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POINTS OF VIEW —

Education values, drug stance provoke opponents;

oy, did my July 26 column advo-
B cating drug legalization ever det-
onate the hot buttons! I was
flooded with calls, both pro and con,
including an invitation to appear on
 WXYT'a David Newman show, The
Newman call-ins who agreed with me
: surprielngly outnumbered the opposi-
tion three to one,

1 even got a call at home from Kurt
Weber of Portland, Oregon's Cascade
Pdlicy Institute (602-242-0300) be-
cause someone from Westland had
sent him o copy of the column, Weber
drculnmd it to several other national
groups that support my stance.

TPhat column was also used as a ploy
byt the conglomerate of conservative
critica to scare a certain local school
baard out of appointing me to one of its
miently-vacated seats, This board in-
clitded some of the same members who
sdigtanced” thomselves from my Janu-
ary 1990 educational planning booklet
“Telford’s Teleacope”, wherein I had

expressed sentiments similar to those .
in my column.

These sentiments wore shared at the
time by no less a conservative than
George Schultz, Ronald Reagan's sec-
retary of state.

Despite my 35 years in education
and the scores of exemplary programs
instituted during my seven years as
that board's assistant superintendent
of schools, all of the board, except one
courageous member named Julie Zbo-
ril, claimed theoy couldn't appoint me
because I was “too controversial.”
{Translation: too liberal.) This paat
June, I had narrowly missed being
elected to that board, but this narrow
miss was because of my multi-cultural
and values education initintives during
those seven years, rather than due to
my views on drugs,

Ironically, most of the board sup-

ported my candidacy in June.

My multi.culturalism and values ed-
ucation had nothing to do with my lib-

]Ford holds forth as

An envltonmentallst~ Congressman William Ford, D- Taylor, some-
imes shows his other side as a thoughtful environmentalist, claims

dolumnist Jeff Counts.

M1t was Atexander Hamil-
ton who wamed, ‘The peo-
ple are always most In dan-
ger when the means of In-
Juring thelr rights aro
possessed by those In
whom they entertaln the
least suspiclon.”

a real environmentalist

hilo many congressmen spent
their summer breaks politick-

w ing, U.S. Rep. Bill Ford, D-

Taylor, hed dlﬂ'crent fish to fry.

To be exact, it was elusive tiger
muskie in Ford Lake near Ypsilanti.
Ford is mostly known to his constitu-
ents in the 13th Congressional District
a8 the congresaman who helps com-
munities get new post offices; however,
he’s an avid sportsman who knows how
to handle fishing rods and shotguns.

Dunngn recent interview, thera was
a gleam in the eye of the pipe-smoking
Democrat when talking about his re-
cent days fishing on Ford Lake for that
muskie.

“My brother kecps tcllmg me they're
out thereand 1 kecp trying. He's a bat.-
ter fisherman; ho's out there more,” he
said, when asked if he was successful.
“We did get some bass, though.”

Just knowing that Ford is a sports-
man makes me feel good about having
him represent weatern Wuynn County.
There are things more important than
the national deficit, fishing and hunt-
ing.

But there are some serious benefits

erallsm, They had to do with what's
right. And let me state for the ump-
teonth time: Despite my eritice’ impli-
cations to the contrary, 1 am unalter-

.

Ficano's rationale would permit eve=%t
ry house in the country to be searched, i
without warrant simply because evon&
one was belng treated the same. It wu&"',

$lton who warned, "“Tho ¢

ably opposed to minora' i ing in-
toxicants — legal or illegal.

1 suggest that wo try legalizing drugs
for adults ( with p

pcoplo are always most in dnnxer when'™*
the means of injuring their rights arc *07
d by those in whom they en- 53

tive education and rohabilitative treat-
ment) only because — as with Prohibi-
tion In the 19208 — none of aur expen-,
sivo attempts o stop the lucrative and
murderous drug trade have worked

Tho CPIl's Weber claims in his arti-
cle, “The War on Liberty,” that the
drug war is indeed becoming a war on
civil liberty.

