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Irvia . Cobb was barn o Paducab, Ky.. n
3870, AU nincteen years of age M; was
“editar of the Paduab Dally News porigiend
cmducted a column i the Louisrille Evenisx

ing editor of

adocal News-Democrat. . Altvs bs made

debut In-New York, be worked on the
New Yok Evealag Sus, New York Evenlog
World and the Sunday World. For a long
a3 @ atall coatributor lo the Sature

ma’a major [n the

arp!
e Usled States wrmy. Mr. Cobb I mar-
ried.

- By IRVIN S. COBB

Tlhe trouble & professional
‘alienist is that he sever meets per-
Sops. He only meets subjects.

And the trouble with a professlvnal
philesoplier is that he tries to meas-
mre the infinity of human uuture Ly
the little tape-measure of bis own €X-

pericnces, Dis own limited observa-
‘tlons, his own faulty powers of de-
duction.

The atlenist doesn't sny: “Here i3
n seemingly attractive individual. I
shall cultivate him. He might make
2 good friend, a sprightly companion.”
ot atall, What inwardly he says is:
“Here 1 a case.. | shall study its
Inhibitiods. It may constltuie a pew

I might even be able to put it
an artlele or a lectur He has
a perfectly votten time, golng along
through life. He's Lound to have.
Exigtence for bim is a card-ludes sys-
tem, a filing-cadinet full of neatly-la-
deled specimens, an orderly collection
ef disordered curlos, and this world Is
a giddy cosmos wherein all creatign I
askew and each living creature—with
the exception of himsell and possibly

-a fesw of his brother-nlienlsts-~Is men-

tally out of focus.

On the other hund, the philosopher

says: “Ah, lhere now we have a con-
ition. T shall apply to it the.proc-
‘esses of my own peculiar and per-

sonal school of phllosophy, and bav-
3ng arrived ab a conclusion, will broad-
cast [t forth as being positively the
Jast word on that particular topic.”
He hns a lovely time of it. Ansbody
who thinks he's infallible always does
have a lovely "tIme of it—while be
Jasts.

To be sure, the philosuplier I8 like
the run of us except that we apply,
to a concrete esample our own little
Eepnmle philosophies, whereas he, fo
'an effort to tuke in the entire race,
she whole universe, spreads hlmsell
Iont =0 thin that sou can look right
. hrouzh him and sce his back suspen-
‘Ger-buttons.

A friend comes to us with a haras.
ping private problem, e bas-reachesl
ihat deplorable stage where he secks
advice for solving a riddle which, in
the final avalysic, only he can solve
or should try to solve. Ue fellows an
nnclent formula, He sags to ns: “If
you sere in ny place what wonll you
do about 1t%"

And glibly we aoswer: “Well, old
man, i€ 1 were you I'd do thus-and-so
about i1

Now, what we should Say, reversing
the ritual, Is thi "Well, it §ou were
1, sou—meaning 1—probably would do
this or that about it Dut inasmuch
as 1 am I and sou are you, and I am
what I am and you are what you are,
with different binpulses from mlne, dit-
ferent lheritages, different tempera-
_mest, different viewpeint, you'll have
10 handle this job your own was—and,
may the Lord have mercs on- your
goul.”

Now, Dr. Will C. Durant Is a pro-
fessional philosopher—God help him!
—and Doctor Durant s credited with
havipg sald that a man past thicty
1s fneapable of love; and 1, as one of
a selected group, am asked to answer
him, not according to bls own folly
it he be correctls quoted—but aceord-
ing to mine own.

So far as 1 mm concerned, the task

“Js a very, simple one.

But before I {ackle it, perwlt me
to repeat what tbe expert and scholar-
Iy Doctor Durant wrote In amplifica-
tion of his large, bald, Lold orighal
premise.

He added this: man above thir-
1y may go wild over a blonde ‘chorine.
That is oot love. Love fs absolute de-
volfon—the desire to give full service
1o another.”

To which 1 would reply as Yullows.

{ don't know a blamed thing about
it. 1 don't profess to know. I don't
belleve Doctor Durant knows 2 blamed
thing sbout St either. 1 think he
makes a fistake—but one common to
pbilosophers—in setting up to know
anything about It

As 1 look ot §t, a man past thicty
or a man of any age between the lat-
ter stages of adolescence and the early
stages of senility, mny be capable of
love, or then agala he may be inca
pable ot love. Eversthing depends on
what partlcular man yov have ip
wind.

1t's tike this: Tou mentlon, say, &
bird and instinctisely each one of us
{binks of a bird. "Oune thinks of
| wren, nnother of a robln, anotber of
* g parrot, a fourth of an ostrich. Each
one of us is thinking of his own bird—
the fmage of a bird which the mention
of the word creates {n his braln—not
of the next fellow's blrd.

You mentlon love, end fuv this ene
love means this thisg and to that ome
Jove means another thing. And 80 on
“sod 8o forth.. I clalm that if you think
you are in fose and think it hard
enough, why then you are In love—
onty, it's your own speclal gort of love,
which s oot to be confused with noy

of the blllions of other brands of love.

And should you go wld over a
blonde chorlne or a brinette chorine
or even n plebatd or plnto chorlve, and
get soficiently wild over her and stay
wild, and she likes 'em wild—as 5o
many chorines are reported (o do—
and 11 further she interprets your emo-
tlon ae love and sccepts it as such
and repays it in kind, and you for your
own ‘part nre sure it 1s love, wha am
I, or fur that matter who is Dr. Will
to say that the above
n't real love, Isn't absolute
devotion, kit ihe desire to give fuil
service? 1 take It that nefther biology
nor philosaphy nor any other set of
rules eiter into the eqontion at all.
About toving, 95 butween the sexes.
there's nothing rutional any more than
there Is about amy other natural
phenomenon. It Is nmot bound by
precedents nor guided by traditious.
it just happens ns earthquakes do and
‘colds in the hesd gud changes iy the
weather. Yoy can’t define It by Jaws;
no more can you nait it-down whh a
brass-headed axiom.

