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POINTS OF VIEW

eace dawns in Mideast” was the

headline staring up at me Friday
. from the breakfast-room table.

1 thought it would icli i
For the past two weeks, I had been tra-
velling the small state of Ieracl (it's
one-fourth the land size of Michigan)
from the Mediterranean to the Jordan
River, from the Negov to the Golan as
part of a group of Humanistic Jows,

It had never been either my hus-
band's or my dream to go to Isracl. It
was just that Huntington Woods resi-
dent Connfo Wolberg was planninga
one-of-a-kind trip through the Interna-
tional Federation of the Society of
Humanistic Jews — and we thought it
might provide one of the more ecumen-
ical opportunitios o go.

‘Aa we stoed overlooking Jerusalem
from Zion Hill on our arrival date, Aug.
26, we had no idea that peace was at
hand. In a group which included David
and Esther Littman from Bloomfield
Hills, and Jim Harley and Yolenda
Cohen from Southficld, we were just
ane mare group of “pilgrims" — be
they Jew, Moslem or Christian — jour-
neying to their religion’s birthplace.

Three days later, Avaer Regev, a for-
mer Israeli intelligence expert who's in
Jine to chair a major peace group, told
us we were in Israel during the most
historic time since the declaration of
statehood in 1948.

He was positive that the mutual rec-
ognition agreement between Israel and
the Paleatine Liberation Organization
wiig imminent. And the newspapers
saon confirmed his statement — some
ofthem, such as the Jerusalem Post,
more reluctantly than others.

“*It put a different slont on our travels.
A we walked through Jerusalem’s Old
Clty, divided up into Jewish, Christian,
Moslem and Armenian quarters, spoke
with representatives of Arab groups
such as the Druze and Bedouins —
who are already Israeli citizens —
stayed at an Arab-Jewish Peace Village
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize
and visited with Josef Abas, at Kib-

‘Pilgrims’ journey to s

butz Misgav-Am directly on the Isracl-
Lebanon border, we aensed the excite-
ment.

And as wo saw how the young state
of Isracl is capturing the desert and
turning it into a garden, building new
cities to house the recent wave of Rus-
sian immigrants, and harnessing the
salty waters of the Dead Sea for profit,
we thought that they might now help
their former enemices to do the same.
(They are already building economic
bridges with Jordan.}

Syrian border.

Bunker hill: Surrounded by well-marked, but live mine fields,
Connie Wolberg (foreground) and Esther Littman (far right,

Although we were in Tel Avivona
night of demonstrations, they had to be
extremely limited sinco we saw no un-
reat at all. The young peoplo at the all.
Israeli (except for us) night club were
much more interested in socializing
and the music.

On a evening cruiso on the Sea of
Galilee, a busload of Romanian young
people to whom the Isracli government
was giving a free tour of the country, in
hope of luring some of them to emi-
grate, were visibly having a good time.

he woman on the phone was an-
gry. “Why should a plumber

' make more than a teacher?” sho
asked in an indignant manner.

i My first reaction was to ask tho
woman if she had ever trled to get a

Elumbor to even como out to look at

ob and much less do it. Anybody who
a8 over gotton any plumbing work

tone realizes that a plumber is
herder to find than a math teacher.
T And that's the reason thoy make
Inore monoy than a teacher. It's &imple
economics, .
¥ 'The call came during the most recent
trisia in the Plymouth Canton schools
tluring which teachors wore asked to
take a 3 percent pay frecze. Tho teach-
ora accopted it.

= The woman's question kept echoing

For the children: Youngsters play on a plot of playground in the
puh’tical persuasions are determined Jerusalem will remain governed by Israel.

through my head during, appropriately
enough, tho Labor Day weekend, It
wasn't the first such bluo collar bash-
ing that I've heard in our suburbs.

Earlior this year, a banker at a ser-
vico club meeting complained toa
speaker from an auto firm that the
banker had just dono & loan for a fork
1ift driver who made $48,000 o year.

