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County employees have be.
gun to feel Oaklond's much.
" publicized budget crunch.

The first of more than 100
scheduled notices stasted going
out Friday telling employces
their Jobs are belng elimi d

County fires
100 employees|
to trim budget

r——————
didn't negotiate the agreement.
‘We were just offered the oppor-
tun’!ty to say yes or no, We snld
no.

The command officer’s nsao-
ciotion includ obout 80

!‘]'Tl.:ese aren’t Igyoﬂa.‘thc'y'nz

sergeants, lioutenants and cop-
taina, N ted

Debate rages over underground storage tanks

BY TiM RICHARD
BTAr? WriTeR .

‘Taxpayers, through their legis-
lators, must decide how badly
they want to clean up leaking un-
derground storage tanks,

“The costs of tho program aro
pretty tremendous,” sald stato
Houso Conservation Committee
co-chair Tom Alley, D-West
Branch, after hearing govern.
mental, industrial and environ.
mental groups argue for 90 min.
utes last week. “A lot of groups
are soying ‘wo need some more
money.' I don't know where you're
going to gt it.”

"T'lm dilemma 1s: Will funding

O]

Robert Dustman, press secre-
tary for County Exccutive L.
. Bracks Patterson. I can't say
how many notices were sent, or
who they went to. But they def-
initely started going out Friday,

“Department heads will be
notifylng individual employees
.+ « - and notifying them of thelr
bumping rights.”

Cutting the county's 4,100-
member work force is ono of the
measures Patterson has inftiat-
ed to deal with an $8 million
budget deficit this year and a
projected $21 milllion shortfall
in 1994, .

In a related development,
commissioners on the' county
board's 1

i aro
to go back to the bargaining

table.

“This budget crunch is real,”
sald Gesling. “This ought to
convince anybody who thought
otherwise,"”

Steven Schell, president of
the Oakland County Employees
Union, doesn't doubt the deficlt
is renl. But he insists Patterson
and commissioners are taking
the wrong approach in trying to
deal with it.

“They ought to eliminate
waste and mismansgement
first," said Schell, whose union
is the largest within the county
with about 570 membera, “Get-
ting rid of workers is a quick fix

pp! h thot will backfire in

rejected a three-year labor con.
tract with the Oakland County
Sherifl’s Command Officers As-
sociation.

“It was just too expensive,”
said commissioner Marilynn E.
Gosling, R-Bloomficld ~Hills,
who ia chairwoman of the com.
mittee. She was referring to
provisions of the proposed
agreement calling for a 3 per-
cent pay hike and changes in
the formula for determining re-
tirement pension.

“"We certainly 'aren't going to

the long run.

“Remember, every time
workers are laid off, that means
services will be reduced,”
Schnell said.

Schnell and other labor rep.
resentatives insist the county
should eliminate travel by de-
partment heads and elected of-
ficials as well as deferring op-
tional expenses.

“The exccutive spent
$100,000 to remodel his new of-
fices,” Schnell said. “Last
month commissioners went to
Mackinac Island for a confer-

give some 7 a raise
while ~others fuce possible
layoffs,” seid Gosling. “We

ence, That cost about $200 each
per day.

Sala

*Check with salesman for

+ SIx-speed on-the-go shifting avallable,

+ Offers a smoother cut and superior
 bagging even on thick, wet grass.
b - Easily converted to mulching.

Inventory
Clearance

. Audiovox portable
. phone’

Audiovox
‘mobile phorie

Fujitsu flip phone

?j Right now, with our spe-
" cial equipment rebate,

$25 a month

just ane yaar, starting as -
* low as $12 a month, But

be 7" sald James Hill, o

member of the stato Natural. Re.-

sources Commission, the appoin
tive group which oversees the De.
partment of Notural Resources.
“Put o money figure behind the
program, and either fund it or
scale back the responsibilities.”
“The Sierra Club opposes the
DNR cleanup standard proposals
that are currently beforo the sub-

. committee,” suid Alison Horton,

spokesman for the politically ac-
tive naturalists. Slerra Club
wants R to require double
walls for d d storage

NR dilemma

Prues, an assistant attorney gen-
eral put [t, “DNR prefers
cleanups that don't clean up
groundwater. It just wants to pro-

tect the public from
exposure. . .The goal is to make
cleanups cheaper.”

