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It’s difficult to avoid auto racing in France

I once thought
soceer or cyling
would be labeled
as the national
pasttime  of
France,
like football is
the “American
posttime,” Not
that every Amer.
, lmngu nlfoolbn:l

— ey fan, but it's typi-

KAREN cnll'
ly considered
__MARTINEK 19" Al Ameri-
can sport,” Simi-
tarly, I belleved that either soccer
or cycling would be the French
pasaion, but once again I was

LIVING
ABROAD

wrong.

I've discovered that tho nation-
al pasttime here is auto racing,
and it's not juat limited to the cir-
cuit or Formula I racce, Rather, it
1s an overyday activity, practiced
by everyane In France — young
and old, on every street, auto
route and alleyway in the country.
“Whether on motorcyclo, In a
car, or behind tho wheol of a semi-
truck, everyone here thinks they
are Alain Proat (tho French Marlo
Andretti) or at least ono of his
distant relatives. And overy nar-
row, winding, trec.lined, city or

street becomes a race track
on which the object of the course
is to outapeed, outmancuver and
intimidate overy other driver on
the rond while alamming on your
brakes ot tho ultimate last second
to ovoid collislons with trees,
building, pedestrians, cycliste
and other vehiclos,

At first I was falsoly led to be-
leve that it only eeemed liko the

* French were reckloss drivers, Af-
ter all, tho cara here are smaller
— the Ford Feativa belng an aver-
aged sized car — and tho roads
are narrower and curve continu-
ously through the mountains,
fields, and villages that fill the
French countryside. These factors
may make tho speed of the car
ieem greator than it actually {s.

And speedlng is not a new con-
copt for me, I've been on the 696
freeway dolng 70 miles per hour
(my Tempo starts to shake un-
mntmllahly after 70 miles per
hour) and have been passed by a
blur] take to be another car. Nev-
ertheless, the €96 Is a freeway
without intersections, cyclists or
90 degree tums appedring from
nowhere like French roads, Thus,
traveling at-a-speed equivalent to
& car on the 696 hore ia a suicide
mission, Yet this does not ecem to
stop the French motorist from at-
tempting to break the sound bar.
rier in botween towns.

The Fronch govemnment ac-
knowledges that reckless driving
is o problem and has taken steps
to decrease it on the ronds. Ac-
tions auch ns Improving the auto
routes, setting speed limits, on-
forcing seatbolt laws and passing
‘atricter drinking and driving laws
have markedly decreased tho an-
nual number of accidents on the
‘rond. According to Quid, a statis-
tical book published yearly in
France, in 1991 thero were 148,890
car accidents in wplch peoplo

-Audience sought

Channel 60 is secking audience
membera for the show “Straight
Talk.”

Just show up at thoe taping, &
p.m, Friday, Aug,. 27, 26905 W, 11
Mile Road, Southfield.

The topic will be gun control.
ﬂ 355-7089 for reservations.

much .

were Injured, which s roughly
half the number of such accidenta
in 1872, Thus the changes aro
working. Yet speed is atill tho ma-
jor cause of accidents in France
and desplte offorts to curb it, it is
still a problem.

As of yet, ] am unable to deter-
mine tho role of the police in the
scheme to curb speeding.
are plenty of them on the roads
now because ft {a summer vaca-
tion natlonwide which means an

increaso In the number of people
and accldonts on the roads. Thelr
intention, however, doesn’t seom
to bo to catch speeders becauso
they're not hiding, like the South-
fiold pollco do on tho sido streets
along Beech road.

Rather, they're Amndlng on
streat cornora or elong the road,
checking to make suro people aro
wearing thelr seatbolts, Here,
when somoeone yells “fiiel” (cop),
it’s not to warn the driver to alow

down, but to start everyone in the
car scrambling to fasten thoir
seatbelts, Slowing down s not a
problem since there Is generally a
traffic jam in front of the sta.
tioned polico as a result of soate
belt alerts. Thus, the police never
8oe anyono apeeding. And I guess
if they don't seo the person get-
ting his or her car air-borne off
the speed bumps In town, it jsn't
a problem.

