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Avon Players’
19983-84 season
Is ambitious, in-
cluding four very
diverse muslcals
and a comedy,

Their first mu-
sical of the sca-
foock by Sybile
: ( y Sybille
(= DI%#T; Pearson, music

o
e by David Shire,
unt lyrics by Richard Maltby, Jr.)

2 % peculiar tala about the repro-
.ductive process, and its probable
4Ad product (a baby) resulting in
changed Jlves and relationships.

..The musical concentrates on
tfirde couples in very different sit.
itAtlons who are cither with or
without child, Although this main

to
rapher Jamio Richards' credit,
very distinet characters mako the
show alightly more intaresting.
“Baby" begins with a funny
cartoon-style slide show of the
reproductive process, :md

onderful si_nging, cast delivers 1

“BABY”

Theater: Avon Players Guild,

at the playhouse on Tienken

Rond at Runyon Road, cast of

mﬁ"“m Road in Rochester
8

Curtain timo: Shows 8 p.m.
Fridays and Saturdays, 2 p.m.
Sundays through Oct. 9.
Tickots: $10, senior cltizon
and group discounts avatlable,
Call 375-1380.

from there to
the three couples,
Lizzio Ficld, played by les%eg

] REVIEW

by Kevin Edwards and Jeanne
szbom‘z. A terrific duo for Avon,

h
of her

Preg:
nancy. Twist in plot — her boy-
friend Danny, played by Ken
Gridor, 1s tho one who wants to
marry and be responsible.

Borgstrom is well cast as Lizzle
and ovokes sympathy and com-
passion for hor character, but she
is i difficult to hear or

is a young,
collego student baffled by tigo con-
reg-

und d. At the close of Act I,

Tﬂe‘gunxu th too

tho brass in the band overpowers
er charming voice during “The
Story Goes On."

Ken Grider as Danny Hooper
(Lizzlo"s college boyfriend) s fun-
ny as Danny tries to convince Liz-
zio to marry him, saying, “This is
not a ring. It's a bracelet that goes
on your finger!"”

In thoe 30.something arena are
Nick snd Pam Sakarian, played

and DeLong compli-
ment one another'’s atrong perfor-
mances,

Ancther twist in tradition, tom-
boylsh Pam hopos that their baby
will have Nick's cooking genes.
Edwards and DeLong deliver ap.
prociated humor during “Baby,
Baby, Baby,” & song which de.
picts the love a couplo share in
anticipation of thelr new arrival.

Skipping another decade are

. 43.year-old women conflicted

aughs in ‘Baby’ -

the 40-something couple. Arleno
and Alan MacNally's children
have fled the nest. Tani Ann
Mough is marveloua as Axlene.!a
n
her declsion to either have or
abort her chitd, oll the while cop-
ing with her relationehip to her
husband. Her rendition of “Pat--
torna" Is flawless and heartfelt.

James M. Andres turns in o
laudable performance as Alan, a
man who realizes that his 20 plus
years of marringe have beon bosed
on the children, Vocally, Andres
“Easter to Love” presents musi-
cal craftsmanship combined with
emotion.

The chorus provides ample
room for fun and frivolity, and
have a polished funny-bune ns

varlous women in comical cos-

pee-

tumes fown over Lizzio in “The
Ladles Singing Their Song.”_

.

Notwithstanding somo wonders
ful ‘musical performances from
the cast, and a warm intorprota-;
tion by music director Lec
George, the music, lyrics nnd‘:
book to “Baby” tend to be too
specific and geared toward a highs
Iy specialized audience — womerg
who have had or want to have ba.
bles. .

Although some universal ap=

peal is spparent when relation~
ship fssues sro being thrashed

out, and there is somo wonderful. -

acting and singing, “Baby"” fo:,
cuses too narrowly on pregnant,
women with similar tunea for
each song driving the mesange
home even further.

36

UPCOMING THINGS TO DO

“"Seudllna for the Upcoming en-

on Lone Pine Road just weat of
Crant

tertalnment s three
ks ahead of publication. Send
tems to be for publica-

% will present “Steel
Magnolies,” 8 p.m, Friday and
Qct. 29-30, Nov. 5-6.

Yon, to: Keely Wygonik, Entertain-
ent editor, the Observer & Eccen-
136 Newspapers, 36251 School-
craft, Livonla 48150, Our fax
-rJuIﬁberls £591-7275.

o

Call 844.0527 for tickets.

