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ct changes

everal personnel changes
have been made recently at
Contract Interiors, South-
fiold. Joan Griffin has joined the off-
Ico Interlors firm as senior project
designor for the design and facility
WX sorvices group.
Griffin Three project designers also have
been hired, They include Laura
Weller of Farmington Hills and Janice Barr Mies
for the design end facility services group; and Kate
Stewart of Plymouth for the recycled office Interi-
ors division.

Christine Lints has been pro-
moted to account executive for tho
health care services group, Eric
Moyers and Ray Davis have been
named nccount executives for the
businesa development group, Teresn
Jarratt joins the floor covering group
68 an account executive,
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Meyars Davls
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l Vert to Argos
i

: ayne E. Vert of Birmingham has been
W named director of commercial facilities
. at the Argos Group, Southfield, Ho s a
former projoct manager at Etkin Construction. Ar-
- gos 16 n wholly owned subsidiary of Barton Malow
Co,
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1 While concrete basements
still rule the roost, wood has
@ vocal contingent of back-" .
ers lauding its strengths.
BY CHRis MCCOSKY
ETA‘Y' ‘wurrze i

Jim Naowrot has nothing to gain by '
pushing . the virtues of wood base.
menfs and foundations. Although tho

Livonian has built 180 of them in the
past, he no lnng!_:r makes his living as

From the bottom up: Carpenters begin at the beginning by preparing the

Gomg underground with wood

& builder. :

He teaches people how to !;gxild
now. Nawrot is the person to answer

- this. queation: Can you think of any-:
- thing bad about wood basements? In -
. anything that makes them dan- -

thers
gerous, unsafe of otherwise unattrac.
tive to perapectlve houss builders?
“No,” Nawrot sald after several
mt;;n&u qfnﬂactlon:r- e
ey rot or warp' e
“No,”" he sald, ““Water-soaked
ground has no il effoct on thom.”

‘Arethoydry? . o

“Complotely. Just like any room in
tho house. There {a no dnmpness or
mustiness liko you get in concreto
basements.””” .

- Are they sofe and strong?

“Yea,- Thoy . are completely engi-

.neored and designed, and there is no

settling or racking with wood founda-
tione.'And I truly believe the wood is
stronger because it's pliable and-haa
movement, Experts say thoy will last
at least 120 years."” .

wood basement foundation.

Aro they moro expensive to build?

“No, thoy are easier and quicker to

* build and the cost is about the shme.
Studies have shown that houses with

wood foundations cost about 35 per-

cent less in heating costs than the

concrete ones, And with concrete, you

have to figure about an extra $2,000-

$4,000 to_ prepare it for finishing.

'Wooil basements are ready to finish.”
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