“Michigan,” he writes, “Is now rid-
ing tho liberty-bashing bandwagon.
Weyne Cuunty Sheriff Robert Ficano

d a traffic check-lane pro-
gram for drugs . . . and held that (it)
didn't violate the Fourth Amendment
becauao all cars were being stopped —

not just a random few."

to having a sportaman in Congress.
Thc)' have a natural ufﬁmty for the en-

t, the serious
not the one concocted by the Sierra
Club.

Ford is aware firsthand of the effect
of pollution on the Great Lakes. He
spends time fishing for lake trout in
Lake Michigan off of Leland, near
Traverse City.

Ho cven has a recipe for smoked lake
trout. “You've got to cut that layer of
fat from the belly before you smoke
them.”

But Ford doesn’t lhmt his angling
activities tn Mlchlgnn. he 's also an ac-

lished east const fi ply-
ing the waters of Chesapeake Bay in
search of bluefish.
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“You've got to watch for the gulls,
thag‘n where you'll find the blucs,” he
sai

Ford talks with passion about the
bay and its complex region, part fresh-
water and part saltwater. Also, it's con-
trolled by both Maryland and Vlrglmu

"“They've got a fishing dispute there
that makes our Indian fishing dispute
seem simple, Virginia has banned com-
mercial fishing for the striper bass,
while Maryland hasn't,” he said, add-
mg‘ “Telling some of those folks' they
can't fish is like telling people in the
ldlppcr Peninsula they can’t poach

eer."

tertain the least suspicion.” .

‘Weber concludes, It may sound s
scary to support drug legalization, butse
the resulta are that the samo eituntlerrxm
applied and reapplied since the pas- .7
sage of the Harridon Act of 1914 is 8 um-
failure. Attompting to suppress drug 337
usage has created more problems than--.
it has solved. Now is the tlme tolegals
ize America's illicit drugs,” 4

I concur,

John Telford, a Rochester Hills resi-
dent, most recenlly wag assistant su-
penrmmdent in the Rochester School
District, He previously was executive
director for secondary education in the
Plymouth Canton district.

Ford said that upon his return to
Washington, D.C., after the August
congressional brealx he would head to
his cottage on the Cheelpeuke fora
weekend of dove hunting.

It's no wonder Michigan doesn't
have a dove season, It's been proposed,
but rej

Anyway, them 's another bonefit to
having a congressman who knows his
way around a shotgun. It’s gun control.
Banning assault rifles is one thing, but
cven the National Rifle Association
was a bit confused about one picce of
legislation that Ford said would have
banned most of the seminutomatic
shotguns in his gun case,

“1 could help write legislation to do
that without banning shotguns,” he
said.

QOutdoing & Texas
‘There are always plenty of stories’
about how one congressman outfoxes
another on the Houae floor, but Ford
has one story about telling better fish
stories than a Texas congressman.

It seems Ford was with a certain
Texan, fishing for ateelhead on the
Manistee River, when Ford started
telling storics about past large catches.
The Texan was aware that folks from
his state tend to be scen as people who
can stretch the size of a fish by more
than a couple of inches, perhaps as
many as 12.

Anyway, at an appropriate pauso in
Ford's large fish tale, the Texan said:
“You boys from Michigan can sure out-
do us Texans on telling those fish sto-
ries.”

And those stories are the ﬂip side of §
Bill Ford.

Jeff Counts is the editor of the Plym-
outh and Canton Observer newspapers,
who finds fishing stories more interest-
ing than inside-Washington tales. He
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can be reached at 459-2700.
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LET'S GET AMERICA WORKING!

WE'RE SALUTING THE AMERICAN WORKER WITH A SPECIAL

Two Days for the Price of One Sale!
When you place a Help Wanted Display* Advartisement
(C[assmcalion #500-523), your ad will be repeated in the next
issue at absolutely no charge to you! .
Here Is your opportunity to reach more than ane quaner
million adult readers—thia finest: suburban market in
Michigan—at a substantial sewngsl But hurry, thls offer is good
only through Thursday, September 30, 1993 .
Our staif of experienced professionals will assistyouin
designing an ad that will atiract the hlghly quehhed peoplein
our circulation area.
*minimum 2x2'4" display ad
TO FAX YOUR ADVERTISEMENT:
{313) 953-2232 X
Call 24 Hours A Day
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