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Drama explores impact
of Karen Silkwood case

By KeELY WYGONIK
8TAP? WRITER

Laborera standing up, coura-
geously demanding that manage-
ment correct workplace hazards is
a story with timeless oppeal, cs-
pectally in strong union towns
like Detroit,

Gordon_Reinhart of Westland,
the son of n UAW member, stars
in “The Half.Life of Karen Silk-
wood,” at the Attic’s New Center
Theatre,

The compelling drama tells the
story of Karen Silkwoad who died
in 1974 while trying to alort the
public about health and safety ir.
regularities at tho Kerr-McGee
Nuclear Corp. in Oklghoma where
she worked,

The plant was under a fixed.
price contract with the federal
government to produce “fast
breeder” reactors, using plutoni-
um inatead of uranium as fuel.
The term "fast breeder” refers to
the “breakthrough"” by which, in-

“THE HALF-LIFE OF
KAREN SILKWOOD"
Theater: The Attic's New
Center Theatre, 7339 Third
at West Grand Boulevard,

Detroit,

Curtain time: 8 p.m.
Thursdays and Fridays, 6
p.m. and 9 p.m, Saturdays, 2
pAm Sundaya through Aug.

Tlnknl.s’ Thursdays and
Sundays, $14-819; Fridays
and Saturdeys, $19.$24.
Special discounts available
for groups, union locals, stu-
dents and seniors. “Student
Rush Tix" are % off ticket
price, available %4 hour prior
to performance. Ticketa
avallable at box office, 875-
8284, Strand Theatre box
office, 335-8100, or any
Ticketmaster outlet, 645.
6666. Group sales informa-
tion, 875.8285.
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Take an imaginary
Great Lakes journey

Folk singer Lee Murdock
will convey the drama, myth
and legends of the Great Lakes
in a family concert of folk mu-
sic 7 p.m. Tuesday, Aug, 17, at
the Community Center, Farm.
ington-Farmington Hills,
24705 Farmington Road, be-
tween 10 and 11 Mile Roads in
Farmington Hills.

Tickets are $7 adults, $5
children, family of three, $15,
For information, call 477-8404.

Murdock will help you use
your imagination to visualize a
storm on the lakes, hear a choir
singing and much more,

Enjoy Appalachion folk
dancing ot the Community
Center 7-9:30 pm. Tuesdays
through Sept. 7. Cost is $3.50

Folk singer: Lee Mur-

dock will present a con-

cert Aug, 17 at the Com

munity Center of Farm-

z‘n%on-Farmingtau
ils.

per person every Tucaday. 1!

The Chocolate Chip Players

House Near Walnut Grove,” 7.-

stend of the fuel being
the system would actually make
more plutonium then it used. The
faat breeder reactor was never
built in this country. After hil.
lions of dollars, the unaccount-
able diseppearance of many
pounds of bamb.quality plutoni-
um, the problem of disposing of
nuclear waste, and the poisoning
of numerous workers — the
Carter Administration killed the
program in the late 1970s.

Relinhort portrays Tony Mazzo-
chti, the Oil, Chemical and Atomic
Workers International Union offi-
cial who Silkwood sought help
fmm in Washington D.C.

“My character doesn't tell
Karen to steal evidence about the
wrongdoing at the plant, but he
télls her they can't do enything
unless they have proof. Karen
gets the proof that eventually
leads to her death.”

| PREVIEW

Relnhart met Mazzochi who at-
tended two rehearsals and open-
ing night. It was the first time
Reinhart ever met someonc he
'was to portray on stage.

“He iz a man of Yew words. 1
didn'’t get to talk to him very
much, but I tried to observe him
to pick up his speech patterns
and rhythm. He was pleased with
the production.”

“The Hall-Life of Karen Silk-
wood” represents an unusual alli-
ance between the Attic’s profes-
sional theater company and the
0il, Chemical and Atomic Work-
ers International Union, which
commissioned the play through
its educational and cultural affill.
ate, the Alice Hamilton College.

A feature tilm about Silkwood
was released in the late 1970s. It ,

Compelling drama: Lance Retallick (left to right), Gordon
Reinhart and Michael Quimet in a scene from “The

Half-Life of Karen Silkwood,” at the Attic’s New Center ~

Theatre.

will perform Loura Ingolls pm. Wednesday, Aug. 18.,

Wilder's frontier story, “Little Tlckeu are $5 per person. wr

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

34785 Qrand River
13 Dk K. of Drake]

473-1124

SUPER §UMM€R

All Games *1°°
All Cartoons 99°¢

All Summer Long-Now Thru Labor Day!
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464-7733
CELEBRATION!

