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F1rTY CENTS

Top volunteer: Mike Durkee, an
82-year-old Farmington Hills resi-
dent who helps feed the needy, was
honored for his good deeds. /11A

Troubled trall: Plans for a trail
through the commons area of a
Farmington Hills subdivision have
led to a spirited debate. /13A

Togetherness: Detroit City
Council President Maryann
Mahaffey tells a suburban senior
women’s club that more coopera-
tion is needed between city and
suburb. /5A

s ottt

iR
Be our guest: Guest columnists
have livened up the Observer’s
Points of View pages. There’s al-
ways room for more. /14A

More on state and

schools: Guest columnist David
York says we should stand up to
state legislators. /18A

A AT et

Cross country: Farmington’s four
girls teams expect to be competi-
tive, if not championship contend-
ers. /1B

Glrls basketball: Farmington’s

public school teams resumed play
Tuesday with non-league games.

/1B
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Movie review: “Kalifornia” is an
exciting suspense thriller with
plenty of energy. /68 :

u.

Publisher’s escort: Farmington
Hills resident Shirley Carp escorts
visiting authors, includingCalifor-
nig resident Naomi Ej el, who is
%f%mally from West Bloomfield.
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By LARRY O'CONNOR
BTAFY WRITZR

Membera of the Farmington Board
of Education think thoy've found a
bettor way to do business,

Instead of two mectings a month,
the board agreed Tuesdsy to try and
only have one — with a second Infor-
mal gathering focusing on & single
subject,

oard tries town hall s
The Farmington Board of Education has decided to
restructure its meeting format. A single subject will

be the focus of the second meeting of a month, anda
town hall setting will be attempted.

The second mesting would take on
moro of & town hall setting.

Tho now format kicks off 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 21. State Rep. Jan
Dolan will discuss school finance.

The restructuring elso calls for
mare use of the board's three-member
committees, which could visit sites
where Issues would be discussed with
the community. The committees

would then report during the regular
board meetinga.
“We all ize that educath

Durban Comvrancatons Corponon

ing

‘That's been a complaint, especially
with people who've brought issuca
such aa Wooddale parking Jot and

and the way the board and the com-
munity does business Is changing
dramstically,” president Cathleen
Wobb sald. “As & board, we feel we
need to be responsive to that change.”

At this point, the change s experi-
mental. Board members believe,
though, it will allow for more discus-
slon and better understanding of edu-
catlon {ssues such as finance, .

More 50, such an open-ended meot-
ing would make the board moro nc-
cessiblo to the community.

transportation eafety before the board
during regular meetings,

A similar format, though, was at-
tompted under former Superintend.
ent Graham Lewis,

For that reason, trustes R. Jack
Inch is not sold. Inch sald he's con-
cerned thore wouldn't be enough time
to complote board business,

“It's been my cxperience on the
bonrd {s the reason we have two meot-
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BY LARRY O'CONNOR
STAFY WRITRR

The Farmington Downtown Davel-
opment Authority is considering a
plan to maintain what it's already ac-
complished with a special assess
ment.

With the state’s rocent school prop-
erty tax cut, tho DDA loses 60 percont

Clty shops for n

of its tax rove-

nue. Bottom line: tho authority o
to replace a projected $125,000 loss
from & $210,000 1994-85 budget.

The Farmington DDA Is looking to
pass an ordinance under the state's
Shopping Area Redevelopment Act of
1860, which allows for a special tax
assessment on ‘commarcial’ property

in a pri 1 shopping district for
maintenance and upkeep.

Already, there is a 2.mill levy on
businesaes and residences in the dis-
trict; a mill ia $1 of tax per $1,000 of
assessed property value, This pro-
posed specinl assessment would also
be translated into a mill numbor,

‘What that number will be is uncer-

tain at this point,
“It’a too eatly to tell,” sald Farm-
,ington city manager . Lauhoff,
whaose office will work with the DDA
to draw up the ordinance.
Such an ect needs approval by the
city council and requlres public hear-
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'S HOWT0 REACH US

That shoutd ‘cover’ it

A national makeup artist for Cover Girl Cosmet-
tcs, BJ. Gillian, will bo on hand at several De-  ~

Memory Lane
From tho Sept. 10, 1953, edition of the Farming-
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troit-nrea F&M stores — including the one at
31005 Orchard Lako Road In Farmington Hills to
porform makcovera and disclose some of hia
coametic application sccrota.

Glllian, former model and beauty editor for the
German edition of Harper's Bazaar, will ba at the
Farmington Hills F&M 1:30-3:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, Sept. 11. e .

Your vote counts :

" “My Vote Counts,” a Jocal cabla TV series

. slon's Channiel 12 at B p.m, the first and third
ursday, and

‘Wednesdays, 2 p.m. every Th Fridays
| byviewer request (call Mary Conway at 553.7308),

 sented. Host Shelloy Paros will intarview Kath:

tutlon In 1820, which allowed women to vote, Host

. . Theacties Is designed and presented byt-ha :
\ focusing on voting, may be viswed on MetroVi-.. ~ | Hills Committes to I
*| Participatlo :

FARMINGTON FOCUS

o . N t .
During September, gencral information regard-
Ing clections and voter registration will be pre- .
Dornan, Farmington Hills city clerk. -
October's show will feature an Interview with.
dramatizatlona and [nformation about the ratifl-
catlon of the 19th-Amendment to the U.S, Consti-

will be Julieann Hovanesian. .

Voter .,

Opinlons and reactions to the shows are encour-
eged, Call 474.3770, - S :

ton Enterprise: . .

A Classes at Our Lady of Sorrows School opened
Sept. 8 with a record enrollmont -~ 700 atudents,
more than 100 over last year's figure — parish offi-
cials announced. Thirteen sisters and two lay
teachers handled the clasaes, and 15 classrooms
werelnuss, . ° c

B A new traffic light at Grand River and Middle-
belt Road and cool weather were crodited with the

1ack of traffic jams in downtown Farmington over

the Labor Day weekend.

Itéma for Farmington Focus may be mailed to

* | the Farmington Observer, 21898 Farmington Rood,

Farmington 48336; dropped off ot the newspoper

| office; or faxed to 477-9722.
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