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Engler pursues educational changes over funding

BY RALPI R, ECHTINAW
STAFF WRITER

Like a fellow who just won $5.6
billion in a school funding custo-
dy battle, Gov. John Engler Is ca-
gerly antleipating the birth of a
new and improved public educa.
tion system, but trying not to talk
too much about how'we'll pay for

it.

“We're on the verge of some ro-
ally exciting things happening,”
he said Monday to several report-
ers at the Southfield Radisson.
“You're going to sce tremendous
change taking place.”

he problem is that Engler, in
concert with the state Legislature,
just torpedoed $56 billion in
property tax revenue for every
Michigan school district, and
must replace that money with
new taxes.

Furthermore, it's nlmost essen-
tial to produce a plan, find a way
to pay for [t, then squeeze it
through the Legislature befare
Dec. 31,

Tick, tick, tick

the end of 1993 will go into effect
early next year. But new laws that
get possed in 1994 can't go into
cffect until 1985 unless they pass
by a super majority; something no
one cxpects to get on the school
funding issue,

School districts are permitted
to collect property taxes through
August 1994, so the 1993.94
school year s safe, but after that
there's no money for them until
Lansing wrings it out of us with
new taxes,

Asked what sort of new taxes he
recommends, Engler changed the
subject to what form the new edu.
cation system will take, Build the
system, then find a way to poy for
it, he sald,

“Isn't the real concern to get
the best return on our invest.
ment? If we just keep the focus on
the kids we're doing the right
thing."

When preased, Engler said that
voters will “likely” be asked to
approve a sales tax [ncrease, but
he doesn’t believe we need to re-
place school funding on a dollar-

H ‘No one here (In Lansing) has talked about
schools of cholce heing a sure thing.'

Rep. Maxine Berman
D-Southfield

ine Berman, D-Southfield, don't

think the House will go along

with that. Berman called Engler's

assumption “extraordinerily
presumptuous,” and noted that a
similar Engler jdea has elready
een dofeated in the House,

for-dollar basia. With the state
holding the purse, he anid, the
cost of education will drop.

Ag an example, Engler said the
state could get a better deal on
health insurance for school em-
ployeea than each district can get
for itself.

No way, Jose

State Rep, Justine Bams, D-
Westland, seid Engler Is wrong.
‘The additional cost to the state of
administering everything will
outweigh any savings, she said.
"Tg me it's just more burenucra-

Regarding the system he hopes
to create, Engler eaid it's a virtual
guarantee that parents will be
permitted to cnroll their kids in
any public school district they

want to. Whatever amount of
money Lonsing decldes to spend
per student would follow each kid
around to whatever achool he or
she attends.

“The school has no right to
hold onto that kid and keep him a
captive,” Engler said.

But Bamne end state Rep, Max-

“No one here (in Lansing) has
talked about schools of choice
being a sure thing,” Berman sald.

Barns contended that Engler's
plan would create an “elitist ays-
tem" where only well-to-do folks
could afford to send thelr off-
spring to schools outside the dis.
trict they oceupy.

Guns & monkeys

Barns and Berman also object
to the time limit Lansing has set,
without their votes, to create a
new school systom.

Barne characterized the dead-
line as “a gun to our head,” and
Berman called it a “monkey on
our back."”

Engler's maln interest is in sce-
ing that competition for students
between school districts will com-
pel districts that lose students to
improve the quality of the educa-

See ENGLER, 7A

A ding to the state tit
tion, anything the Legislature
passes and Engler signs before

{ Four Genemations of Service \

wemfom

Jower 1595
Detr  Rbtempield it
873-8300 642-3000

MII!LII: and Modern
Doll & Tedu!

ghear
Restoration In
Our 43rd Year
af Family
Ownerstilp

@ Appralualy, Deoll
Wigy, Shaes, Clethes
& Accrraaries,
Books & Patlams.

