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And now what if I never sald it at
all? What It this ¥eport, of my deny-
ing the possibility of love after thirty,
is as fectitlous @s ‘the famous philo-
gophlcal remark that all men should
shoot themselves af thirty-five? Slow-
1y 1 ain learning. Y lesson: 1 must
pever joke with reporters, they will
quote me withont the smile, and they
will be certain to igoore modifications.

But it would be & shame, DOW that
this learned discussion has gone SO
far, to say that the commotion bos &
purely imaginary source. Perbaps the
Lest thing to do In-the premises s to
got down what réally was sald (with
gundry lmprovements that come o8
atterthoughts), and to indicate what
basic problems-lie ‘at tbe root of our
rather frivolons débate.

The origina} guery was intelligent
and fondamental. Can we restore the
old moral code? It is a good question
pecause it suggests the possibility
that the old code Ig permanently gone,
and- that our current “immorality™ Is
but o groping trial-nnd-error transi-
tion to o pew code of honor and de-
cency.

For the old.cede was developed
with ap agricvltural soclety I view;
1t assumed a brief adolescence, and 8
ropid arrival of the male at economic
self-sufficiency; it assumed that mar-

riage would come . early, and that|

children would come early and often.
On the farm it wag cheaper 10 MAIFS;
the wife wgs an asset, not an orma-
ment: the children soon earned thelr
keep, and.became profitable iovest-
ments of one’s energy; therefore mar-
rioge came young. motherbood was
sacred, nod  birth-control wes im-
*moral, c

And In the complex sndustrial life
of tbe ¢ty men attalp self-suiciency
Inte, and in the middle class lntest of
all; a wife is 5o 'expensive a loxury
that only the poot cap afford to mar-

ry; children nore frowned opon by
landlords, and cannot earn moODEy for
us till they are; fourteen or sixteen;
immigration, andthe suction of the
city upon the country, replenish the
.population very-well; the streets are
80 Uttered with :children that they
interfere with our elght-cylinder Jug-
gernnuts; there! {9 no evident meces-
sity of adding go.(he!r multitode.
Abose all, the advance of medicine,
_sanitation and parentel care has re-
duced the death rate to a fractlon of
what it was; the birth rate had to
come. down, or else Beclesinstes and
Maltbus would; bave been right ip be-
lleving that when. goods are Increased,
they are increased that consume them,
and the last condition is as bad as
the first. So the' commandment’ to
breed and multiply loses its urgency
In the city; marriage comes late, and
children are an oversight of love. So-
cial necessity, which makes all sound
morality no lopger requires larze
families; early marriage ls mot indis-
pensable for thz: malntenance of the
race, opd birth; control which the
tired and virtoous Tolstol condemned
a3 a great sin,’is taken up by the
nicest ladies in the land All things
change. {
Consequently there s no necessary
permanence, DOF any inherent holl-
pess, In the moral code which eame
down to us with our religlon and
-our polities. “Immorality” is mostly
otber people’s morals, or the morals
of other daye. As the industrial rev-
olution altered i our lives, destroyed
our homes, packed us into

-a pity that when such complete love

Is Bulwers “Coming Bace” sbout to
arrive? . |
Meanwhile, however, the Interinde
1s chgos. Mapy of our people ure of
south-European origin, and will edrry
with ‘them, for several generations, a
racial habit of sexual-precocity, The
clty will contlnue to ‘stimulate desire,
and to discoursge marrlage; evers-
thing will binge upon, that, Promiscu-
ity will tocrease, snd svomen Wil
achleve the “single stindard’--by
imitating that of men. Men will have
many- lovés, and live through them;
and them, at thirty or so, they may
marry. Ab increasing number of them
will never marry af all. H
Here at last we touch our original
question: can marriage, postponed un-
tll thirty, be ever a real love-marringe,
ever anything more than a “mariage de
convenance,” with the banker playing
the role of the father? Can = man
love at thirty? Dotbiless he can lose
his head In the heat ot desire; there
is.no age that is sdfe from Iofatua-
tion, and Goethe at seventy could pro-
pose to a girl of sixteen. But could
lic have fallen at her feet in adora-
tion? Could he bave surrendered to
her his Olympian eégotism, and :lost
all thought of self in devotion to her?
Could his love be mo mere jtching of
the flesh, but & hunger and thirst to
do services to the Joved one, t0 be
near her and feel the warmth of her
presence and her comradeship?
Perhaps this full flush of love, more
splrit than body, more devotion than
desire, comes only to the young;! and
middle age seldom:kmows it except
for one who has been loved from ¢arly
.years through all the flnctuations of
Qdesire and through dll the vicissitudes
of fortune. (Our :question 1s| pot
whether Jove dles at thirty, butonly
whether love In its fall flower. can
come to 2 man of thirty for a woman
whom he bas pot loved before) It 1s

comes It Is not permitted, in our cau-
tions days; to weld tbe lovers into a
marriage that shall be a vow burped
In with the unstinted emotian of
south, rather thab 8. phystologleal
partnership entered .upéa with the
cold rationality of middle age, pnder
the inspiring supervision of an alder-
man. i ;