After hnving had my first driv-

ing lcsson, I have a now rospect
for the maneuvers of which
French drivers are capable. I,
mysclf, am still trying to master
the manual changing of goars —
something I ahould have learned
while in the atates, Recelving
driving instructions in French
only complicates matters, espe-
clally when I confusa the words
for brake, accelerator and clutch.
Despito my i Fronch

Thoy can change gears, weave in
and out of traffic and swerve
around cars parked in the street
while calmly illuminating a ciga-

rette, .
Karen Martinek was born and

_raised in Southfield and graduat-.

ed from Marian High School in
Bloomfield Township. She is
working as a panny for 6 year in
the south of France and writes an
! column comparing life

drivers pre phased by nothing.

there with our suburbs.
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SELECTED FURNITURE

(LMNG ROOM, DINING ROOM, AND BEDROOM FURNITURE}

TAKE AN
* ADDITIONAL

10% 10 30% OFF

OUR CLEARANCE PRICE

isiest weay for bargain hunters
to spot their savings.

JUST LOOK FOR OUR "MANAGER'’S SPECIAL"
TAGS. THEY REPRESENT ADDITIONAL SAVINGS OF
10% TO 40% OFF QUR CLEARANCE PRICES ON
SELECTED FURNITURE AND APPLIANCES FOR
YOUR HOME. SO STOP BY FOR SOME GREAT
DEALS AND REMEMBER, WE'RE THE KIND OF
STORE THAT KEEPS BARGAIN HUNTERS SMILING
LONG AFTER THE SALE IS OVER.

sneak Preview...
SELECTED APPLIANCES

(WASHERS, DRYERS, RANGES AND REFRIGERATORS)

" TAKE AN

» ADDITIONAL

2_0% to

40% OFF

OUR CLEARANCE PRICE

IT'S JUST

POSSIBLE
| YouvE
| READ THIS

PAPER
BEFORE.

Because this newspoper
uses recycled newsprint
whenever it can,

:|; Recycied newsprint Is just
-one of many useful
products made from old

‘[-newspapers. Recycling
‘keeps the newspaper
‘Lyou're reading from the
fandfill. And It helps us all
o save money. So, after
youread, recycle.

- And we'll do our part,

" ‘We'll se It agaln,

L o/
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Read.

Then Recycle.

ITEMS ADVERTISED ARE READILY AVAILABLE FOR SALE

PRICES GOOD

AUGUST 26 THRU AUGUST 29, 1993

SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET

12001 SEARS AVE.
LIVONIA

1 MILE WEST OF MIDDLEBELT
OFF PLYMOUTH ROAD

PHONE: 422-5700

Tho Sears Outlet Store Is a central clnarlng
houge for fumiture anc:l appllances from Sears
loor

ratail storos. Ri

in transit, f-

Kind Iteims aro

dally

prior sales.

and offered at tremendous savings. Quantiiles
are limited, so hurry! All Items are nubj«ct to

NEW SPRING-AIR
FIRM BEDDING
ON SALE -
TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

10% orr

OUR CLEARANCE PRICES
-IN STOCK CONDITION ;.

LIMITED QUANTIﬂES

.. CLEARANCE PRICE OFF PRICE
TWIN SET #74612 $199% - $179%
TWIN MATTRESS #74100 . BO™ 80%
TWIN BOX #74003 [ 80~
TWIN MATT. WITH BOARD #74200$128%  $116%
FULL SET #74814 _s299%.  $269%
FULL MATTRESS #74304 $1a9~  $134%
FULL BOX #74004 ' stog™ . 98®
QUEEN SET-#74660 $359% " $323%

OUR EVERYDAY NOW: 10%

S
PREVIOUSLY SELECTED MERCHANDISE NO‘I‘ INCI.UDED * LIMI‘I'ED STYI.ES, QUANTITIES AND MODELS
Merchandise selection consists of new, used, recondltloned and' damaged merchandlse.

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

MON -FRI. 10 00 AM.TO 9.00 P. M., SAT. 10 00 A.M. T O 7.00 P M., SUNDAY 12 00 NOON TO 5.00 P.M
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