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Patterson expects to cut

125 Qakland County jobs

BYPAT MURPHY
BTAS? WRITER

Ookland's financial outlook is
bad, but not 8o grim that 1256 em-
ployees face the imminent loss of
their jobs as predicted by execu-
tive L. Brooks Pattorson,

That's the view of several key
county commissioners who Friday
took feaue with Patterson’s rece
ommendation that 126 positions
within county government shoutd
be eliminated because of a budget
shortfall.

“I just don’t see us laying peo-
ple off,”’ said commissioner Mari.
lynn E. Gosling, R.Bloomfield
Hills, whe ls chairman of the
county board’s personnel commit-
tee. “We certalnly won't lay off
that many.” X

mors and misinformation already
circulating nbout how the county
would meet {ts budget crunch.

The county has already initint-
ed cost-cutting measures and
el recently app:
an early buyout program for sen-
{or employees, hoping the money
saved by replacing some of them
with lower salaried workers would

save a8 much a8 $3 million,

“We don’t know how wmany
workers will take advantage of the
carly buy out,” Patterson soid
Friday. “But there's a definite
link between that number and the
number of joba to be deleted.”

While the jobs to bo deleted
will be upper echelon jobs, the ex-
ecutive aaid the people n those

after James M, Brennan, program
analyst for the county board, and
Robert J. Daddow, Patterson’s
budget director, expressed sharp
differences nbout the size of the
shorfall,

Daddow insista the projected
deficit is alarming and has ran-
kled some commissioners in his
approach to dealing with it.

‘Brennan, a former commission-
er himself, maintains the budget
imbalance is much smaller. “I
can't say what it is," he said, “but
it's much smaller than what Dad-
dow projects.”

Commissioner Gosling, in the
meantime, said the meeting was
primarily aimed at her colleagues,
including Republicans, who dis-
pﬁtc any budget shortfo)) exists at
all,

BY PAT MURPHY
Srary WRITER
Scoffing at claims it was an
nbuse of power or a violation of
his cthics policy, Oakland
County Exccutive L. Brooks
Patterson soid he refuses to
apologize — or back away —
from an endorsement for Ponti-
ac Moyor Wallace E, Holland.
“Politica is part of my busi-
ness,” tho executive sald _I-‘ri'dny

Exec defends mayoral endorsement

endorsement during the public
coniment sesslon of Thursday's
regular meeting of the board of
commissioncrs. He claimed the
endorsoment — on the execu-
tive's official stationery — con-
stituted a violation of public
trust and an abuse of power.
Moore demanded that Patter-
son apalogize, Ho also asked his
former calleagues — as part of
the checks and balances built
— to sancti

after D
ers critlcized him for using
county stationery to endorse
Holland who, nccording to some
critles, is fightIng for his politi-
cal future in Tucsday's primary
election.

The most vocal ecritic of
Patterson’s endorsement was
one of Holland's primary rivals,
Walter Moore, n former Pontinc
mayor who was also a Demo-
cratic county commisaioner
from Pontinc from 1969 to 1875,

Moore attacked Patterson's

into g
the executive.

Democratie commisaioners,

with Lawrence R. Pemick of
Southfield In the forefront, in-
sisted Pattorson had violated
his own cods of ethics which
prohibits, among other things,
using county resources for non-
public use.
“If he (Patterson) used one
sheet of paper,” said Pernick,
“he violated the rules. It's the
principal of the thing.”
Republicans, haowever,

weren't 80 outraged.

“What rule or codo did he
violate?” asked commissioner
Donald W, Jensen, R-Birming-

am.

“Common scnse,” responded
commissioner Dennis Aaron,
D.Oak Park, “common sense.”

Commissioner Thomas A.
Law, R-West Bloomficld, sald
Democrats were  knit-picking
and grasping as straws. “Brooks
ia the county executive. He has
a stake in who wins the Pontiac
mayoral race.” . .

“1 don't see mny obusc of
power or breech of ethics from
ueing one. sheet of county ata-
tionery,” sald commissioner
ll?lnl‘{m L. Moffitt, R-Farmington

ills. . -

Informed of what Republi-
cans consider a teroptest-in-
the-teapot controversy, Patter-
gon chuckled, “Wallace is a
’I}‘i’end." tho executive sald Fri-

Y.

