4B(F)

The Observer/ THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1993

By Cmus McCosxv
STAFF Wi

It’s a new season and there
are some new faces, but Lynn
Reed’s Oakland Community
College men's basketbull team
appears to be as fast.paced and
frenetic as ever,

“We have some very talented
guards who can really get after
people,” said Reed, whose
team Is off to a 1-1 start, “If
our big man can lmprove like
we think he can, we're going to
be in good shape.”

In the first two games — a
90.84 loss to Tri-State Col-
lege's junior varsity team and
an 89-83 victory ogainst Flint
Jordan — the Raiders showed
Loth thelr biggest strength and
their potentially fatal flaw:
They can raln points on people
and get rained on with equal
regularity.

Against Tri-State, four play-
ers scored in double figures
and OCC built leads as big as
17 points, But, it blew an 11-
point lead in the final nine
minutes giving up nine 3-point
fteld gonls.

Against Jordan, the team fell
behind by 16 points in the first
holf and then rallied to win.
Six players scored in double di-
gits.

“We nced to get a little
stronger at the forward posi-
tions,” Reed said.

Reed's up-tempo attack will
be driven by sophomore guards
Craig Martin and Harold Gol-
son and freshman Curtis Long.

Martln, among the top five
in the nation last vear in both
3-point and free-throw profi-
ciency, scored 22 and 17 points
in the first two games. Golson,
from Detroit Murcay-Wright,
transferred to OCC from Ma-
comb Community College. He

OCC recharges
its uptempo
hoop attack

scored 19 against Tri-State
and had an 18-point, 12-re-
bound effort against Jordan,

Long, a 5.3 speedster who
triggers the team's press and
break, scored 25 points in the
two games.

The big man Reed is count-
ing on Is 6-10 sophomore Corey
Yourg,

“He hasn't scored much, but
he's looked good,” Reed sald.
“He can be a real respectable
player.”

Tony Green, a 6.0 freshman
from Pontinc Northern, has
contributed some dead-eye 3-
point shooting from the
backcourt. Ken Clay, a 6-2
freshman from Detroit Renals.
sance, will also see some duty,

Up front, Reed is counting
on Chris MacFarlane, o 6-7
freshmon from Walled Lake,
Mark Gnlhmllh a 6-5 fresh-

Pioneer kickers in regional finale

By C.J. RIBAK
Brary

The uwku are climbing, each
and every week.

Oakland University’s soccer
team advanced to the Central Re-
gion Final against the region's top
seed, Gannon University, by
defeating Northeast Miasouri
State 2.0 Sunday. The Pioneers
travel to Erie, Pa., to play Gannon
(15-2) at 1 p.m. Sunday.

It won't be the first meeting of
the season between the two. On
Oct. 2 in Erie, QU was victimized

by two late Gannon goals in u 3.1
loss. The two scores came 34 sec-
onds apart, in the last three min-
utes,

And yet, Gannon’a strength is
its defense, Keeper Rich Bedoya,
a junior, has 10 shulouts and is
ranked fourth in the NCAA II
with a 0,62 goals-against average.
Senior sweeper Frank Mol is one
of the tecam's top players; he
scored the game-winner in the
first meeting.

Sophomore Colin Peterson, a

Risak from page 1B
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forward, leads the team in scoring
with 13 goals and six assists (32
points).

OU has some wenpona of its
own. Juntor striker Eli Tiomkin
has been on target of late, playing
a role in nine of OU's last 12
goals. He has 17 goals and nine
asaista (43 points) this season.

hould teams choose to concen-
trate on stopping Tiomkin, the

path Is clenr for Mike Thomtai™
(nine goals) and Mali Walton,,
both pmw.n Beorers. Du!cnmwly‘{
QU is nearly as tough as Gunnun.
Sunior keeper Mike Slmchyl
(Farmington} has 10 shutouts and
a 0,66 goals-ugninst average,
OU 18 9:0-1 in its lost 103
mnwhun, which ulmuld make thi
The winner ad
to the NCAA 11 Final Four, with...
the Pioneers playing the Seuthern -
Connecticut  State-C.W. Pout>
winner in the semifinals, at a site
to be determined.

battling back from two games
down to beat Henry Ford.

But the Hawks dldn’t surren-
der, either. They emerged from
the loser's bracket and, playing
without the services of setter Ja-
cie Friend {(who had to attend her
sister's wedding), managed to
beat the Ocelots in back-to-back
best-of-five matches to claim the
regional title,

Foraday.

That's when the trouble began,
It ended with Henry Ford being
disqualificd from the NJCAA
t, which the regional

man  from Tony
MecNeal, a 6-5 freshman fmm
Walled Lake and Will Mar.
coux, a 6-6 freshman from Red-
ford Catholie Central,

Reed is waiting for two
promising forwards to clear eli-
gibility requirements: Scan Al-
len, 6-2 from Southfield, and
Freeman Jones, 6-4 from Pon-
tiac Northern.

“Those two would help a
great deal,” he said.

OCC was 15-14 lust senson,
but Reed likes the potential of
this group.

“We've brought in some kids
from winning programs, kids
that are used to winning and
know what it takes lo win,”
Reed said. “I'm always opti-
mistic, but I think we can be
pretty good,”

OCC will play in a four-team
tournament in Sinclair, Ohio,
this weekend.

title qualified them for, after us-
ing an ineligiblo player; lhe berth
was filled by st Mi-

denlals, Gray had a few choice
wards for Tecters, clalming he
turned his team in and that “this
is retribution for what happened
to them."

"Teeters countered by claiming
he knew nothing of Henry Ford’s
problem until the day it was un-
covered,

Gray added that he wasn't the
one to blow the whistle on SC re-
garding Plefler,

Know what? [ couldn't care less
about the problems these two
may eause themselves, My gut re.
action is not to helieve either of
them. Teeters insisted he was not
the one to initiute the process
llmL tmied _with Henry Furd’s
but more than

ami Dade-| Kendnl].
Allegations flew from  both
comps, but there were for more

one source has revealed Tecters
knew the Hawks had an incligible
payer,

His reaponse? He Insists he
never knew, “If I knew a team was
using an ineligible player nnd l
dldn't say something, I would
fired, And I would expect to be
fired.””

As for Gray, there's some doubt
there, too, After all, his team
ployed SC (with Plefler) the week
befare Pfeffer’s eligibility prob-
lems were uncovered. Gray said
he believed the NJCAA office dis-
covered the mistake. But accord-
ing to Mary Ellen Leicht, who
handles volleyball for the
NJCAA, SC's problem was
phoned in to her office by an out-
side source,

The bottom line Ia‘ IL’n idiocy.

take made in the SC athletic of
jce. Her credentiuls sheuld ha
been checked and re-checked,

At Henry Ford, counselora and
coaches are both supposed o+
make certain their players know'
they cannat drop below the ming™
mum number of credits necessary
to be eligible. A player did, and ll
cost the Hawks.

‘The losers in all this are casy lo
pick out: the players. They do all,
the work, and they don't even get
a chance to resp the benefits,
Worse, after a superh three-set
showdown for the regional title, in,
which both teams displayed re
lentless tenacity, all that will
remembered of the 93 rugwn
will be the off- 3.

Had beth scheol
been on top of things, none of this
would have occurred. Pfeflee’s
ineligibility was caused by o mis-

Gray was right wlu.-n he said hig
kids deserved better, Both teams
did — starting at the very top,
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