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= Bands have to start some
place on the road to success
and many times it’s with the
Bv Lisa Ruoy indies. They’re small record
i8n ;cw.w! o VikenlCh labels where the president is
ewarel Cautlon! Yikes! Chit chat, gab, gossip. everythln from promote
iﬁn}:j no ntr.-n::;u;‘ othlnr 's forks but most il u ncpm' ttons ‘:;.
ly have a good time!
\.f These are but a few of the many rules listed on ecutive and accountant.
|; the menu at Royal Oak’s La Fondue, This all fon- By KYLE GREEN

: due establishment features everything from pie-
! kles and angel food cake to cod and tenderloin all
+ fit for swishing into various concoctions perfect for
dunklng.
i Aside from the chain reataurant booth seating,
1 tho scenery inside La Fondue isn't half bad, Dim
llghtmg. assorted wine bottles and muted pink
* and green tones make up most of it. No need to get
+ bared, however, because once your appetizer hns

BPECIAL WRITER

Commercial aue-
cess is what all
recording compa-
nics want with its
releascs.

On the other
hand, independent

arnved,you re too busy to notice your
: ings anyway.

The appetizer cholce is CHEESE, You decide
; on swisa or cheddar, Both are prepared (along with
* everything else you order) in a fondue pot situsted
! in the middle of your table, Beer and garlic is
. heated to “very hot” and Kirsch, some secrot
splces and mounds of cheese are melted to “bub-

SI[cnd Granny Smith apples are good for dip-
ping, assorted breads (french and rye) arc handed
out in n basket and vegetables are alse available
for a little extra, La Fondue makes a big oops by
serving bread a lttle on the boring side and way

" too soft.
Fondue entrees are pretty much

pray that
somcone will listen to its releases,
Nevertheless, when you are the
prestdent of a lacal independent
recording label with a Royal Oak
post office box and you receive or-
dera from as far away as the Grent
Britaln, France, Poland and Italy,
your company hes hit the blg time,
'he records get out to places
that groups have never heard of; the
bands definitely get exposure, but
for me I want to build my catalog,”

B STREET BEATS

Indies: Little labels, big dreams

company's name from Chaos to
Static after Sony Music Entertain.
ment Inc. notified her that it had a
label named Chaos, Summers, who
hadn't trademarked her 3-ycar-old
name, filed the appropriate papers
far Statie. Her roster includes Men-
'rom An-

. suit anyone's taste — chicken, beef, cod and
shrimp are offered separately — and if you just
+ have to have it, all tell your server, “F'll have the
; fenat.” Take note that back when fondue firat
started out, times were rough and food was scarce,
* 80 you be the judge as to whether or not the feast
is rcully a feast by today's atandards,
Fondoing” your entree can be fun but tricky
businesa. Take for instance the time factor. In
- front of you is a plate of the feast, everything on it
- is cooked for differant amounts of time and it's up
. to you to monitor it. You and your guest each
place your matching picces of beef into the boiling
* pot, you begin to talk about how great a time you
had Jast weekend. You chat; you gossip. You forget
just how long your beef has been in there, and
then you forget just how long its supposed to be in
* there, Relax, and remember next tima to check
your watch,

If your still up to yet more fondue fun, order
deasert. Fresh fruits, marahmallows and bits of
angel food cake can be dunked in either dark or
white hot chocolate, Heavy, but it’s chocolate
heaven.

One word to the wise for safe fonduing; leg
crossers beware; the heating element undemncath
the table encourages the use of nshestos knee
pads, And another thing share everything, or
you'll burn a hole in your pocket!

“LAFEONDUE:

111 Main St., Royal Oak
399-1440

Hours: 5-10 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 5-11 p.m. Fridey and
Saturday, 4-9 p.m. Sunday

Birminghom's Midtown Cafe is one of those
surprising exceptions to the rule that larger res-

are cold and 1. The cafe's inte-
rior has unbelievable presence, hinting at an ups.
cale New York cafe atmosphere and wide open air-
iness with walls fit for an art gallery. Comfort
reigns here with numerous tables for four and
cross-hatched pine bedecking the vast wall space,
giving the place a laid back fecling.

The walt staff is highly efficient, well-versed in
the day's fare and interesting and funny to chat
with. Not only that, they look pretty apiffy in their
all-black attire and they actually look like they are
enjoying thelr work.

Newcomer chef Rich Redmer deftly balances
traditional fare with some of his own innovative
touches. Rich is fresh in from New Orleans and
has been at the cafe for about two months, He's
gotten rave reviews from many natisfied pnlmnn.

