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.|/ cause the players touch the ball

CC hockey coach
boasts experience -

ew Redford Catholic Central hockey coach
Gordon 8t. John wae talking the other day
over the phone about his coaching career,
which began, ironically enough, with another team
called the Shamrocks. ~
‘Turns out that one of his players on the 1959
AAA Junlor team which played in the old Detroit
Olympin League was Matt Mulcahy, who current-
1y conches at Livonia Stevenson.
~" Walt a minute, I thought.
. Muleahy. {s 49 years old. How old does that

‘|- makeSt. John? *

About 70? | ’

“No," loughed St. John. “Matt waa obout 17
and [ wag 28 or 24.”

St, John recently turned 56, and after mecting
him the other day over coffee and breakfast I

anyone half his age.
/ Mulcahy remembers St. John as an’ intense
/conch-who rewarded those who worked the hard-

est, -

He also rewarded those who skated the hardest.
Back then, ice time coat about $20 per practice,

according to Mulcahy, St. John would collect $1

per player prior to each practice; then, at the end
of each sesslon, those who won the last sprint race
would get the dollar back,
n{nlmhy usually went home with a dollar in his
ocket.

“Gordie would play those that worked the hard-
est, and I found that out early because I got a ton
of ice time from him," remembers Muleahy, “He's
my kind of conch.” R

- ~"St. John had two stints as an assistant coach at
CC under fired head coach Jack Gumbloton, In
between, he coached at Bloomfield Hills Cran-
brook, where he won a Class B champlonship,

St. John wasn't CC's first cholce, but it's no
ahame to be second behind Birmingham Brother
Rice conch Mike Brown, a CC graduats who chose
to stny at Rice. Brown has won a Class A champi-

- -onship at Rice and was successful before that at
South Lyon, Brown's practicea also are as smooth

“a8 the ice they're held on — just nsk samo of the

:state’s best coaches who walk into the Onk Park
Arena on occaslon to take notes on the way Brown
runs a practice,

St. John will ba a great addition at CC, and his

-job will be easler if some players would wake up

rand start playing high school hockoy inatead of
seeking more games and competition in tho Junfor

ior Midget ranks.

. It must hava killed former CC goalie Mike Brua-
seat to watch the Shamrocks get the headlinea
and march to the Class A final leat year when he
/was playing Midget hockey in a cold arena far
away in front of a handful of fans.

" /Livonta schools don't lose a5 many players to
Junior or Midget hockey, but it sure would be nice
to see Mulcahy's best player, goalie Daryl
Chamberlain, return as well.

- Ifthey even have sports in Livonia.

Waorld Cup instruction

Playors from the Michigan Hawks Girls Soccer
Club were among great company last weck,

_About 70 Hawks spent every day at Livonia's
Jayces Park getting instruction from former and
current. Women's National Team members, in-
cluding camp dircctor Linda Hamilton, It was ap-
propriately called the Michigan Hawks World Cup

Camp,

Hamilton, who lives in Farmington and plays
currently for tho Women's National Team,
brought in rotired teammate Carin Jennings-Ge-
barra and current tenmmates Sarah Rafenelli and
Saskia Wobber.

Another featured Instructor was Rogen Coyne, a
Stevenson graduats and formor Hawk who stars at
Notro Damp. s -t
- Hi \" who gradi d from the Us ity of
North'Carolina, had a couple notiéeablo wounds

-on herilmoes and got razzed throughout the week
about it by campers,

She got them while falling off In-line skates.

, “It's| amazing,” sald Hamiiton, a Michigan
! Hawk coach,/'I can play at the top level of the
+ world in ong sport and can't stand on my feet in

"
i 1

- Other d on fund, il '4-‘

found out he’s as organized and full of energy as

something else, It's been the object of discusslon
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As Pate Mantyla continues to take

tHo Farmington Hills Harrlson girls
baskotball program up the mountain
to respectability ‘and success, the
third-yéar conch has & new star to
lead the way.

The Hawks depended on the instdo
“play of Heather Hopkins last season.
But, with Hopkins having graduated,

Mantyla didn’t have to look far for

help.

Enter Carey Perkins, a three-year
starter at North Farmington. The
sentor transferred in Jonuary and has
developed Into Harrison'’s leader on
the court.

“Sho haa already been voted by the
team os the captain, and that saya a
lot," Mantyla caid.

Perkins is filling some big shoes.

kins, on All.Observerland per-
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The Farmington Hills Harrison girls basketball tenm

\| is minus former star Heather Hopkins, but the Hawks
. have four starters back and a quality transfer player to

replace Hopkins, With a solid lineup and bench, Her-

rison anticipates a good year.

taken to her,” Mantyla eald. “She's
been a great addition, She's a tiroless
worker who will get o acholarship to
play (in college) next season. The
only question is whero.”