Pruss said his di “a

union and environmental inter-
esta formed in 1992,

“The state's environment and
economy are inoxtricably linked
and must therofore be consldered
together if successful strategles
for continued development and
1 quality to em-

co-trustee of our natural re.
aources” with DNR, s concerned
about tho constitutionality of
DNR's proposed rules and their
conflict with other laws,

.Commonted Alley: “DNR
wants to contain, and the attor-
ney‘genernl wants to take it all

Michtgan service statlons and
business users have some 40,000
“active” underground storage
tanks, mosatly for petroleum prod-
ucts, said Lt. Arthur Nash of tho
State Police fire marahal divislon.
About 10,000 are relatively new,
and 1,600 have double walls.

“The average cost increase of a
double-walled tank is $32,000 to
$35,000. Some 30,000 tanks need

to be removed or upgraded by-

1898, It will be a great cost to
ownera — substantial cost to
emaller deslers and ‘mom and
pop’ operations, We don’t want

tanks and other relatively costly
steps to protect land and ground.
water from leaks,

Clean vs. safe

Here's the crux of the argu-
ment:

DNR's proposal shifts empha.

people from i
tanks,” Nash said.

Nash was cool to requiring dou-
ble-walled tanks statewide. He
said thoy can be pierced by stakes
driven into the ground and thus
aren't totally safe.

Trying to steer o middle course

sis from i to
human exposure control. As Skip

erge,” said Rustem.

Top principle, ho sald, is rede-
veloping urban land rather then
developing greenficlds. A general

iticl higan's current

Law in works
Meanwhile, lawmakers aro -
ng to iron out differences in a
package of billa to fund the
cleanup of leaking underground
storage tanks (LUSTs).

Gov. John Engler's’ budget di-
rector sald last fall that the cur-
rent fund, based on a tax of 0.876
cents a gallon on petroleum prod-
ucts, will bo $350 million in the
red by 1995. : 5

L ! are working to up.

o
“polluters pay” law is that it
leads developers to seck new sitea
and abandon older cities where
cleanups may be necessary,

The roundtable includes busi-
nesses Interests such es Con-
sumets Power, Farm Bureau, Dow
Chemical, AAA Michigan, and

date a 1984 law requiring registra-
tion of underground storage tanks
by setting up a state authority to
deal with cleanups.

" 'The Senate version of the bills
visualizes more “Type C”"
cleanups — which assumea tlfe
property will never be used for:

of unions
such as the AFL-CIO federation
and Steclworkers; and environ-
mental groups such as Michigan
United Conservation Clubs and
Michigan Environmental Council
— but not Sierra.

Chamber hosts
on leasing your

An Oskland County Chamber
of Commerce seminar called
“How to Generate Moro Profit By
Lessing Your Employees” will oc.
cur 8 am. Wednesdny at the
Main Event restaurant in the

and future uses must
ba controlled.

Refer to Senate Bills 644 and
645 and House Bills and 4876
when writing to your legislator in
the State Capitol, Lansing 48913,

a.m. seminar
employees

Leasing, a Southfield firm apeci-
alizing in full-service employee
leasing of office and light manu-
facturing workers.

The coat of the breakfast meet-
ing is $10 for chamber members,

was Bill Rustem of the Michigan Pontlac Silverdome,
E ic and 1 The spesker will be Franklin $15 for other gcopln. Call 45:}-
Roundtable, a group of industrial, Ellias, of Key Empl 8600 for b3

In a medical emergency,

you want the most advanced care

as quickly as possible.

When every second counts, you need
complete care that begins before you reach
the hospital. Community Emergency Medi-
cal Service provides an immediate response,
from basic care to advanced life support.

system that also provides complete training
programs and continuing education classes
through Life Support Tralning Institute for
all levels of EMS providers, Basic EMTS
through Paramedics. Life Support Training
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