.stove on the second floor.
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E;ming"t;n Well
Assessed, State
Tax Men Assert

Fxaminers From Tax Commission |

Report Assessments Are
Well-Balanced, Fair

That Farmington is unusually
well-assessed, with valuations in
conformance with the best prac-
tice throughout the State, is the

- opinion expressed by State Tay

representatives who

Commisison €
this week

have been in the City
over assessments.

going o

Daniel D. White and B. Hé (,o;.‘;
caminers Wwho cam

kett, examine e o

Farmington Tuesday, are C
ll‘n':gn?hegentire County in their re-
view. They will be in Oakland
County about six months. 1t was
expected that they would com-
plete their f\w:»r}c jn Farmington
' day afternoon.

F’?}u(er’sexgmmers take abm_xL 20 per
cent of the propertyy In each
community, selecting at random
various pieces which will repre-
<ent the different classes of prop-
erty, such as residence, business,
stc. ‘They make their own esti-
Tiates” as to assessments, and
then compare them with the local
officials assessments.

“We have found Farmington’si

assesments to be just about as
they should be, and much better

than many other communities,
said Mr. White. “The valuations
are well-balanced and indicate

that the assessing has been done
by a competent man. et have re-
ceived only one complaint, and
that was from a resident who be-
lieved the property was assesge(l
rather high in comparison with
business-property in  the town.
We found that the residence was
nssessed fully as much us it
<hould be, but not enough more
to justify recommending that the
Assessor change it. On the whote,
The assessments are even and
fair throughout, and we couldn’t
make any improvement.”

Mr. White emphasized that it

was not his work to change local
assessemnts in any way, except
in extraordinary cases. The pur-
pose of the work on which the
State Tax Commisison is engag-
ed is to cover every County in
the State, and see that - each
County pays it full share of State
Tax. Were it not for this work,
some Counties, assessed high
would be paying a farger propor-
tion of the State tax than they
should, while others would be
paying less.
, Oakland County, for. instance
Wecording to Mr. White, appears
to be assessed higher than Wayne
although the City of Detroit is
fairly well-assessed. Many dis-
tricts in Wayne County outside
the City limits are assessed far
Jower than they should be, how-
ever, Mr. White said.

Throws “Smoke-Screen,”
Officers Capture Him

After a mile-arminute chase
irom Farmington to South Lyon,
during which a “smoke-screen”
was thrown 18 times, according
to police, James C. Ryan of Mil-
waukee as arrested and his three-
thousand dollar cabriolet confis-
cated by Deputies Stokes and
Marek Saturday afternoon. Under
the seat and rear deck the officers
found 2 huge quantity of bottled

Ralph J. Auten is Elected Head of

Farmington Masonic Lodge for

RALPH J. AUTEN

Audubon Society
Is Formed Here

Organization To Protect Birds
Has' New Unit In Farmington;
State Head- Comes

Mrs. BEdith Munger of Hart,
state president of the Audobon
Society, was in Farmington last
week and met with a small but
enthusiastit group of bird lovers
and aided in the formation of a
regular chapter of the state or-
ganization. The following officers
were elected: President, Miss
Emily, Butterfield; vice-president,
Dr. Elmer Switzer; secretary,
Miss Mildred Adams; treasurer,
Mrs. ¢ .W. Wilbur; directors, Dr.
H. A. Leeson, Frank N. Steele and
Wells D. Butterfield.

A second and larger meeting
will be_announced for an early
date. This year marks the 2{)th
anniversary of the organization
of the Michigan Audobon Society
and in that time great progress
has been made along educational
lines in the care of birds and
knowledge of our native bird life.

The immediate field of activity
for everybody who is' minded to
promote this_fine interest is the
matter of winter feeding ‘of the
birds who stay with us. The sug-
gestions are that pieces of suet
beef bones, fried-cakes, ears of
corn, etc., be hung in branches
or placed in_feeding houses or
other convenient places to be
reached by the birds during the
winter.