Perkins was honored at two highly
visible camps this summer, Sho made
tho sweet 16 team at the Metro Index
Camp in Pennsylvenia and was
‘named to the all-star team at the
lc\:dlichlxun All-State Camp in Traverse

ty.

Four starters retum

Perkins will have plenty of help on
the court this scason, Senior Amanda
Ault, a 12-letter winner, will also play
post. Ault (6% points end 5% re-
bounds) Is very agile, pnases and re-
bounda well and is the trailer on the

former who now plays for Lake Supe-
rior State College, was a four.yeor
starter at Harrison and scored 1,358
points in her cateer, She led the team
last year with 16% points, T% re.
bounda and threa blocks per game.

“We'll definitely miss her,” Manty-
1a sald, “She was a great person to
conch. But we have a player now who
can take Heather's spot. Corey has fit
in fantastically. Heather was a
finesse player, but Carey is powerful.

*“Caroy 18 one of the best and most
physieal post players in the state. I
have never had someono with that
kind of size (6-foot-10) who can play
so physical and bang inside. She
should be the premiere post player in
the league.” y

Mantyla is aware of Perkine' ability
from coaching againat her the past
coupleyears, , | .

“We double-teamed her everytime
we faced her and tried to make some-
one else beat us,” Mantyla sald.
“When weo didn't doublesteam her,
she almost beat us.”

The rest of tho Hawks have had no
problem finding Perkins under the
bnlnkat in practice, according to Man-
tyle,

“The team loves her and has really

Company

Redford Catholic Central has
named Gordon St. John as its new

- Bob Santello sald. .

St. John replaces Jack Gumbleton,
whose conteact was not renewed after
coaching the Sham-
rocks the lest 16 years,
8t. John, 56, was an as-
sistant coach under,
Gumbleton for several
years at CC (including]
1991-92) and he also

Cranbrook. St. John
8t. John, born and raised in Hart~

ford, Conn., won & state champlon-

ship at Cranbrook in 1888, He started

tho Country Day program in 1961 and .

also has a wealth of cxperience as a

hockey coach, CC athletic director *

y break, la calls Aulta
“igreat complement to Corey."”

Junlor Krista Snow, an all-division
winger, led the Hawks in asaists last
soason in addition to aversging 11%4
points and 6% rebounds.

“Sho moved last season from the
post to the perimeter,” Mantyla said.
“She's one of our big gune. She can
acoro from many different ways. She
can post the person covering her or
score off the dribble.” .

Snow started slowly last year, as
she was hobbled by a severe ankle
sprain, This season, she is playing in
practice with a cast protecting a bro-
ken bone in her left hand, but should
ba ready when the Hawks open their
season Thursdey hosting Brighton.

Also returning at wing Is junior
Etin Lacosse, the team's leading free
throw shooter. Lacosso and several
other Howks apent the summer play-
ing In tournaments, camps and
lengues,

“Erin blossomed this summer,”
Mantyla said. “She has the skills.
She ia a very good shooter and can
create her own shot. She's becoming
more confident and that is her key.
The mora confident she gots, the

Boe HAWKS, 2C

Hawks eye successful hoop season
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Hawk veteran: Kelly Lacosse is one of the key returning play- "
ers on the Harrison girls basketball team, which hopes to im-

prove its 12-9 record,

CEO takes hockey post at CC

coach at the Junior and Midget lev-

ola,

“Gordla fita the profile of the kind
of coach we're looking for,” said San-
tello, who had about 20 spplicants,
“He knows tho school, the tradition
apd will work out real well, After the
many meetings we had, he's already
starting to go to work. He touched all
the bases he needed to touch.”

St.'John, who is chief executive of-
ficer of Bosquett & Co. General Insur-
anco in Detroit, doesn’t look forward

- tomuch free time,

“It'll be hockey and business for

mo the next nine months and nothing -th
else,” he paid, “I've always thought *

really highly of the school, t.l.svy play

of the Marine Corps. As CEO of a
large corporation, organization also is
a priority, he sald.

Shortly after being offered the CC
job, St. John said he wrote letters and
sent an off-ice training program to all
prospective CC players.

“I defined what I thought were rea-
sonable goals,” he said. “I'm highly
disciplined and believe In devaloping
the basic skills and capitalizing on
our strengths, I'm death on .dumb
hockey. At the high school lovel, the
lack of skills and not good thinking
causes more losses than anything in

8 game.” .

CC reached the Class A final last
year before losing to Alpena. ‘The
8 ks lose players most years to

by the rules, y
of the kida and put hockey in perspec-
tivo with the rest of life.”