A hint of creole surfaces in many of Redmer's
creations, subtle enough nnl to uvnrpownrentrcuﬁ,
but di there, Menu offeri
on a daily basis, but fuvnrlws find thelrwoy onlu
the menu in one variation or another,

In the way of appetizers, Maryland crabeakes
are nicely set off with spicy cocktail souce and
Duck Gallantines with picante and fresh frult are

Teon Records founder Dennis Bre-
ton said. I look at the last four
years as a major time and money in-
veatment.”

In teday's mass produced, high
powered music industry, independ.
ent recording labels, such as Icon
Records, are slowly edging their way
up to the top. Detroit plays host to
hundreds of indies (the insiders
name for Independent labels) who
may be in the shadows of major
recording companies at first glance,
but in due time could become an
equal,

Work, work

Indle owners walk a narrow line
as the promoters, sales people, pub-
lic relations executives, accoun-
tants, manngers, company presi.
dents, secretaries and gig organizer,
while the majors with high power
and expense accounts, are viewed as
big brothers which George Qrwell
could have never conceived.

“The indie scene is more human;
they are doing it for the music,” said
Sue Summers, founder of Detroit’s
Chaos Network and Records. “The
majors don’t listen to the musie,
They don’t know the music,”

Summers recently changed her

othcr Planet and Red S L

Basic training

Local bands are usually
comprised of “people with day jobs
who enjoy jamming on the weekends
or starry-eyed teens who dream of
the ultimate recording contract.” In-
dies provide the basic training for
theas bands, according to Entertain-

Even with a fresh start, her goal
remains the same,

*To get out these bands I heard
from the Detroit area. . . The ma-
Jjors are avoiding us because they
want to see how the indles ate
doing,” she said, “They scem to be
avelding us because we don’t have n
nound. Atlanta and Seattle have a
distinet sound, where Detroit
doesn’t,

“I think I can help in getting the
music out Lhcrz: and if a band places

it, I'll push it.”
The love for the art of music is the
root to majority of i la-

ment P EP) founder
Mark Barnowski.

“Indies are the lifo line for new
talent such as a lot of now acta in
country musie,” said Barnowski,
who performs under the name Mark
Edwards, “The majors don’t have
the time to develop the talent.”

EP is the promotions division of
R&A Records which was started by
Barnowski and his brother after re-
ceiving some auccess as members of
the group the Relation in the carly
1980s. After the group disbanded,
Barnowski and his brother formed
their label and Inter developed the

bels, Many labels are formed specif-
ically to allow groups which are gen-
erally overlooked a medium to ex-
press themselves, Other Detroit
Indies are open to all sounds,

“When I started out there there
were a lot of cool banda and a lot of
cool stuff here that doesn’t get chro-
nologed,” Breton snid, “and there
are a lot of people who think that
the local music scenc aucks and I'm
out to prove them wrong."”

Icon’s listings range from a 19608
rock’n’roll surf riffs of The Golden-
tones to the energetic ska sounds of
‘The Exceptions and rock edge of
‘The Colours.

division to work with
major labels. Today EP is promot-
ing such artiste as Bruce Hornsby,
Rosanne Cash and Regina Bell out
of its Troy office.

Once an indie likes a bond's or
performer's sound and are signed ei-
ther to a written or verbal contract,
it is typically up to the artist to bear
the costs to record the material.
From there, the Indics may charge or
even absorb the cost of publishing
on cassette or compact dise.

Transmat Records was formed in
1986 by Detroiter and techno wiz
Derrick May to release “Stringa of
Life"” and “Nude Photo” which has
received success in Europe and only

Anindie guy:
Dennis Bre-
ton stands in
front of some
posters and
fliers of some
of the groups
he promotes
through his
Icon Records.

WILLIAM HANSEN

heard in dance cluba stateside,

Indles know the only way people
will hear materinl ig with radio, DJ
and retall support.

The lack of that musical infras-
tructure in Detroit dismays KMS
Records founder Kevin Saunderson
who has won several gold and silver
albume from the United Kingdom
as founder of the techno-dance
group Inner City.

“I'think 08 o muskc acene we need
to network and help each other then
we have in the past,” snid Saunder-
son, a Southficld resident. *“We need "
support here in Detroit. Wegetalat |
of support oversens, but as soonas 1 -
see the support here I think we can
survive,” 1

“That’s frustrating, frustrating
enough no to do it any more.”

Static's Summers is doing some-
thing about that. She is one of the
developers who brought about the
Detroit Music Alliance, a support
group for local acts which meets
monthly in the metro area to leamn
about the muskc industry and find
support with one another,

Indies know it takes more than
just band fraterntzation to succeed
with the majors, many times it hos
to be truer than life.

Icon’s releases are printed on col-
ored vinyl to attract attention, Bre-
ton said, even though he has not
made a profit since he started his
one-man company faur years ago,

Reality for meny indies fs that
they never see a profit and fold fast-
er than they started, but Breton sees
a future for indies.