@ 1ol

Teautlte] Dalls,

Catlectitle, Lavable,
Alta

i ) INTW. 1200 Re,

[ i
HSAN10-30FA 100

543-3115

‘'O

STEARNS & FOSTER

sesstoy  BSTATE AUCTION
SAT. & SUN., AUGUST 7 & 8. 1 P.M. EACH DAY
At our Gallory
825 WOODWARD AVE, {Midgte Building)
{1 Mile North of Square Lk, Rd., Opposite St. Joe's Hospital)
Over G50 Individual ltenss af DBesirabde Furaiching

v, Autinuee. Arcessories, lhronze
npean Cesntal, China &
Parrelaine. O ne Jewelrv, Ubjet d'An, Grientalia,
ste. from many Eatates, Callectivns & Consiznurs = And Includes Previously
UNRELEASEINMEMORABILIA & PROPERTY OF THE LATE

ORSON WELLES

= Parilal Listing ~

Pe. Antqus Satsuma Cysnder Vases
Ocsagon Shaged Gt & Butinood
W

*Tag Huntag Oogs® « Large
Bionze Stupture Growd
L Aniqus Getman Porcalan
Anlque Victanan Manogany
o

pote
Engusn Manogany Praniats
iGN Smard

i Sty

Bronre Maateg Console
it Mriored Back

“The Scribe" - Ol on Canvay »
Hbrton

Funa Frentn Lous XV Style
Bionze Maurted Bureauplat
*.OtonCanvat -

an
3

Enghin Mancgany
Puant Sty wih Gt Swany

Francn Lows XV Style
Butlmood Lades Orsk

VIEW: THURS & FRI.AUG 54 610m )12 Noonto 8 P.M. 3 Ono how pnot to & during each Session
TERMS: Cash. Chech, Vaa, MasterCard, Amercan Expiess, Oacoves {10% Buyer's Premium)
CATALOGUES: $2 00 ol Ine door  ANSENTEE & TELEPHONE BIBS ACCEPTED
T e ETR
Matsel's Galleries
823 Woaduard Ave. Suite B Pantlacs MU I3 ST = (313) 3385010

FINE FURNITURE SINCE 1917

JUST SOUTH OF SQUARE LAKE RD.

Come inand try a Stearns & Foster Hand
fred Quality Mattress and vou'll sce
hy Stearns 8 Foster means grear

value and great quall
R, chance to get great savings
A r\(\oo! During the Hand
>~ Crafted Quality
. Mattress Sale,

-t.-'» .

OPENMON., THURS., FRI. 'TIL 8 P.M,
TUES,, WED., SAT. 'TIL 5:30 P.M.

Now’s your

Tencape FRM Twmenpe WK q o DEUKEFIRMOR Tuincape EXTRA FIRM
$ Full ¢a. pe.$179 s Full, ca. pe. 4219 s Full. ca. pc. 3259 s Full, ea. pe. 3339
Quren, sct 399 1 Queen, sct 499 18 Queen, st 599 Queen, set 699
King. st 569 King. st 69 King. set 99 King. set 899
SALE ENDS AUGUST 14
Of Bloomfield Hiils
2800 N. WOODWARD 332-8348

Satuen of Piymouith D301 Ma
Satuen of Soathfleld 20929 Telexray
Satuim uf Try 180 by M
Satuem uf Wareen TS0 Conveation (1)

A DirrereNT KIND of CoMmraNY. A DirFeReNT Kinn of Car.

Were new
- Intown.

Weke very pleased to announce the opening of our newest Saturn showroom.
And wed like to invite you in for a visit—to show you some of the ways wefe trying
to change the automobile business. Its in the way we design our cars. And how
we build them. And most of all, how very dillerently we take care of our customers —
more like how youd treat a new neighbor. (Which we are, we guess.)

Naturs of Southgate 16600 Fort Sievet 132463300

iL Yy $13-0208000

1y Roaf A13-4783220
)

1 Mapletawn, ¥

atl ALAG4%4330
+ & Van Lyke 3149702000

ELECT!

FAN:iastic Prices
Starting at$ 7 5

While Supplies Last!

Uighiag Flatnes For Every Decor » Wiriag Sepplies and Light Bolbs

RICAL
CONSTRUCTION,INC. E

27400 W. 7 MLE R

QAD
LIVONIA, M 48152 ¢ (312) 434-2211

oM., TUIE, WED., AT, 30498
THURS., P, $.364 00