St, John played hockey and gradu-
ated from Colby College in Maine and
also learned discipline as a member

i
_Junior or Midget hockey. teams but

St. John said he already has gotten n

commitment. from star forward Jon

Heady to return for his senior ysar.
Hoalso {s waiting to hear about for-

ward Frank Novock's plans and
whether goalkeeper Mike Brussesu
will return after skipping last year to
play Midget hockey.

“Change Is difficult for some peo-
ple," St. John eaid. “I just try to
make It as positive and exciting as
you can"and hope you'll attract some

players.”
St. John said he has gotten to know
. alot of colloge coaches over the years,
including several on the East Coast,
and while at Cranbrook he started a
tradition of writing college coaches
and encoursging them to come watch
his playera. He plana ‘on doing the
same at CC. - .
“Not everybody is able to play Di-
viston I, some will play Division III,"”
he aaid, “It's real important to placaa
kid in o situation where he's capable
of performing. That's a function of &
-I:doic}.a and it’s critical in helping a

Sports funding ‘subj"eﬁcft of cablé p;*dgramﬁ'-. |
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1€ you're at all concerned ebout .tha state of high |
school financing — specifically regarding ipnrg -~

atay tuned:
{MHSAA) is staging &

ple so that they can make more intelligent decl- -
glonom, n'.gi:pomn:.'f hoeald.: . <
will originate from the atu-

dl::';l :{l‘d'l'CI_Cablwh!nn in East Laneing and will

tuned. A
- The Michigan High Sshool l.‘\tkletlc Association '

The teleconference

i

. " ence titled “Future Funding for Schoal Athlatles"
.Tho teleconforence waa sct up to addreas queations

the growing financial problems facing .

- regarding
.  stata high school athletic programs,

The_teleconference, . which will be ch'rrlac’l un

on-4 ‘games played on smaller flelds, and even a
game of tag on Thursday night that amazingly got
players from agea 11-17 happlly involved. .
Hemilton said 4-on-4 games are worthwhile be-
more times than
an'averago game of 11-on-11, 1t's been proven that
aome plagérs touch the ball only a total of three to
fodr minutes in a 90-mlnute game, shoe sald. .
+."#All the coaches maka it fun,” sald Angle 8ijla,

‘|7 who will be_p feshman at Stevenson In the fall.

*"We're lucky to have them hero.”.
e luckyto have them bere”.

I L

' scrambled on PASS by a number of cable atatlon
throughout ths ntat?,'lln froin 1-4.p.m, "l\:why

ug.

aports fana — should be’aware of,’ ac 3
Norm Quinn,'director of Lealth, education'and af

letics In Rloomfleld Hills, - .

AR I
“Anyone who's intereated in'the (ln’inlé‘in;‘lnd
funding of public schools and the whole tax:[dsue

should bo attuned to
“From rolo as an

Wi
rarid Raplds, will be
“The second hour is;

{on in front of a amall studio audience.
- TThe panel members include Jack Roberts,
tive director, MHSAA; Anne Johnson, conaulfant,
physical oducation:and athletics,

; queation-and-answer
mat .where selocted audience membera will ask

, execu-

Lansing Public’

director of athletis T

kamp, director of ethletics for Troy Public Schools,
and Jerry Murphy, assistant football coach and
boys tennis coach at Rochester High School, will ba
audience membera from the Observer & Eccentric

° coverago area. e

.. "1 just think this is an excellent idea. The objec.
tive is to attempt to communieats the various im-
plications of future funding to the public,” said
Quinn. “Thia s :important.. The implications of

hlatics. ... . .
ho value of high achoo)

sports, but the general populace doesn’t know what |

thietic r, Novi ty Schools; and " the value really Is. It's been proven that peopls In-

bert: Laan, , Governmental Con- volved in high school sports generally experience a

ultants Inc,, Lanaing. . of success Jatarin life. .. sl
‘don't foel that we've done'a great fob of selling -

‘product (prep'athletics) to the publle,” he sald,
t's unfortunata that we have to do it unde;
1 situation, but better late than never.”. . .
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this program,”. ‘l'ugd.'_Q‘uInn.
n t

you can bring lpfomntltm, b,

nt of

—The; wiil consist of Varioud ach
ministmtors, coaches, bookter club representati:
end student/athletes.: Quinn, alony’ wr‘

- questions,;and MHSAA\meriber, school dminfs- - © The -cable {os:from the O&E
trators who have pre-reg! d for th f * ctvernge atea are scheduled to carry the program:
will call i on 8 toll-free taleplione pumt TCI Cablevision (Channel, 63), . Auburn Hills;

Bpolh Communications (Channel ?), Beverly Hll!f.
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