The tragedy remains, in !hls;mul[-
ing time, that we, lovg profoundly and
limitlessly, and sdo Bot marry; that
later we love agaip,’ less profoundiy
and intensely, and do not marry (the
banker still frowning upon it); and
thit later we love goce more/ vers
moderately and reasopably, with ap
ese on the ledger—and marry,| How
can a man feel all the dellghtful sen-
timentality of lose after ten years of
adventures in erotipn? e are then,
in Dalzae's phrase, goriilas trylng to
play on a siolln. & b

It is true that sgotb Is oot wise
enough to make VOWS forever, that
love-marriages, #ike other marringes,

fall upon many rocks, -but who bas |,

proved that widdle age, in these mat-
ters, is wiser than, youth? Youtb-is
never so foolish ih adoratlon as mid-
dle age is 1o desife. And what if love
must end, never [avipg beep dowered
by mature or ib.tinct. With &n ensy
permapence; is il ingt better to Know
it in its dlsine ¢ mpleteness, to open
every door of th' soul to it when it
comes? The pessimist broods over the
breslty of all good things: the optimist
tesolves to enjoy them while they
last. vh o

TThe last word shonld be one.of phil-
osophic dombt: there Is always &
slight possibility ‘that we are rodg,
and that time will smile at—or jgnore
—our soalysis. Who knows but tbat
oar generasity of necks and knees, our
replacement of professional with ema-
tepr promiscuity, -our reduction of
women to nppelizers and desserts,
shortterm investments, and show-
windows of our pale prosperity, may
be but an interludd betweed fwo Ages
of controi? o .

As one mingles, for a stifled . mo-
ment in Broadways big par de, and
obseres the riotous ‘mancipation of
an ipstinct once subservient
production and the race, the|triumph
of liberalism leaps to the eye, and the,
mind; ond ope wonders if ithis -
moderation, too, llke bitter |Puritan-
jsm, may not bring a reaction that
will swing us back helplessly to an
extreme of suppression and  Te-
straint?

Many times in the pest, men have
experimented with marrlage |and the
famlly; smong the Greeks lqve could
not clalm even; the moral status of

boxes, repinced: the family with the
{ndlvldual and the state, subjected re-
liglon to sefencé, and art to industry,
50 it is rapidly, dissolving the moral
code developed 1n and for an agricul-
tural age. loventlon, which is the
mother of progress, is transiently the’
nurse and inStrument of our “im-
morality.” Adolescence lengthens, and
maturity of mind and character, like
© materity of ! means, comes Dearer
thirty. than twenty. A man of thirty
18 young now, Lo body and soul; wom-
an, who Io the,past was old, decrepit
and trostworthy at forty, now retalns
her beauty Into the “dangerous age”;
and if Balzac were alive he woald
write with admiration of la femme de
quarante ans--the woman of forty
years. I
Perhaps In|the end, sexval develop-
ment will also be delayed; and then
» new adjustment of nature and in-
‘dustry may come, with later, puberty,
‘g longer period of growth and educa-

tlon, later marriage, later.climacteric,.

iand & lengthened life. When that new
{pdjustment comes, man will be on a
\higher level,of bealth, power and
ithonght than ever before. The pro-
longation of adolescence lifted maxn
|trom. bratality to civilization; which
(ofus can tel! the fruits of that furtber

i which

But jve ) vark
\ants are but o small minority; let us
step out from the center of our great-
er cities, nnd weare at once fo an-
other world, a world In which there
still are homes!  Possibly our world
will conquer and absorb tbat one,
drawlng all the ‘auntry magnetically
into clties, and &3 the citles jnto the
new life and the aovel code. But per-
bops the family ‘and the countryside
will win; perhaps, we of thecities are
ultimately sterite, and flourisk now
only because # the heaith and vigor.
that flow to Tjkn every generation
from the villaf'\§and the town. Let
that stream rut “dry, and we shall face
ngaln the projlems of reproduction

and continuangy the specles will as-
sert ftselt ane v against the Individ-
wal; love may Once more mean mor
rlage, and mar lage children: We are
sports and freaks, and the, race may
poss us . |

It 18 just possible that when we are
gone posterity. wlll mot care to Imi-
tate s, and thay the world which we,
make, heavy. wifh- wenlth and bright’
with young 1a¢e} will be inherited by
the children of Fhose who stand aslde

lgoes on today wnder our vers eyes!
i
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With Every Tire Purchased 't)n’

We are new selling theworld’s best tires
—Michelin—with a l-year guarantec
against blow-outs, cuts, stone bruises,

‘ ' under-inflation and other road hazards

(0]8 simbly cannot lose then‘ you buy Mjche’li'i\i Tires
here. The super quality which is built into them assures
you of more mileage unless one of your tires is injured .

by accident. But even accidents cannot rob you of full mile-

age when you deal here, because we give you a guarantee

certificate with every Michelin, guaranteeing the tire forl’
year against blow-outs, cuts, stone bruises, under-inflation
isn’t it?

and other road hazards. That’s some proposition,

This is not a mileage guarantee by any dealer, but
a manufacturer’s written guarantee .for one full
year. No extra charge of any kind for thi$ uncon-
ditioned protection. .

‘ A C. WALLBANK
: . Tire and Tube Repairing
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