2 Nights
3 Nights

Play “Carnival of Prizes"
Scratch Off and WIN!

o purchave necessary « While supplics last

PorTorno

RIVER

Portofino will take yo there
the FASTEST WAY
Aboard the JET EXPRESS

Sunday, August 8

. %50

' Depart 9 am * Return 7:30 pm
Continental Breakfast on Portofino Poop Deck « Cash Bar

per
person

ended with her fatal automoblle
accident, and did not predict the
“half-llfe” which survives her
death.

“The truth surrounding her
union battle and death must be
told,” said Mazzochi. “If we fail
in this task the labor movement
struggle for a safe and healthy
workplace will have been dealt a
serious blow.”

This {s the first play about
Silkwodd’s life written specifical-
1y for a company of actors in a live
theater venue and dramatizes the
continuing impact of her mission.

“The ploy looks at the time be.
yond Karen's death and shows
the impact her civil case had on
corporations and on the Atomic
Energy Commisslon,” said An-
nette Madias of the Attic Theatre,

Director David J. Magidson,
dean of Wayne State University’s

College of Fine, Performing and
Communication Arts, who recent.
ly came to Detroit from Denver,
met playwright Larry Bograd
while in Colorado, When a direc-
tor for “The Half-Life of Karen
Silkwood" was being sought, Ma-
dias said Magidson's new resi-
dency in Detroit, where there Is a
heavy concentration of union
workers, provided a natural con-

nection,

“The Half-Life of Karen Silk-
wood" features Susan M. Arnold
as Karen Silkwood, Loretta Hig-
gins, Marilyn Mays, Phil Locker,
Glen Allen Pruett, Kevin Kenerly,
Michae! Oillment, Lance Retal-
lick nnd Becca Parker a8 Karen's
daughte

“Tnlk back” acasions with the
cast and director will take place
every Thursday, directly after the
performance.
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27331 Five Mile Rd. (Comner of Inkster)
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DINNER FOR TWO -

GOOD SUNDAY -THURSDAY
wil Bake

11, 95

{ Au Graten

Veal F th
Chicken Stir-Fry with Rice Pun!o Steak Kabob with Rice Pilaf

EARLY BIRD SPECIALS 4-6 P.M.

Psychics Every Mon, & Tue
© Jimmy:Frasure & His Band:*Showtime" Wed.-Sat. -
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WE'RE THROWING A PARTY!
Saturday,
COME }JOIN US TO WELCOME
“THOSE TWO GUYS"
Who will be performing every Saturday 9 P.M.
Fun Games * Prizes * Drink Speclals
Throughout the Night!
Ask About Our Banquet Facilities!

537-6610

Restaurant & Tavern 27189 Grand River (just E. of Inkstes)

August 7

MITCH
HOUSEY'S

COCKTAIL HOUR
4-7 P.M, Dalily
gveRY Cocktall Hour
"WED- 4 P.M.-Closing
NOW APPEARING...
THE SHOWCASEMEN

NOW BOOKING BANQUETS
TSmall o¢ Large)

Outdoor concerts feature;
Gypsy, mariachi music -

A Gypsy orchestra, and maria-
chi group will be featured in con-
certa sponsored by the Southfield
Parks and Recreation Cultural
Arts Divislon Aug. 8, and 11. For
information nbout other upcom-
ing concerts, call 354.4717,

Nick Feraru and his Gypsy Or.
chestra will perform in the Sum-

tial Town Center off Civic Cent:ér
Drive. Concert goers should bring
lawn chairs or blankets.

Mariacchi Zappapan will per-
form 7 p.m. Wednesday, Aug. 11
at the Burg Gazebo, at Berg Road
and Civic Center Drive in South-
field. A picnic supper will bc

FAMILY ATMOSPHERE + FULL LINE OF BEER, WINE, LIGUOR & COCKTAILS

mer Concert Series 7 p.m. Sun-
Aug. 8 at the Prudential
Sunbowl behlnd the 3000 Pruden-

available for purchase 6-7:30 p.m.
Bring lawn chairs or Llankets ld
siton.
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PIZZA & PASTA SPECIAL

| Homemade

« Spaghetti Dinner
| Complete Dinner Includes:

| Salad, Meatballs and Bread

$495 :
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platters serned wih soup or

=8alE P,

OPEN 7 DAYS!

MON.-THURS. 11 am-11 pm, PRI, 13 am-Midalght

EZMIOR
SAT, Noca-Midalght, BUN, Nooo-10 pe lm‘nxmmmxnr.m