Who was it sald: “All geveralities
are wrong, including this one"? Who-
ever it was, he spuke quite n chunk.

In the very young we call it “puppy
love,” forgetting that the only period
of u normal und healthy dog's life
when he shows no atworous interest In
the female of the species, I3 while he
still Is a puppy. In the sging we cuil
it an evidence of oncoining dotage
maaifesting itself in morbidly affec-
tionate Lehavior, aud again we . moy
be wrong and probably are, If we are
so unfortupate ns to llve long epough,
doesn't every one of us sooner or later
trade his birthright for o mess of
dotage? But some of the philosophers
et an early start.

So much for broad, ali-enveloping
conclusions. But If you're asking me.|

to cite my own absersatlons T would
say this:

1 have seen wmen this stde of thirty
who, by reason of thelr seltishness or
something, seemed to me incapable of
giviog to any woman the sort of loye
which—again using Doctor Durant’s
qualifsing definjtion—amounted to ab-
solute devotion. ['ve scen men twlce
thirty who, as 1 vlewed them from the
outside Jooklng in—or tried to—scemed
copable of falting in love with all thelr
hearts and all their souls and all thelr
physical beings.  Mind you. I say they
seemed to be thus constituted. Idon't
say they were. | had no wuy of
knowing.

Moreover, if it appeared to me log-
feal that I should take sides and write
a brlef for one wing of the contentlon
as against the other wing, I would
state that when 1 come 1o look over
the feld it strikes me that a good
many of the outstanding lovers of the
world have heen men and women who
were past hlrty.

I'm oot exploring into hl=lor: for
flipstrations, although beaven jknows
the pages of romantic history are
studdeg thick with such fllustrations.
I'm not going to fall, as ft were, back
on that distingulshed lady go-getter of.
anclent days, the Empress Cleopatra.
1'm vot calling ep King Selomon or
Drigham Young or any of those old
henvy sugar-dadilies to help me prote
my cose.

Look at the present. Look at Peggy
Joyce, the leading Lridegroom-funcier
of our times. Look at DeWolt Hop-
per, the Husband of His Countrs.
Look—for all 1 koow to the contrary
—at the average established philes-
ophizing gent of 1028.

I have an elderls friend and a true
philosopher—altiough lie doesn’t kaow
it and vehemently sould deny it dlg
you accuse him of being such a thing
—who, to my wag of thinking, summed
up the whole matter {n a paragraph.
Thot {s to say, he summed it up by
lenving it open for discusslon at both
ends, which Is the proper way for
leaving all discussions.

He was speaklng, by Indirection, of
his sons-lo-law. He was very fond of
one of thein and not fn the least food
of tha other.
his here loving business I8
funny thing,” be sald musingly. *Fake
my two daughters—two 8g sweet girls
as you'd find anywhere: this earth,
Take It the wny It was twith them
It was like a3 1f two lovely butferfles | ;
come saitiog along on a summer's day
and one of 'ern lit on a-tuberose and
the other one-lit on a manure pile,
How're you golng to fgure out this
{hing ot falling In love, so5way?”

I leave bis final questlon for Doctor
Durant and the rest of the world to
ponder over.

(@ 1925, by the Belt Syndicate, ey’

Couldn’t Be Mistahen

. as to Speed of Auto
The other day in the Los Angeles
traffic court a darky was oo trial for
speeding. e had vehemently denfed
the charge but the arresting offiver
polnted out to the court that Inas.
much as the car had no speedometer,
the darky couldn't possibly have a
fale iden of how fast he was nctunlly
going.

‘Boss,” dectared the darky carnest:
Iy, “Ah doan veed no speedometer tqiN
tell how fast Ah's goin’. When Al
goes ten imiles an lour, mah lamps
vattle; when Alr goes fifteen mah
mudguards rattle; at twenty, mah
bones rattle; an' de one time Ah went
as fast as de officer says, Lizzie jus'
shook herseit all to pleces ag’ alo't
neber been de same since.”

Little Change in Dogs
_Lead models of dogs have beer
foimd by an expedition of the Univer
ity of Pennsylvanla in Palestioe, says
Popular Mechanies Magazioe. The
fgures are belleved -to be aL least
3,800 years old, and show that doge

then closely resembled some of the

modern specles.

Shoes of Robert Burns

Whén" Robert Burns, the Scottish”
phmhoy, was breaking the soft on bis
father's farm, he probably did mot
think that the shoes he then wore
would be objects of curlosity 3,000
miles away 10ng ufter his death.

But the shoes that the great poet
wore when u lad are owned by o gep-
tleman who lives in Portland, Maine,
and many of the hoys of that clty
have Inspected them.

The shoes huve wuuden soles, which
iti-turn are shod with thin plates of
iron. The uppers ure tucked to the
soles in a rude but stropg munoer,
and the historie foetgear is fn n good
state of, preservatinn.—Lhiladelphia
Tuguirer.
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MORTGAGE SALE — Default having

heen mude In the terms and condi-

£ a certaln mortgage made by
I

Hosmer | la Hosmer, his
e Farmlugton State
inks’ Dank, a ankini i
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