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Closet organizers double stor

by Nicole Stuhl
Speciul Writer

Does it feel like you're always short
on storage? Cowed by clutter? Drowning
in disorder?

Before you do something drastie. like
putting up u “For Sale™ sign, or donating
half your passessions to the Salvation
Army, consider how to make the most of
your existing storage space. The first
place to look is behind closed doors...into
your own closels,

As you probably suspected, the typi-
cal closet arrangement—an eye-level
pole. 1opped by a solitury shelf—is not
very pragmatic. In fucl, from an organiza-
tional point of view, it’s an invitation 10
disuster, Look at ull that dead space
between hanging garments and the floor.
Even with shoes in tidy rows under the
clothes, there's stifl a couple fect of
vacant real estate crying out to be used,
Ditto for the awkward overhead shelf,
Just how many sweaters can you stack up
there before they all start toppling over—
or oul?

Because of its linear luyout, the tra-
ditional closel utilizes less than half of its
total availabte space. To increase effi-
ciency, you need u configuration that
1akes advantage of volume, every cubic
inch of it.

Thut's where organizer systems come
in. A custom-desi § ass of

modular components—poles, drawers,
shelves, buskels and accessories—boosts
claset capacity by grouping similar-sized
items together. No more three-foot long
sport juckets hunging in the same spot as
it live-foot-long evening gown. Every

Ed Albertson, President of Directory Services Iinier
displays his well-organized garage and tool

and allotted its own customized plice.
Organizer systems don’t just tame the
clutter jungle inside the eloset, By provid-
ing drawers and comainers for peesanal
items like socks, lingerie, and jewelry,
they can give bick floor space in the bed-
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cahinet. Afherison completely renovated his

home with closet organizer systems by the California Closet Company.

inch of closet spice is devoled to some
kind of storage companment, and every
1

room itself. That means you can timly
swap that mammoth triple dresser for

item of clothing is identified

comy workstation, an entertaimment

age space

center, or a comfortable lounge chair.
When you've already converted the spire
bedroom into # uxurious mister bath and
walk-in closet. that's an important contri-
bution to living space.

Given their efticiency, it’s not surpris-
ing thit organizer Systems are now moving
out of the closer, With upgrdes fike
Formicu surfices wad rounded drawer
cdges. the Jatest companents are mieant 1o
he seen in work areas throughout the house,

The in-home office, for example, is
“ane of our focuses for future,” suys Ray
Murkham, owner of the West Bloomfield
franchise of the California Closet
Company, the West Coast firm that pio-
neered the arganizing concept, A new
product line called CalSpace includes
work surfuces, shelves, drawers and file
cabinets to make the home office look as
professional as any exccutive suite,

CalSpace storuge is especiully suitable
for the pari-time office that his to accom-
mudate other functions, according to
Markham, When out-of-town friends
come for a weckend visit, you can Slow
the computer keyboard in a sliding draw-
er, stash wark paraphernalia in conve-
nient cubbyholes, putt a double bed out of
the wall cabingt, and voila—an instant
guest room,

Another place where organizing sys-
tems work wonders is the garage. the trit-
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