It is the hope of the new so-
ciety to interest the boy and girl
scouts and all the younger people
in building bird houses and in-
stalling them in all the gardens
and yards. Plans and specifica-
tions for the proper construction
will be furnished. The observ-
ance of “bird week” in the spring
is alos one of the immediate
plans for the organization.

All those interested in promot-
ing the new society are invited
to be-in expectancy for the next
meeting which will be early in the
new year.

ENGAGEMENT OF GLADYS
BAKER TO KING HARGER
ANNOUNCED THIS WEEK

Mr. and Mrs. William Baker of
Grand River avenue, Farmington
he ent of their

liquor, which they d was
worth $4,500.

The officers “spotted” Ryan on
Grand River in Farmington, and
turned around to catch him. He
#ped away, and kept alead of the
officers, blinded by his ‘smoke-
acreen” until a bearing in his
car burned out, near South Lyon.
‘He turned the car into the ditch
and fled, but stopped when the
officers fired shots at him.

Examination of Ryan is set for
December 19.

STOVE ON SECOND FLOOR
OF HOME CAUSES A FIRE

Farmington’s fire .department
was called at 11 o’clock Wednes-
day night to the home of Dorr
Catherman on East Grand River
avenue, when fire started irorg[‘a

T,
Catherman has been ill in bed.

The stove was removed and the
flames put out without difficulty.

PRINCIPAL AT LANSING

Principal A. R. Crawford of
Farmington High School is repre-
senting the school at the State
ronference of principals and ath-
letic directors in Lansing, Thurs-
day and Friday. <

daughter Gladys, to King Ham-
mond Harger, son of Mr. and Ars.

8. D. Harger, also of Farmington.

No date has béen set for the wed-
ding.

Miss Baker is a graduate of

[Farmington High School in' which

Mr. Harger is a student, in the
junior class.

j95 Candles For Her
Big Birthday Cake!

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Pet
tibone kept ‘open house"” at
their home in. Farmington
Wednesday- afternoon honor-
ing Mrs. Kate Pettibone's
95th birthday. Relatives and
friends from Detroit, Wall-
ed Lake, Novi, 'ind Farm-
ington gathered to offer con-
gratulations and trade stoi:
jes of “ye olden time."

By the time all had de.
parted, the rooms were fill-
ed with flowers. Many ex-
pressed wonderment af Mrs
Pettibone's excellent health
and alert mind. A lunch was,

served, Mrs. Ella Irish pour-
ing tea, . Cot

|

1929
With more than fifty in :Lttend-
ance at the annual meeting of
Farmington Masonic Lodge, Mon-
day evening, Ralph J. Auten was
elected Worshipful DMaster, to
lead the Lodge for the coming
year. A. L. Ross was elected Se-
nior Warden, the second highest
office in the Lodge. :

A’ public installation of officers
will be held next Thursday eve-
ning in the lodge room, with Carl
Hilmer, Past Master of Plymouth
Rock Lodge, No: 47, Plymouth, as
the installing officer. A dinner
will  precede the installation,
which is planned as a social event
of importance.

James L. Hogle, for 18 years
secretary of the Lodge, was un-
animously re-elected, as were
John H. Thayer, treasurer, and
Frank L. Lee, tyler, who have al-
so held their respective offices
for many years. .

Mr. Auten, who succeeds Ers-
kine W. Evans as Worshipful
Master, received every vote ex-

cept his own. Other _omcers
elected were: Joseph Himmels-
pach, Junior \Warden; Howard

Bond, Senior Deacon; J. H., Daw-
son, Jumior Deacon.

Mr. Auten has indicated the
following appointments for the
coming year: Stewards, Mdrl Pet:
tibone, Harlan Morris, !Frazer
Staman, and Osmond Yerkes.
Marshal: Amos Otis; Chaplain,
Rev. Elmer W. Palmer.

The treasuretr's annual ; réport
showed the Lodge in an excep-
tionally strong financial condi-
tion.

0. E. S. Party Successful

Farmington Chapter, Order of
the Eastern Star, held a success-
ful card party following the reg-
uwlar meting Tuesday evening.
Eleven tables were in play.