Tho banker wanted the auto cxecu-
tive to share in the outrago over the
large salory. My instinct was to ques-
tion the banker's annity. Let's face it, if
that fork }ift drivor wasn't making
enough money to buy a house, Mr. .-
Three-Pieco Blue Suit wouldn't be
working.

To me that incident said it all. Being
blue collar and making onough money

0ld City's Jewish Quarter. Israelis of all

Blue collar bashing hammers

W Anybody who has ever
gotten any plumbing work
done realizes that a good
plumber Is harder to find
than a math teacher.

hores of peace

Contrary to the idea that they can not
settlo the numbers of Russian Jews,
tho g tis Ny aalt

mora people.

Another myth, judging from the peo-
plo we talked with, is that givingup the
Gaza and Jordan will eventually lead
to giving up Jerusalem, Jerusalem will
never be anything but Isracli was what
we heard from the right, loft and mid-
dle. And most also scoffed at the idca
of making the Old City into a kind of
international Vatican.

1 was atruck at the care that Israel

area residents Ed Berne (Tigers hat),
front) sit in front of a bunker near the

has taken to excavato ruins dating as
far back as 2600 B.C., as well as the
care thoy take of their present-day chil-
dren. In o country whose infrastructure
is very much in its infancy, thoy have
cultivated imeginative parks and play-
grounds,

In fact all people — young and old —
congregate on the beaches of Tel Aviv,

* on Ben Yohuda Street in Jerusalem,

and on the promenade above Haifa
Bay. Neither are separated out from
the rest of society, as we tend to do in
what we consider our more developed
country.

As g Jew, I found the presence of the
soldiora in Israel comforting, rather
than scary. But I hope the military ins-
tallations ail along the Golan, which
soar above tho bunkers and live mine
ficlds from past wars, may now bo used
to make peace not just keep it.

So, no, sceing that headline “Peace
dawns in Mideast” waen't anticlimac-
tic. It was the perfect ending to an his-
toric trip, and the perfect beginning to
the new Jewish year.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor for the Oakland Coun-
ty editions of the Observer & Eccen tric,

Military
cemetery:
Israelis hope
the steps
toward peace
mean no
additions to
Mt. Herzlin
Jerusalem,
where those
who died in
Israel's wars

or
independ-

ence are
buried.

At the borders: Josef Abas thanked us repeatedly for not being afraid :
to come to Kibbutz Misgav-Am, on the border of Israel and Lebanon.
Jim Harley of Southfield observes a barbed wire fence just below

which cannot be crossed. With Harley is Judith Doner Berne, assist-
d County editions of Observer & Ec-

ant ing editor of Oakl
centric Newspapers.

at value of work

to live on just lsn’t cool anymore, It’s
low claas to work with your hands,

And pity the poor auto worker, Ho or
she geta blamed for every il that bescts
the auto industry, If cara cost too*
much, it’s becauso auto workers make
too much monoy. I oven had one editor
who blamed auto workers for bad car
dosigns. This college educated fellow
kopt it up until I pointed out that auto
workers don't design cars, they juat do
what tho foroman tells them. It's col-
lege educated engineers who dosign the

" vohicles.

‘Tho tragedy of this bluo collar bash-
ing is that, If wo keep it up and dovalue
blue collar work to the point where
those folks can’t make a living at thoir
teades, we won't elther.

Somebody whe can’t makae a living
23 & carpentor of on the assombly line
doean't tend to buy now houses, cars,
nowspapers or pay many taxes.

But somehow I don’t think that will
happen. As long as folke continue to
bash blue collar workers and try to an-
roll their kids in medical school or the
Hearvard Businesa School at birth,
there cortainly won't be enough plumb-
ors to go around.

1t’s too bad. Our tickers will bo work-
ing fine with all those doctors around,
but flushing will be another matter.

Jeff Counts is the editor of the Plym-
outh and Canton Observer Newspapers,
who really always wanted to be a car-
penter, He can be reached at 459-2700,
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