W PAPER BAG PRODUCTIONS
“Babes in Toyland” will be pre-
sented by Paper Bag Productions,
S, days and Sund. Sept. 26

/AUDITIONS

'w TETROIT ORATORIO SOCIEYY
IDetrolt Oratorio Soclety, a classic
Ichoral ensemble will hold audi-
‘tions Monday, Sept. 27, Call 673-
4% for information.

W
ey

THEATER

HIEY

iish Ensemble Theatre pre-

“Isn't It Romantic" through

QAP 2 ot the Aaron DeRoy The-
%8, Jewish Community Center,
6600 West Mople Road, West
Blyomfield, Call 786-2900 week-
Hayp 10 a.m. to 5 p,m, or Ticket.
madter anytime 645-6666.

»
41 ST.DUNSTAN'S

. through Dec. 19 at the Players
Club, 3321 Enat Jefferson, De-
troit, Lunch served at noon Satur.
days, 1 p.m, Sundays, followed by
the show, Tickets $6.60 per per-
son, including lunch, Call 1-800
824-8314 for reservations,

W COMMON GROUND THEATER
ENSEMBLE

8
““Workin’ for a Living”' premicres
8 p.m. Thursday, Sept, 23 through
2 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 26 at the Ly- |
dia Mendelssohn Theater in Ann
Arbor, Friday and Saturday
shows 8 p.m. Features music by
1ocal and national labor singers
and songwriters, Tickets $12 In
advance, $16 at the door. Call
763-6395.

!St.‘Dunnum's Guild of Cranbrook

W MARQUIS THEATRE

;Wine tasting benefits MDA

12200 Tuesday, Oct. 5, the Michi.
span Star Clipper Dinner Train of

led Loke and WQRS-FM are
Yoresenting a wine tasting extrava.

zn to benefit the Muscular
YEBtrophy Association. Tickets
{are $100 per person, a partion of
Lwhich is tax deductible. Call 960-
19440 for reservations, Visa, Mast-
sgreard, American E:rpreus and

an outstanding four course dinner
while being entertained by a caba-
ret musical on board elegant fine
dining cars.

‘The dinner train will be leaving
the depot at 7 p.m., boarding up
to 456 minutes prior, and will trav.
el to Wizom and then to the West
Blonmﬁgld state and federally

+ Discover are
+  Guests will be served a myriad
; of exquisite European wines and

ry and wet-

lands, stopping briefly at Wood- .

pecker Lake, .

v,

.
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4222 Second Avenue, Detroit
(313) 832-1616
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Marquis Light Opera, will make
its official stage debut 8 p.m, Fri-
day, Oct. 1, in "An Evening With
Gilbert and Sullivan,” at the
Marquis Thentre, 135 E. Main
Stree, Northville, Call 349.8100
for show times, ticket informa.
tion.

M ATTIC THEAYRE

“Pump Boys and Dinenettes” at
the Strand Theatre, 12 N. Sagi-
naw, Pontiac, thorough Oct. 10,
Call 336-8100 or Ticketmaster,
6456666 for times and tickets,

M STAGECRAFTERS

“Guys and Dolls" 8 p.m, Thurs-
days, Fridays and Saturdays; 2
p.m. Sundays, through Oct. 10 at
the Baldwin Theatre, 415 South
Lafayette, Royal Oak. Call 541-
€430, 7-9 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 11:30 a.m, to 1:30 p.m.
Fridays for tickets.

CONCERTS

B LYRIC CHAMBER ENSEMBLE
“Northern Exposure,” a concert
celebrating the 160th birthday of
composer Edvard Grieg, 3:30 p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 26, in the Grosae
Pointe War Memorial ballroom,
82 Lake Shore Road, Grosse
Pointe Farms, Tickets $16 adults,
$14 students and seniora. Call
357-1111.

W ROCHESTER SYMPHONY
Rochester Symphony opens its
33rd season 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 8
at Varner hall on the campus of

in L iield

Golden

Oakland Univorsity in Roch
Tickets $12, children under 12,
$8, available at the door or Janet
Varner's, Main Street in Roches-
ter, or the CD Warchouse, North-
hill Shopping Pleza. Call 651~
4181 for ticket and season ticket
information.

———
DINNER THEATER

W THE WHITNEY
*“Whitnoy Madness” a musical
madcap mystery opens 7 p.m. Fri-

.| dny, Sept. 24 at the Whitney Res-

taurant in Detroit. Tickets $39.95
per porson dinner and show, not
inclusive of tax, gratuity or alco-
hol. Call 832.5700 for reserva-
tions.