A meeting of the entertainment
committee has- been called™ or
next Tuesday evening in the
Chapter room to plan for the an-
nual New .Year's dance of the
Ch'auter which will be given on
Friday, December 28, in the
Farmington Town Hall.

NEW MEMORIAL
PARK PLANNED ON
EIGHT-MILE ROAD

Farmington Busin’ms-.'r!e!; Inter.
ested In'Dévelopment On
George Stuckey Farm

[

Of much interest to residents
of this section is the formation
in Detroit last Friday of a com-
pany for the purpose of develo_p-
ing what its backers believe will
be “the most beautiful memorial
park in the Middle West,” on 8-
Mile road, one mile west of Farm-
ington road. . . )

The property is known as the
George E. Stuckey farm, and was
acquired by the company last
spring. A mumber of Farming-
ton business-men are interested
in the company.

Th_e site comprises 177 dcres,
and is considered unusually well-
:_Adnpted for the purpose for which
it is to be used. Located on the
8-Mile road, which is to be a 204-
foot State highway as far as
Farmington -road, and 120 feet
wide west to Washtenaw County.
it is believed that the Memorial
Park project' will result in in-
creased activity in this section.

-C. Howard Crane will be the
architect for the new project, and
Myron B. Vorce the engineer, and
those interested in the company
believe that in the new memorial
park Farmington will have at its
door one of the beauty spots of
the country.

- The organization promoting the
park is named the “Glen Eden
Development * Gompany,” the me-
Ex'mnal park:to- bear the name,

Glen Eden.” Some surveying
hus. hee!.:a done on the property.
It is ‘believed that a considerable
number of men will be employed,

not only in-construction work, but:

in maintenance after th i
completed, e, park i

CHANEY CASE DELAYED
Postponement for a_ week in

the case of Oscar L. Chaney, real
broker charged with repre-

estafﬁ
sentihg himself as a State official [ KFKP

in the wineding of Grand River
avenue, was announced Thursday
morning by Judge John |J. Schul-
te, Jr., of Farmington.

‘1- Continuance of the.he._i-ing had

been set for December |20, the

new date being December 27.

Pauline Picket,
Farmington Girl,
‘Beats Up’ Bandit

Yes, 1t WAS The Farmington
Pauline Pickett, Who Felled
Detroit Robber

Weukness i
womanly failing. When Farm-
ington folk heard Thursday how-
ever, about a woman named
“Pauline Pickett” who “beat up”
a man aftempting to rob her of
her of her taxicab in Detroit,
they werp quite certain that it
was the “Pauline Pickett” for-
merly living in Farmington. For
they kmow that the Farmington
“Pauline Pickett” is neither a
weakling nor a coward.

Miss Pickett stopped at Farns-
worth and Russell avenues, De-
troit for her “fare” about 11:30
Wednesday evening, and took
him to Greeley avenue and Mod-
ern street, where he tried to pull
her from her seat. .

Miss Pickett leaped out, fought
with him five minutes, kunocked
him down, and then ran up on a
nearby porch, where she called
for help. As the bandit jumped
into the driver’s seat and drove
away, the occupant of the house

e car. .

The machine was. later recover-
ed in East Detroit by police, who
found shotgun holes in it. * The
driver,  Stanley Budzinsky, wag

eld on a charge of robbery

armed. .
. When Miss Pickett's mother,
iMrs. A, J. Pickett of Grand River
avenue, was asked Thursday
whether the “Pauline Pickett"
who felled the bandit was her
daughter, she answered, “Yes,
that’s her. She called me up to-
day to assure me that she is all
right.” The- daughter is now
living at 4427 John R. street.

MUCH OF INTEREST

IN UNIVERSALIST
’ CHURCH HISTORY
Oldest Church In Farmington
Was Originally Known As
“The Union Church”

(History of the First Universal-
ist Church of Farmington read at
the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of
the founding of the Society held
November 22, 1928, by Miss Ida
Steele.)

This church edifice, standing
on Warner street, was. kmown at
first‘as the “The Union Church.”
It owes its beginning in no small
degree to the emergy and zeal of
a well known man at that time,
Sergus P. Lyon. His object was
to erect an edifice where he and
his fellowworshippers could hold
such services as their hearts and
conscience distated, and to offer
the same privilege to other Chris-
tians of whatever creed; also to
extend to others a courtesy which
had been denied to themselves.

