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To find out tipping trends and

. |'attitudes — on a completely un-

seientific basis — we recently con-
ducted random interviews with
about 25 wait persons in our com-
munities from Farmington to Ro-
chester. Following is what we
found out.

‘BY TIM SMITH
BTAFY WRITER

ttitude, attitude, attitude,
That's what mostly de.
termines how big a tip
Qakland County restaurant cus-
tomers leave their waiters or wat-
tresses. Of course, it helps to
work Friday or Saturday nights.
“The percentages go up when
everybody's having a good time
and the waitress isn't walking
sround with & sour face,” said
Laura "Fitz" Fitrzyk, a waitress
at the Wagon Wheel Saloon in

TOY.

“You have to be friendly. I like
to have fun with the customers.
Want to see my button?" Fitrzyk
asked, showing scveral pinned to
‘her apron — one with the snappy
“I'd Card My Own Mother.”

. According to Tinn Fisher, who
waits on tables at Blakeney's
Ranch House in F

‘Wait people
| live with 2
_sides of coin

loose change on the table or stiffe
thelr server completely, de-
acribed by one waltress as the
old ““dine and dash" routine.

(Some factors gren’t cven the
gerver's fault, explained Kathryn
Hungerman of Steak and Ale in
Farmington Hills. She listed a
few: clther a customer’s auto AC
broke down on the drive to the
restaurant; the salad bar plates
were dirty; or their steak wasn't
cooked properly,)

Men vs, women

8 One of the bigger tip-affecting
variables is whether a man or
woman is sitting at the table,
Out of the 26 persons inter-
viewed: 17 sald men are more
generous; several cited the fact
that more women keep a tight
grip on houschold pursc-strings;
only Jeanette Bogle of Olga’a
Kitchen in West Bloomfield
thought women leave better tips,
“I don’t know if more women
have waited tables and are senei-
tive to it,” soid Bogle, who for-
merly worked at the Birminghom
Olga's, “[ can almoat tel! when a
woman tips well that she at one
time worked for tips. . .
d even a

Hills, being nlce to the custom.
oFs just “adds up” in the gratuity
department. A smile on the face
often makes up for cold meals,
too-few coffee refills or high pric.

c8.
< But although restaurant pa-
trons and thelr tips (mostly 15-
20 percent) gencrally are the
same all over, there are plenty of
other variables that determine
whether someone tucks a $50 bill
under the condiments, dumps

Other wai an
few waiters, didn't share her
opinian,

“They {men) tip better be-
cause they're out more often and
they pay more often,” said veter-
an waiter Jim Giroux, who has
worked at both the Outback
Steakhouse in West Bloomfield
and, most recently, 220 Merrill
Street in Birmingham.

“Women are not as sure nbout
what to leave. They'll leave you
10-15 percent.” Men tend to

leave around 20 percent, Giroux
estimated.

Blurring the gender line,
Hungerman said women gener-
ally are poor tippers. But she
added a qualifier or two.

Femalea who don't tip well of-
ten are "busincsswomen or little
old ladies,” Hungerman sald,

putting them in the 10-percent-
tip category. She said “eingle
women at night” and yuppies are
better tippers.

It’s chemistry

According to Blakeney's
Figher, there's no contest. Of

course, she emphasized it
doean't hurt her cause to be wait-
ing on — and sometimes flirting
with — male customers. “Men
are more sociable, they like to
flirt. Being a woman you flirt
back.”

But the women she waits on
often “don't even acknowledge

Tales of
tips run
gamut

RANDOM VIEWS ON TIPP-
%G FROM THE FARMING-

N Cheryl Brussow, Dimitrl’s:
“1 know some people who don't
believe in tipping."” Those people
told her they shouldn't “be pay-
ing our wages” and that restau-
rants should pay higher hourly
wages instead.

Mourcen Merritt, Mayber-
ry's: “Once I got a couple of
prayer cards slong with a tip.
And I got $10 off of a single (cus-
tomer). I don't know who ho was,
1 thought, ‘God, what did I do to
make him give me this?' "

M Jason Schoof, Anita's Cafe:
“I've been tipped unique items,
such as s free haircut or a little
piece of personalized poetry.”
Schoof sald he also waited on
former Piston Vinnie Johnson at
the restaurant, but couldn't re-
member the tip.

M Kathryn Hungermnan, Steak
and Ale: "One tip ] remember is
someono left mo 28 cents on a
bill of $49.71 . . . Another wait-
reas here was offered $100 to
stand up and dance on a table.
She didn't do it.”

you're there,” particularly in the
cage of two or more females at a
table. “They continue talking
+ . for hours upon hours and
each leave a dollar and figure
that's enough,” she said.

