of the population of the metro-
polltan area, we wonder how
many people count Royal Qak, or
Ferndale, or Southfield, or Lin-
coln Patk, or any of the dozen or
so nearer suburbe around Detroit
a8 their hometown?

Or in an area whose chief in-
dustry employs a national work
force, how many people move here
from other parts of the country?
Thus, if there were an attachment
to a city, it might as likely as not
be for Cleveland, or Philadelphia,
or Chicago and Detroit being o
place one heard about but never
actually visited.

Those of us concerned for the
city's social and economical
plight should hope to involve ath-
ora in these concerns but not for
sentimental reasons. .

It is a dangerous and blisaful
assumption that sympathy, com-
passion and concern for our trou-
bled city and ita people can be
generated by nostalgla, But there
are far better reagons than that
for boping that Detrolt will once
again be as fine a city to live in or
near as some of us remember,

‘We need to reatoro the econom.
ic and social strength of Detroit
because the city alone can provide
the vital center for what could
otherwise be a group of disparate
communities,

Detroit has institutions of art,
learning, culture and entertain-
ment which provide for the life of
tho spirit. Sports activitics and
ethnic festivala larly enrich

and diversify the experien:
those who live in a largearca -
around Detroit. 1';;'

Without a strong center, “the
spokes of the wheel cannot-Eold.
In much the same way, the l9gal,
professional, comme: and -
nancial establishmenta of down-
town Detroit need to be nu )
encouraged and enhanced for;the
banefit of all. o e

We who live in the subuibs
should share in this commitméit
not because of nostalgia foi”ilic
past, but rather because the.St-
nascence we bring to Detroit will.
serve to bless us end our children.

Rabbi Irwin Groner is with Con-
gregotion Shaarey Zedeh'in
Southfield. If you have a question
or comment for him, dial-953-
2047{ mailbox' nymber 1862,s0n° o

Ann Arbor’s the backdrop for drama

“Sigter Water,"
by Nancy Wil-
lord (256 pp.,
$21, Knopf).

Nancy Wil.
lard, an essnyist,
poet, children’s
author, novelist
and Ann Arbor

MM native, has cho-

sen  her birth-

VICTORIA  place as the set-
DIAZ  ting for this in-
triguing little

novel,

Marked by nooks, crannies,
waterways, circuitous streets and
pathways, the landscape seems an
especially apt choice for this

dering tale that hasi
how intertwined are the mysteri-
ous and the mundane.
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The ry backdrop of
this highly textured drama often
scems neatly as important as ita
players.

Area readers especlally will ap-
preciate the chance to visit real-
life bits of Ann Arbor through
Willard’s poetic prose. The
Wolverine Den, University Hospi-
tal, Fuller Park and the Huron
River itself figure importantly
here.

Another treat: dropping in on a
number of strictly fictional spots

Willard has created, especially
the Buddha Uproar Cafe on Lib-
erty Street.

Into her setting Willard brings
a memorable melting pot of quir-
ky characters,

Begin with Jessie, who came to
Ann Arbor long ago to attend the
University of Michigan. Not lang
after, she met and eventually
married Henry Woolman, propri-
etor of Woolman Seientific Sup.
ply Co., located on the banks of
the Huron.

Though the supply compnay
looked to Jessle rather ordinary
on the outside, she found it a very
unusual place on the Innidz;

to stay alive long enough to make
the date. (Willard’s dry humor
goes far toward making this atory
the success that it fa.}

As Jessie struggles, her two
daughters, Martha and Ellen, and
her grandson, Stevie, wrestle with
their own demons, all of which in-
volve change and transition: two
main themes of this story,

One of the problems they face is
a developer named Harvey Mack,
who is determined to acquire
what's left of the supply company,
so that he can destroy it and build
{whate else?) a shiny new shap-
ping mall on the spot. He also {s,
by the way, determined to acquire
Jessie’s widowed daugt Ellen.

‘Through it runs an underg:
stream and, in the stream, swim
“ghostly verslons of bluegills and
perch.”

Now, nearly 60 years later,
Henry is gone and Jessle, befud.
dled with age, is struggling to
hold on to what fs left of her life.
What is left is the old building
that still houses the atream, the
crumbling house in which she has
lived for years, and her family.

Even as she struggles, death
scems to become more and more 8
part of her daily life. Her friends
die, she becomes ill, her son-in-
law js killed in o car accident,
Even the occasional old man who
asks her out can't be counted on

One of the more telling scenes in
the story occurs when she and
son, Stevie, go to dinner at
Mack’s palatial but grim home
and find Mack trying to desl with
*a perfect invasion of toads in the
kitchen."

Enter Sem Theopolis, an ex-
veterinarian of gorts, and a star
waiter ot the Buddha Uproar, who
lands a job as Jessie’s live-in
caretaker,

A native of Jessic's hometown,
Drowning Bear, Wis., (linkages
and similarities occur throughout
“Sister Water” and are an inte-
gral part of this story), Sam be-
lieves his past experience in lov-

. pond.

ing and caring for four-fegged ani-
mals qualifies him for the.job.
And, as it happens, he's exactly
right. s
Sam, however, comes with his
own troubled past and e set of
problems of his own, which_are
soon magnified and complicated
by the discovery of a young wom-
an's body floating in a mearby

“Sister Water” {8 a story about
many things: time, change, loss,
pain, oging, love, living, dyibg,
death, where we came from, where
we're going. . .

All weighty matters indeed. But
there is nothing heavy or pon-
derous about this book. And ea-
sentially what keeps it flying is
Willerd's lyricism and her splen-
did way with words: .

“By late afternoon the clouds
over Ann Arbor shimmered o pale
yellow, darkening quickly like
bruised fruit. The air held its
breath; parking lots all over the
city glistened as if they were melt-
ing

Anyone who knows Ann Arber
will recognize that scene, Some-
how, Willard lends it an edge of
magic though, and in just the
right amount, a8 she settles in to
tell this moving atory.

An estimate of your
future retirement
benefits.

Social Security...You Get What You For.,.
And More.

have thought about this before,
but right now you are carning disability

insurance, survivors benefits, a retirement
program, and future Medicare coverage. It's all
paid for by the Social Security taxes withheld
from your paycheck—and matched dollar for
dollar by your employer.

And now you can find out just what those
taxes are carning for you. It's easy to do and it's
free. Just call 1-800-772-1213 and ask for a

. The disability insurance )
An estimate of benefits you and your -
survivors benefits family could be . N
-year eaxrnings for your family, eligible to receive. L
-make sure they're correct.
Youmaynot Personal Earnings and Benefit Estimate

Statement. When you get it, you'll see a complete
history of your earnings, the Social Security taxes
you've paid, and estimates of what you and your
family could receive in Social Security retirement,
disability, and survivors benefits.

And if there’s an error or omission in your
carnings record, Social Security will help you

correct it.

Social Security—the best deal in town.
US. Dopament of Health and Human Sarvicss
Social Secyrity <