Before the erection of 'a build-
ing, services were held from fime
to.time in any place when a min-
ister could be secured.

Among the first of these preach-
ers was Rev. Mr. Woolley, who
preached  in George - Wright's
wagon shop, which stood then
where the electric ecar tracks
leave Grand River now. .

Afterward services were held
in a room that Mr. Lyon fitted up:
then in a school room. This school
and’ church room was adapted
from an old store of George W.
Collins. .

(Continued on Page Five)
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Court at Pontiac, and residents

the attention of the community.

the new Board of District No. 6

7Heaﬁrrivﬁg Set Fér Dec. 24 In - ,_
_ Pasadenz% Park Sch(_)ol Case

' Charlés L. Wilson To
Be First Assistant

Charles L. Wilson, former
Farmington attorney, will
become first assistant prose-
cutor of Oakland County on
January 1, it has been an-
nounced by Norman C. Orr,
prosecuting _attorney.- elect,
in naming his staff.

Mr. Wilson, son-in-law of
Road ' Commissioner and
Mrs. Isaac Bond, has been
on the prosecutor's stafl
since leaving Farmington
about two years ago. e
still resides, with Mrs. Wil-
son and their children, at
the Bond residence.

Plan Community' '
Christmas Trge

Evergreen In Town Park To Be
Termifpl And Lighted
In Evenings

Farmington is to take advan-
tage of its unusuzlly favorable
location for a community Christ-
mas tree, and within a few days
in the
Town Hall park will be strung
with electric lights and orma-
ments.” The tree is one that:is
growing in the park.

Earl Grovenor, manager of the
Farmington office of the Detroit
Edison Company, has agreed to
furiish all the electric light
bulbs and current required, and
also to place them on the tree, in
case others cannot be secured to
do this work. It is planned to
have 100 bulbs burning. <

The idea was brought up at the
Farmington Exchange Club meet-
ing Wednesday noon. With the
Ediison Company’s co-operation,
the only work remaining is to se-
cure sockets and wiring, and to
color the bulbs. A quest for plain
glass bulbs was begun, inasmuch
as all the bulbs now sold are
frosted on the inside. Fifteen
were obtained at Farmington
High School, and a number from
residents of the Town, the Edisor
Company replacing them with the
new-type bulbs,

The coloring “will be done in
the basement of the Edison Com-
pany office, and it is hoped to
have the lights on the tree with-
in o few days. They will remain
until after New Year’s Day, Mr.
Grovernor having offered to fur-
nish current for-as long as it is
desired. .

The community tree will be nof
only for this year. but for suc-
ceeding holidey seasons,” as M.
Grovernor has agreed to take
charge of the wiring and bulbs
after the holidays and preserve
in good condition until wanted
next year. The same is donerat

Northville by the Edisosn Co..

Winning a diamond dinner ring
over the radio at a distance of a
thousand miles was the happy ex-
perience during the past week of
Mrs. C. H. Dunham, wife of the
owner of the Farmington Oak-
land-Pontiac -Sales.

Last Thursday morning, short-
ly after midnight, Mr. and Mrs.
Dunham were listening to- the
“Barly Bird” program, of Station
at Milford, ns. The
station had offered a diamond
dinner-ring for the best telegram
sent describing reception of the
Station’s program. As Mr. and
Mrs. Dunham listened, dozens of
|telegrams . were read by the
Station announcer.’

Farmington Woman Wins Diamond
Dinner-Ring Given by Radio Station

More and more of the telegrams
were read, and at last Mr. Dun-
ham exclaimed to his wife,
“Pshaw, I can win-that dinner
ring for you. Let's send one in.”

“Mr. Dunham then wrote out a
91-word night ‘letter, The tele-
grams had to be in that morning.
so Mr. and Mrs. Dunham took
their car and drove to Detroit
arriving at the telegraph office
at five minutes to five. The tele-
gram cost $2.16—plus gasoline,
oil and loss of sleep.