On the flip side, male servers
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Youth expects to return
to work after recent accident

By SuE Buck
STAFF WRITER

A 16-year-old Farmington Hills
reaident is expected back at the
Farmer Jack super market this
week following his recovery from
an accident at work Friday eve-

ning.

Nitesh Balkumar Shah, 16, and
thice other employces of the
Farmer Jack store at 22128 Farm-
ington Road were moving a fully
loaded pop machine when ‘the

1,000-pound machine fell on
Shah’s chest, pinning him to the
ding to o Farmi

stay unit until almost 11:30 a.m.
Saturday, said Chris Word, hoapi.
tal it L

floor, o a F
Public Safety report.

Before police arrived, Shah was
removed from under the machine.

“CEMS applied traction, the
victim was immobilized with n C
collar and backboard,” the report
noted,

Shah was transported to Bots-
ford Hospital in Farmington Hills
where he remained in the short

“He's fine,” sald store manager
Richard McArdle. “Everything
turned out OK with no prob-
lems."”

McArdle snid that he was not
working when the incident oc-
curred,

Sheh could not be reached for
camment.

$50,000 grant helps keep
bicycle path rolling along

BY BILL COUTANT
STAFF WRITER

The cities of Farmington and
Farmington Hills will give a new
meaning to the term ‘“network.
ing" when the last link of a north-
pouth bike path is completed.

Michigan Depeartment of
Pransportation Director Pat
Nowak announced that Farming-
ton Hills will recelve a $50,000
grant for a bike path from 10 Mile
to Heri b

@ ‘The part of the path golng over the (1-698)
bridge will probably be the last thing complet-
ed. That's probably where we'll have some sort
of a caremony . . . This will connect the 35,000
people living north of the bridge with the rest
of the community and Farmington.’

Steve Brock
Farmington Hills
assistant city manager

Park on F:
Road.

The half-mile stretch, along
with ather grants already ap-.
proved, will help the city com-
plete a bike path that will, when
completed, link the northern part
of Farmington Hills to the south.
ern part and Farmington.

: “We did a study and found that

the bike path was a high priority,”
sald Farmington Hills Mayor
Nancy Bates, A lot of people in
Fmﬁ(nlngwn Hills like to bike and
walk.

atk,
- The city will have to match the
grant with $50,000 to fulfill its

pert of the agreement for the
grant that the city applied for in
April. The money has already
been budgeted for the project,

‘The final link of the 8-foot wide
bike path will link Heritage Park,
Woodlend Hills Park, Pioncer
Park and the City Park in Farm-
ington.

Construction of the final link
will begin in the summer of 1994,
sald assiatant city manager Steve
Brock.

“The part of the path golng over
the (1-696) bridge will probably be

the last thing completed,” he
sald, “That’s probably where we'll
have some sort of a ecremony.”

Brock said the city’s versfon of
the laying of “the golden spike,”
will likely include e personal visit
from Nowak aboard 2 two.wheel-
er.

Formington Hills already hes
an extensive bike network north
of the 1-696 bridge, Brock eaid.

“Thia will connect the 35,000
people living north of the bridge
with the rest.of the community
and Farmington,” he sald,

CLARIFICATION

recent

ditorinl

E’No clarifications in
Farmi: BerVer
material should be noted:

ington Focus itom should have

t‘ ! In tho July 26 edition, a F;Ann-
1

sald that Hills rcstdent Darrell
Datto used a three iron to ace tho
por-3 17th hole at Oakland Uni-
vorsity's Katke.Couains Golf
Course. Ho was playing In an
alumni outing July 13,

¢

M On the editorinl pago of the
July 22 edition, a lotter from Hills
reaident Susan Keon shiould have
roforred to o 2-foot-Héight varie

of appeals.

ance granted by the zoning board

FOLLOW THE

LONG, LEAN

Classic simplicity
takes on new importance in
the designing bands
of St. John. A pure silk
scarf at the jewel
neck and a vertical row of
buttons down the
slender skirt dramatize
ils clean shaping.

Go from office to dinner
in teal woolsrayon.
Sizes 4-16, $680.

Jacobson’s

LINE TO

ST. JOHN

ANN ARBOR * BIRMINGHAM ¢ DEARBORN * GROSSE POINTE ¢ LIVONIA ¢« ROCHESTER

Shop until 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, Until 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednes:

and Saturday.

Sunday Noon to 5 p.m. Jacobson’s. Charge, MasterCard®, VISA®, and American Express®,