“'won't miss o

Board chall
Larry Crake, R-Waterford, agreed.
“That's premature, 1 think
Brooks s preparing for a worst-
case scenario, and X don’t think it
will be necessary to eliminate po-
sitions."”

Gosling and Crake were ro-
sponding to questiona arising af-
ter a special cdltion of an internal
publication in which Patterson
rccommended 64 positions be
eliminated within the exccutive’s
office and 61 be axed under the
departments of other elected offi-
clals such as the drain commis-

or benefit.” That'a because of the
county's porsonnel policica and
lobor sgreements that permit
moto senior employees to “bump”
workers with less seniority.

Patterson predicts o budget
shortfall of about $8.8 million this
year and $21 million in 1994,
most of which he inherited when
ho took office in January.

Commissioners, however, dis-
pute the exact amount of the
shortfall.

The extent to which they disa.
gree is underscored by a special
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“I love my house. I hate my bouse. . .
well, maybe I could add on. Remodel ?
Ub, redecorate? Maybe I should build.

But bow can I be sure?”

introducing the exciting new

Home & Design Lecture Serdes at
Michigan Design Center. In just 4
weeks, you'll have all the tools you
need to make informed decisions
about the most important investment
in your lifetime, your home. Join us for
this informative secies and hear from
top professionals in the design and
building industry.

HOME

& DESIGN

LECTURE SERIES
AT MICHIGAN DESIGN CENTER

imer Laser* for Nearsightedness -

Corneal Shaplin Extreme Nearslghtedniess. itd Farsighted Vision
’ ’ ’ e B : All lectures will be held at Michigan

Design Center in the Mid-America

Room Conference facility:

6:30 to 7 pm: Refreshments’

7 to 8:30 pm: Lecture/questions

At G0 feet down, you can't afford 1o have your visibility
drop to zzro because rouble, with your contact lenses. If
you've ever imaginéd what it would be like to dive withoul
cortective Ienses, théa conslder kerato-refractive surgery.

This exciting ‘surgery offers miliong of nearsighted and -
farsighted people the freedom to sce noturatly. For most - *
people, it means no mare glasses of contact fenscs. And: L C
{hat means more Independence ot just in diving, but in

‘WEEK'1 - September 21

. Let's assess your needs and lifestyle.

* Shoutd you move, build, renovate, re-
decorate? And how do you get started?
On the pane; real estate agent, Glenda
Lagrois; architect, Victor Saroki and
interior designer, Denise Ziya

REGISTRATION FEES:
Complete 4-week series, $100 per person
Couples attending 4-week series, $160 :
; Individual lectures, $30 each perperson
your surface’ actlvities as we! e L
ay To Register: Mail your check, payable, .
to Michigan Design Center, along with
your name, address and phone to: © -5 -
Michigan Design Center, 1700 Stutz, *
=25, Troy, M1 48084. For more ~ :
information call 649-4772.

-WEEK 2 - September 28. -

What can you expect from working
with the professionals, Let’s “define
the roles” and how everyone wortks'
as a team. On the pancl: architect,

MICHIGA : ¢
DCICN: e e, s K
CENEER e '

If you are interested in finding out more aboul these revolutionary new technologies aticnd our

FREE SEMINAR on SEPTEMBER 22 6:00 p.m.
NOVI HILTON

porters In the arca share their views of
. greatdesign in mictro Detroit, Hear from
Margée Colborn, Detroit News; Judy”
* Rose of the Detroit Prée Press; Suzy -
Farbman of Detrolt Montblyand Cacda, .-
s;hw;;mSg!eAfag@::M vish News:™ |

doling it by yourself ... whats so. "
special? Discover the many advantages
of having professional help. The intcri-!
or designer pancl: Karen Gagne, ASID; -
Connic Lovell, ASID; Gene Galley, ASID;
and MDCs Gen. Mgr. Susan Zinge

: For information: (313) 283-0500 WEEK 3 - October 5 WEEK 4 - October 12
; 14050 Dix-Toledo Road 3 TS AR
Southgate, M1 Working with an interor designer v Four of the top Home and Interiors re-

*Tho Excimor Laser I8 investigational in the U.S, and Canada
Watch for us on u;'ﬁ: TV20
Sat. Sept. 18 - 9 a.m. and Sun. Sept. 26.- 8:30 am.