Bqt on Monday Mrs. Dunham
received a letter stating that she
had won the-prize, and two days
later ‘came the ring, worth, it 1s
judged, ‘more than fifty times ithe

cost of} the telegram.

Probate Judge MéGaﬁey Directs Farmington Board Of
Education, District 5, To Appear And Answer,
Appeal; District 6 Still Agog

With-a hearing on the Pasadena Park petition for change of
school district designated for Monday, Dec.

24, in the Probate
of Distrist No. 6 still restive

about conditions’in that section, school affairs continue to occupy

‘The Board of Edtcation of Farm-

ington District No. 5 was.during the past week directed to enter
an appearance at 1:30 p. m. in the Probate Court Dec. 24, while

declined to call a special meeting

*to diseuss consolidation with Dis-

trict No. 5

Notice of the appeal of ten
Pasadena Park residénts from the
refusal of the Board of Education
of Farmington District No. 5, to
set- over Pasadena Park into the
Isaac Bond School District, was
received by Trustee Frank - L.
Macomber the latter part of last
week. With the notice was an or-
der signed by Probate Judge Dan
McGaffey, setting the date, and
also ordering the Farmington
Board to file, by December 14, o
transcript of all its records in ref
erence to the Pasadena Park pe-
tition. Charles L. Wilson and
Felton and McGee signed the no-
tice of appeal as attorneys for the

.|Pasadena Park residents.

The Farmington Board has re-
tained counsel in the matter.

What will happen during the
hearing appears bevond predic-
tion, as the case appears unpre-
cedented in Michigan courts.

Service of the notice upon the
Farmington Board was by regis-
tered mail, the letter being sent
to Mr. Macomber.

The hearing was originally set
for next Monday, December 17.
but was postponed on request of
Pelton and McGee.

Board Refuses Meeting

Meanwhile, residents of District
No. 6 are still agog over the prob-
lems in their own district. The
newly-elected Board appearss un-
willing to grant the petition of 14
electorss for a :meeting to talk
over consolidation with Distriet
No. 5. Fred Wilkinson, of the
Roard, told a representative of
the Enterprise that if a petition
with 25 names were presented.
the Board would call a special
meeting for the purpose.
Residents of the District seem
to ~hg very much divided in their
opinions, with a feeling prevalent
that not enough is known aboat
the possible advantages or disad-
vantages of consolidating for
gchool purposes with- District No.
The District No. 6 Board com-
pleted its membership during the
past week by appointment of Har-
ry J. Schoenberger as fifth mem-
ber of the Board. Mr. Schoen-
berger was elected president, Mr.
Wilkinson director, William H.
MeCullough treasurer, and_ Ar-
thur Spaller .and William Whit-
rey trustees. ql,

Auto Crashes Head-On .
Into Car, Driver Hurt

Although' his automobile crash-
ed head-on into a trolley car at
Grand River and Base Line roads,
Clarenceville, Wednesday night,
Jncpb Dgppty‘ of Detroit escaped
serious injuries., His car was
wrecked and the trolley damaged.

_Depoty was driving east and

did not see the westbound car, he
told police. He was bruised and
cut on the chest, ribs, and chin.
William Enders, motorman of the
cag wats not hurt.
. Depoty was taken to a. hospital
in H_lghland Park. He was a’ione,
in his machine. Deputy Lee Doyle
investigated the accident.

FARMINGTON TEACHER OF
50 YEARS AGO RETURNS

Mrs. Nell McHugh of Fenton,
Mich,, was a visitor at the home:
of her niece, Miss Minnie - Toom-
ey, Sunday, December 9.:

rs. McHugh will be:remem-."
bered as Miss Nell McDermott
who taught school here in 1877 °
and 1728. Although 80 years old,
she looks years younger and has.::
splendid health. She was on her.
Zvay-to Florida, to spend the ‘wi
er. . SR

Mark B, Owen, & former Farm-
ington boy, resigned as commi
sioner of public works and engin:
eering of the City of - ‘Fordson
‘Tuesday night, to go inio privaf:
Wi