W DINNER TRAIN

“All Aboard! It's Broadway,” on-
going peformances on the Star
Clipper Dinner Train leaving the
Coe Rail Station on Pontiac Trail
in Walled Lake, 7 p.m. Fridays
and Seturdays, 5 pan, Sundays.
*Murder on the Star Clipper Ex-
press” ongoing Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday evenings. Call
960-9440.

W GENIYYI'S HOLE-JN-THE WALL
“Tho Soap Opera Murders,” con.
tinue 7 p.m. Fridays, 6:30 p.m,
Saturdays, at Genitti’s Hole-in-

the Wall, 108 E, Main, Northville,

Call 349-0522,

B GOLDEN MUSHROOM

“The Witd Mushroom Revue” a
musical evening of entertainment
opens Saturday, Oct. 9 at the

E-R-N-E:5:-T-O"S

wonderfil
voice of ‘this on
e Force!
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Groups 15-100
Rates. g«:mlo {?1' Weddng
Call for Details

] LIVONIA
* - 32605 Plymouth Rd.
(¥aat of Farmingion d)

An o Jlalian + Country « Inn

...{s pleased to announce
the opening of a fabulous
new plano bar featuring
local favorite...

TOM ALTENBURG

BB storting Fri,, Oct. 1, 1993

41661 PLYMOUTH RD.
(1 Block W. of Hoggorty)

453-2002

Opon Sovan Days

with performances through No-
vember. Coll 569-4230 for infor-
mation,

M ALLEN PARK MOTOR LODGE
“Nurse Jane Goes to Hawail"”
festuring David Howell of Red-

Ballet companies

ford, 7 p.m. Fridays and Satur. 2
days, through Oct. 23, at the Allen
Park Motor Lodge, 14487 South-
field, Allen Park. Ticketa $18.95
par person Includes dinner, show,
tax and coffee or tea. Show only
$10. Call 386-6900 for reserva-’
tione, 5623865 for information.

e e

to hold auditions

Midwest Dance Theatre and
Michigan Ballet Theatre will be

ny, ages 13 and up audition at 3
pan, Call 669-9444 or 4376434 for

helding auditions for d
Midwest Dance Theatre is
helding auditions for company
membership Saturday, Sept. 25,
at tho Stoncerest Building, 207
Liberty, Walled Lake, and Sun.
day, Sept. 26, at the Dance Acade-
my, 1160 Welch, Walled Lake.
Junior Company ages 10 to 12,
pudition at 2 p.m., senior compa-

Michigan Ballet Theatre, cele-
brating its 28th season, will
holding open auditions for female
and male dancers, professional
and youth level, 12:30 p.m. Satur-
day, Oct, 2 nt the Novi Communi-
ty Center, 10 Mile at Grand River,
Novi. Call 486-1514 for an ap-
pointment, . H

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT

Conle:
and the ¢

+ Chrjrmsed by Ve Sesmis Mo

e yn i by Philip

Tue, OCL 5 % .7:30 PM
OPENING NIGHT

SAVE $4 ON ALL TICKETS with
Coupons from BIG BOY Courtety of
WXYZ TV-7/WILI3 FM 98/BIG ROY

¥ed. OCT. 6, g

R i
130PM
00rM

D0AMS
. OCT.

Sa. OCT. 1 002
- Sun. OCT. 10. 1:00PM........ 5.00PM
1 KIDS SAVE $2
ON TICKETS FOR KIDS UNDER 121
Courtery of FOX S0/Q 98 T3
AAARRRAYOUR BEST khhhhkk
ENTERTAIN:

'ASENT VALUE!
nx

EATS RESIXVED + PRICH.

st
89,50 « $11,50 - 13,50
« Special RINGSIDE SEATS Avatlnble
Cali flax Qfffce for Details

JOE LOUI
ARENA

TO GET TICKET:

% JOE LOUIS ARENA BOX
OFFICE (no service charge)
Al mmgarx locations
including Hudson's,
Sound Warchouse and
Harmony Housc
(service charge $1.50 per ticket)

* CHARGE BY PHONE:
(313) 645-6666 or
5519) 792-2222 (canada)

‘service charge of $1.75 per
tickes, $7 maximum per order)
Informatlon: (313) 396-7600
Group Rates: (313) 396.7910