Posies enjoy sweet smell of success

Sweet smell: Finding success pleasing to their sense is The
Posies — Ken Stringfellow (from left), Jon Auer, Dave Fox
and Mike Musburger.

By CHRISTINA FuoCo
STAFF WRITER

The Posica frequently dreamt
about whom they would play with
when thelr band made it big. Big Star
wasn't one of them, It seemed impos.
nible.

“It'a one of those things that I nev-
er thought I would experience; it's not
{tke 1 thought, ‘Someday I want to
play with Big Star,’” said the eoft-
spoken Ken Stringfellow,

Stringfellow and fellow Posie Jon
Auer played with Big Star and fta
original members Alex Chilton and
Jody Stephens on April 26 in Colum-
bia, Mo,, as part of a festival orga-
nized by KCOU, the University of
Missourl's radio station, It took o lit-
tle bugging, however, to get the duo

Tt

“The college radlo station had {ts
own people in mind — R.EM,
Matthew Sweet — they did not want
to do it. By the time the ahow came
up, they had faced our furlous wrath

long enough,” Stringfellow said with
a laugh. “You could see how we could
fit In with the Big Star tradition.”

Blg Star with Stringfellow and-
Auer will play again on Sundey, Aug.
29, at the Reading Featival in Eng..
land.

The Posies are trying to start thelr
own tradition with their two.part
Beatlesque harmonies and powerful
guitara. However, sometimes they °
find there's a bit of confusion with
the other “P" bands.

“I was in L.A. and I went into an

sald Auer, lead guitarist and vocalist.
‘The excitement continued unti
thoy spoke.

Sco POBIES, DA

expertly prepared and beautifully p d, Na.
chos are stlll a big hit and tasty pizzas sport arti
chokes and pesto.

Whatever the Midtown docs, it seems to do well.
Roast beef s accompanied by spicy red pepper

Seo EAYS, A

[ 139 N, Woodward Ave., Bzrmmgham
| 642-1133

© Hours: Noon to 1:30 a.m. Tuesday

¢ through Saturday, noon to 12:30 a.m.
t Sunday and Monday

Monday, July 26

MARY MCGUIRK

Bocksest Soloon, Keego Harbor. {acoustic
10¢K]

55221 19

Tuesday, July 27

BON HOVI

with Extrema ot Pinc Knob Musle Thoatra,
(.75 ond Sashabaw Road, Clorkston, (rock)
377.0100

MYK RISE AND NARY MCOUIRE
Mr. B's Fam, Now. (acoustic fock)
349.7038

PREHXNSILE MONKRY TAILED SKINK

With The Henchmen ot Blind Pig, 206-208
S, First St., Ann Arbor.

596.8555

Wednesday, Julg 28
DAVID CROBBY AND GRAHAM NASH
With Shawn CoMn and Geaham Parker at

IN CONCERT

Plnn Knob Music Theatre, 1-76 and Sasha.
w Road, Clarkston, (POSTPONED UNTIL

AUG. 2)

377.0100

21QUANAS FROM EARTH
l7hu Rlu. 10% and Gratiot, Rosavillo.

AMn'm 5 156 Cass, Dotrolt.
B32.2355

DROPPING NANES

Fenturing Mary McGulre, Jullo Kovich and

gaa Ellman at Gayle’s Chocotates, Royal
ak,

398-0001

LWIMA JATZ ENSEMBLE
Featuring Quincy Stowart at Q Club, 29 S.

Saglnaw St., Pontiac.
334.2411
THa DalLHATS
Biind PIL 208-208 S. Furst 5t., Ann Arbor,
99665

ROSCED WIRE
Nnuullnus an Eunmnst benefit at Li's 21,

Jocob, Ham

-6555
BROTHIRHOOD RECIPER AND TRASH BIATS
Hoadline “Two Floors of Fun'" at St, An-
drew’s Holl, 43 E, Congresa, Detroit,
961-MELT

Thursday, July 29

ADORABLE
With Baiter Space and EI Magnifico at In.

dustry, 15 5. Saginaw, Pontlac.
334 1999 o

SOHUGE
wnn 20 Mule Team at GATs G, 40 N.
Snmnnw.;on

ASSIMILY REQUIRID
Alvin's, G756 Cass, Detroit, (Deadhead mu.

86,2 2355
Bllnd F% 208208 S. First St., Ann Arbor,
8968555

Friday, July 30

DISKIY'S BYMPHONIC FAKTASY

With the Bimingham-Bicomield Symy
Orchestm ot Pino Knob Music 'lheuuo 7
3!\67 Sa‘ shabaw Rond, Clarkston,

Soe IN CONCERT, 10A




